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The SPEAKIER took the Chair at 3.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CARRIAGE OF AAILS
NORTH OF KALGOORLIE.

My, FOLEY asked the Minisier for
Railways: In view of ihe alteralion of
frain service north of Ialgoorlie will he
endeavour to have mails carried daily?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : This is a matter which concerns
the Postal Department. In the absence
of suitable traing, it is their business to
make such arrangements for the earriage
of mails as they may deem necessary.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVANTE
LEAVE.
Mr. LANDER asked the Premier: 1,

In the case of clerks recently appointed
to the permaneut staff, who previousiy
served a period on the temporary staff,
and whose services have heen unhroken
throughout, will the term of service be
reckoned from the date of their first em-
plovment, or from the date of permanent
appointment? 2, If the Public Service
Act and regulations do not at present
provide for the granting of lonyg service
eave to all officers who have served seven
vears, and who are now on the permanent
staff. are the Covernment prepared fo
frame and pass a regulation to meet the
case?

The PREMIER replied: 1, From the
date of permanent appointment. Yrior
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Lo the passing of “The Public Service Aect
Amendment Bill, 1911,” by the present
Government, these temporary oflicers
could not have received appointment to
the permanent staff, and they were fully
aware that it was never intended that
their term of service should be rveckoned
from the date of their first employment.
To do otherwise would reflect serious in-
justice on the permanent staff, as it would
give many of these officers seniority, on
whieh, very offen, promolion is decided.
It would be particularly unfair to men
who have attained their positions on the
permanent staff by competitive examina-
tion. 2, Statute law does not at present
permit it, and a regulation wonld he ultra
vires.

BILL—ROADS CLOSURE (No. 2).

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Tegislative Council.

BILT~TLLICIT SALE OF LIQUOR.
Third Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon.
T. Walker), in moving the third reading,
said: I desire to explain to the House
that I 'have prepared Ihe necessary
amendments promised last night. hut they
have not reached the Chamber. and there-
fore, to save time, I will have them in-
serfed in another place. I move—

That the Bill be now read a third
time.

Question passed.

Rill read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath), in moving the second read-
ing, said : The measure T am now sub-
mitting to the House provides for an
inerease in the capital of the Agri-
enltural Bank. Hon. members will re-
member that during last session an amend-
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ing Agricultural Bank Bill was intro-

duced, which provided that under the
new scheme eapital which was repaid
to the trustees could be again utilised
as capital for the furthe: operations of
the bank, but up to the present time the
eapital we are dealing with is that which
was lent before this amending provision
came into operation, and it will be some
eonsiderable time before we will have
an aceumulation of such a sum as will
have any material effect wpon the pro-
“vision of aditional eapital vear by year
for the operations of the bank. The
measure now hefore thie House provides
for an increase of the ecapital by an
amount of £300,000. At the present
time the total amount =suthorised i=
£3,500,000, and this Bill will increase the
amount to £4,000,000. FHon. moembers
will understand that to 1 certain ex-
tent this capitalisation is fietitious, as the
total amount which has been actually ad-
vanced falls far short of this amount.
That is due fo the fact that money
which is repaid goes back to the Savings
Bank for the redemption of bonds taken
up by the Aericultural Banit. It will be,
perbaps, of interest to hon. members if 1
give a resume of the operations of the
bank for the year ended 30th June, 1913,
and alzo the amonnts advaneed up to the
end of Novemher. For the financial year
ended 30ih June last, the total applica-
tions received were 5,019, and the amount
applied for was £203885. The total
loans aunthorised were 3442 for an
amount of £660,765; and the applica-
tions declined, 567, for an amount of
£184.255. TUndrawn balances amount-
ing to £166,892 were cancelled, and ean-
celled loans amonnting to £3,495 were re-
insiated, making the net appropriation
from capitai for the year £493.872 and
the total approprialion to-date £3,321,-
709. The pnrposes for which the
amount authorised is to be used are as
follows :—to pay off liabilities, £47,700:
purchase of stock, £70,566; purchase of
agricuitural implements, £12.019; to ear-
ry out improvements—elearing, 397,031
aeres. valued at £386,030; ringbarking,
204862 acres of a value of £15.893;
blackboy and poison grubbing, 47,969
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acres valued at £12,513; fencing, 304,067
chains valued at £91,803; draining, 957
chaing, valued at £956; wells and reser-
voirs, £43,809; fallow, 8,551 acres, val-
ved at £3,265; and buildings, £8,642,
or a total for effecting improvements, of
£562,918. 'The amount actnally advaneed
during the year was £636,753, making
with the amount previously advaneced
a total disbursement of £2,582,937. The
repayments during the same period
amounted to £33,527, making a total
amount repaid of £698,980, leaving a bal-
ance outstanding on the 30th June, 1913.
of £1,883,957. For the five months ended
the 30th November, 1913, the amount ad-
vanced was  £234726, and the total
amounnt actually advanced up to the
A0th November was 2,817,662, while the
total amount repaid was £715,104. The
provision which is made in this measure
together with the usual amounts of can-
cellation of undrawn balances, and fhe
balance as between the total amount ad-
vanced and the amount authorised, is
anticipated to be ample to carry us over
unlil a similar measure is introduced dur-
ing next session. The operations of the
bank at the present time necessitate pro-
vision on the ordinary Loan Bill for the
Loan Estimates for the enrrent year. Up
to last year Lhe requirements of the hank
were met by provision from the Savings
Bank, as the Savings Bank authorities
issued bonds to the Agriculiural Bank
and provided the nceessary capital; bui
owing to (he extension of the opera-
tions of the institution it has now been
found necessary to make provision on the
carrent Loan Estimates. The sum of, T
think, £240,000, was made available on
Iast vear’s estimates, and that will have
to he materially increased on the Esti-
males to be presented by the Colonial
Treasurer this week.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Noriham):
Naturally T do not propose to oppose the
increase in capital. Rather do T welcome
it. My only fear is that the amount will
be altogeiber too small to meet the legiti-
mate demands of the people under onr
Agrienltural Bank Act. The Minister
remembher that when he brought down his
amending Bill, early it is true in the life of
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the present Parliament, and very early in
the days of the presenl Government, he
told this Hounse ihe Aet passed had not

done all for the people that it should, and
that his Government proposed to liberalise
the bank in sueh a way as to enable Lhe
bank to do for the people all that the pri-
vate banks, operating together, eould de.
Most assuredly people were led to under-
stand that money would be mnch freer
and the opportunity of getting it would
he very much greater. On that oeeasion
the Minister pointed ouk that the restric
tions would be removed and in future it
would not be necessary for people to do
work io get money, and said the Aet would
provide for the making of advaneces just as
the ordinary chariered hanks did, When
fhis Bill became law it increased fhe linit
from £750 to £2,000, as the amount which
might be advaneed to any one person, It
must be perfectly patent to members of
this ouse that when a law is put on the
statute-book we expeet that law o be given
effect to. I pointed ont that the limit of
£2.000 would involve a tremendous amount
of money and the usual increase made
from year to year would not be snfficient
to meet the demands., Qur farmers are
very peenliarly sitnated. T'or some years
money was plentiful, The ordinary banks
were very ready to do business. During
the time of the past Administration they
lent money very freely and of course their
opportnnity of lending was largely re-
strieted to land against C.P, leases. It al-
ways seemed fo me the very best thing
which could happen was for the private
hanks to undertake this work. The people
thronghont these distriets, of eourse, wel-
comed the opening of these banks, as they
eontild eome in and do their business with-
out any delay, and without any restrie-
tion. T have always nrged that in eon-
nection with the Aprienitural Bank there
should be restriction. We want matters
to he eomtrolled by expert, responsible
officers and that always had been the svs-
tem in the past. We advanced to pay off
mortgages and to relieve the farmer in
connection with machinery and stock. In
common with other members sitting on
this side of the House, T weleome the
widening of the bank by the Minister, but
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I doubt if the Minister has advanced

£2.000 from this bank to half a dozen of
our farmers, notwithstanding that the Aet
gives the people the right to apply for
£2,000 and obtain £2,000. 1 urged on the
last cccasion when we were dealing with
this malter, that all were entitled to the
advantages conferred by this Act, and that
there should be no diserimination. If a
man has the security then, so far as the
bank’s aunthority extends, if there is no-
thing against the chavacter of that man,
he has an absolute right to expeet to get
what the law provides. I object to dis-
erimination.  Any member here las as
much right to borrew from the Agricul-
tural Bank as any member of the com-
munily outside, but it would be a sorry
thing for members bere to urge that there
shonld be discrimination, and that for one
man there should be a limit of £2,000
against a security of £4,000, and that
another man with o security of £4,000
and equally competent, a limit of
€1.000. Tt has been often said that
when a customer has left the Agri
caltural Rank and has taken his
business to another bank he should stand
by that other bank and nol seek to come
hack to the Agricultnral Bank. That 1is
quite wrong and we should protest against
ireatment of that kind being meted out to
people who lefl the bank some time ago.
If this lnw stands on the statute-book pro-
viding for advances up to £2,000 for the
ordinary purposes for which money is ad-
vanced by the banks, we are entitled {o
prolest when we find that this law is not
heing given effeet fo. There is no need
for me to disenss the question of seenrity,
hut it is a fact that the security of our
C.P. lands has not the same value as it had
before the present Government eame into
office, which is largely owing to the fact
that money has become tighter to some ex-
tent and our farmers are being called up-
on to pay up the advances which were red
payable on demand. Cannot the Minister
see his way to increase the eapital to such
an extent that he will be able 1o fulfil the
obligations imposed on him by the Aet?
He found an Act which said the Iimit
should bhe £750 and he immediately raised
it to £2,000.
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Mr, E: B. Jolnston:
out of all recognition.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I want the Min-
ister to respeet the limit of £2,000, just as
hefore his time we respected the Jimit of
£750. There are some people and some
members sitting in this Honse, including
the hon. member who has just interjected,
who are absglutely satisfied when an Aect
is put on the statute-book. What on earth
is the use of an Aet if 1t is not given
elfect to? We might as well not have the
Aet at all and if the member who infer-
jected does not complain that the Minister
s not giving effect fo this Act, then he
will hardly be true to the constituency be
ecomes from, as there, as well as in other
places, advances Tave been refused. The
Minister himself told us that he had de-
elined applieations for £150,000. Tt may
be that some of these aplicalions were not
covered by sufficient security but a great
many must have been legitimate and gen-
wine and should have been given effect
to. Tt has come to my knowledge time
and again, where men have been refused
and their application money, which is for-
feitable if the application is not satisfae-
torv. has been returned to them, which
elenrly shows that so far as the applica-
tion was concerned the application and
the security were in perfect order. The
time has come when it will have to-be
recogmised that our farmers must get their
advances for a fairly long term. It is
quite nseless for a seitler who is improv-
ing his holding fo take an advance repay-
able on demand. Tt is much better for the
country, and for him too, that his advance
should be spread over a number of years,
25 vears is not a long time over which to
repay advances legitimately spent on
clearing, fenecing, ringbarking, and dam
sinking for the purpose of improving a
holding, TFarmers get ome crop a year
and members will realise that any profit
that may be made in the early years of
setflement must be put back into the
holding if the holding is to be improved,
and we must encourage the man by mak-
ing an advance which will not be repay-
able at a short term. Tf the Government
were to go on the London money market
for a couple of millions now for the pur-

He improved it
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pose of developing this country in the way
of loans to agriculturists, they would have
much less trouble to get it than if they
weni for the purpose of borrowing to pur-
chase Perth trams, State steamers, and
things of that kind. No money lender
wonlid require betier work to be done with
the money advanced than the improvement
of our broad acres. In connection with
the Agricultural Bank Aect, Ministers have
made a rod for their own backs and
frouble for the people al the same time by
failure to meet the applications they so
cheerfully and willingly nndertook when
they came into office. 1t is not enough te
say, “There is the Slatute, there is the
law,” the people want more than that.
They want this Aet earried into effect and
ie borrow in aecordance with thé provis-
ions of the Aet. They will he disappointed
indeed if other members from farming
constituencies do nol join with me in the
protest T make against diserimination,
which Las had to he exereised hy the Agri-
enlitural Bank through want of funds,
When this Bill was before the House last
vear T endeavoured to have the amount
inereased. No private member could of
course do that, but T took another course
on that oceasion, and hon. members will
recollect that T moved that applications
should be approved when they were made
by men of repute and when the security
was of a satisfactory nature, It would be
useless for me to move the same amend-
ment, althongh the effect of it wounld be to
compel the Minister to make ample pro-
vision for the demsands which might be
made. We find that millions of money
ean and have been raised and that to
some extent the money has been put to
zood use. There i3 no doubt, however.
that the law has not been given effect to,
and many hardships have been experi-
enced by farmers as a result. Those who
had advanced money and wished to be re-
paid took the opportunity of calling upon
the borrower to make his arrangements
with the Agrienltural Bank under the new
Aect. If any hen. member will read the
Minister’s speech when he introduced the
amending legislation he will see that not
only was the farmer justified in making
his demand, but tlie man who had lent the
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money was also justified in asking the
farmer to make his financial arrangements
with the Government institution. I hope
that the Minister will see the wisdom of
inereasing the amount to be made avail-
able to Mr. Paterson and the other trus-
tees, Unless the money is made avaijlable
the Act cannot be given effect to. A great
deal of money has been advanced by the
bank, and we find from the figures that
last year £34,527 was repaid. In a mat-
ter of this kind it is of course difficult to
make comparisons, but in my last year of
office the amount which was repaid was
£151,000. These repayments, however,
were pot ordinary repayments on a re-
demption basis, but special amounts by
people who had arranged to borrow as
well. We know of eourse that money is
tighter to-day with the result that the
bank has had a smaller return. The de-
mand for money must be greater now
than it was three vears ago when the pri-
vate banks were actively operating in as-
sisting the farmer. Almost the whole of
the responsibility for this work is now
thrown on the Government institulion and
Ministers should realise that if is their
duty, not only in the interests of the in-
dividuals clearing the land, but of the
country, to see that the work of develop-
ment is not slackened. Rather should
that work be increased and that ecan only
be done with the aid of the Agrieultural
Bank, and not with the aid of the char-
tered banks. 1 have already warned the
Minister that the £500,000 will not enable
him to give effeet to his wishes. He must
therefore take the responsibility. I am
auite certain that the Minister has not
faced the situation cheerfully, and I am
sure that he and the other Ministers ean-
not but regret that they are unable to see
their way clear to make ample provision
to give effect to this law. We know that
Ministers are responsible for a great deal
of the trouble occasioned by the tighten-
ing of the money market, and they should
endeavonr to at least reduce the trouble
by making the Agricultural Bank eapital
muach greater.

Mr. A, E. PIESSE (Katanning) : I wel
come this amending measure. It goes to
show that the needs of agrieulture make
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it mandatory on the part of the Govern-
ment to provide further funds for the
trustees, 1o enable them to continue the
good work which they have earried on ir
the past. At the same time I regret witlk
the member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) that the Minister has not seen i
to further increase the capital by at leasl
another million. While good work has
been done by the bank, I also am aware
of the limitation which has been placed
upon the assistance meted ont by the man-
ager and his officials because of the faecl
that there is a Mmitation placed upon the
capital of the bank, 1 was under the im-
pression that when the maximum amounl
was increased from £750 to £2,000 greater
opportunitics would be given to a number
of our setilers who had found it necessary
owing fo the limitation previously exist-
ing to go away from the Agrieultural
Bank and seek assistance from other
finaneial institutions. T had hoped thal
a greater number of those one-time client:
of the bank would have been able to ob-
tain that assistance which the Govern
ment desired to give them when they in.
troduced the amending Bill of two ses-
sions ago, and which was also the desire
of all members of Parliament, parlien-
larly those who represented agricultural
constituencies. I am afraid that untd
greater capital is provided there will still
be” & number of very deserving settlers
who will not be able to obtain the assist
anece which it was hoped by this House or
a previous oceasion would be given tothem
I have not the least doubt that there are
many settlers who, owing to shortness ol
money, have found themselves in a tighi
corner.  The newspapers have proved
during the last year or two that in manjy
cases there have been foreclosures nol
only by some of the assoeiated banks, bui
also in other directions. This I think
could have been avoided if more eapital
had been provided, and I can only hope
that even at this late stage some greate:
effort will be made by the DMinister t
provide a larger amount, and at the same
time indicate to the trustees of the bank
that it is the desire of Parliament thai
wherever possible deserving eases sball be
met even though the fotal amount whick
may have to be advanced may be in ¢ -
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neighbourhood of £2,000. It is very sat-
isfactory to know that since this Act has
been operating in the State three-quarters
of a million has been repaid. That speaks
well for the mansgement of the institu-
tion, and it augurs well for its future sue-
"cess. There is not the least doubt that this
institntion has done more than anything
else could possibly have done to develop
the hroad acres of the country. It is hard
to estitnate Lhe enormous advantage that
the Agrieultural Bank has been in the de-
velopmenl of the agricultural resnurees.
There is another matter which might be
referred to in the operations of this bank,
and it is that there is a settler who comes
between the operations of the Workers'
Homes Board and the Agricnltural Bank.
I am allnding to the small blocker, the
holder of 16. 50 or 100 acres. I think he
i¢ deserving of greater consideration by
the Government of the day than has been
meted out to him in the past. It appears
to me very often the avea is too small for
the Agricultural Bank to consider the
question of an advanee, and I think the
Minister should look into the matter and
see whether some special provision can
be made to enable this small blocker. par-
ticnlarly in the agrienltural distriets, to
receive similar consideration to that which
is given to workers under the Workers’
Homes Act, and to the larger holders of
agrienltural lands. T ean only hope that
the Minister will be fully seized with the im-
portance of further inereasing the eapital
of the Agrienltural Bank at an early date.
and our settlers will know then that they
bhave some reasonable chance of being able
to obtain a sufficient advanee to tide them
over the diffienlties they may be in. After
all, it is better for our setflers to remain
with the Agricultural Bank, to have their
fixed term of mortgage, and so long as
they pay interest and provide for repay-
ments there need not he further trouble.
which is quite different in the case of
advances throngh associated banks, which,
by the way, have done a very great deal
to help forward the development of the
eountry. In their case, these loans are
called up on demand, and it often places
settlers in an awkward position indeed if
the monev has to be found on short
notiee. T have on every oecasion advised
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our settlers fo remain as long as ever they
can with the Agricultural Bank, and I
take it it is the duty of the House to see
that the amount to be loaned to those
seftlers is kept as bigh as possible, of
eourse within the means which the State
is able to provide for the purpose of car-
rying on the bank.

Mr. 5. STUBBS (Wagin): I commend
the Minister for Agriculiure for having
brought forward the Bill, I do not think
there is any institution in Australia which
has done more in the time for the develop-
ment of agrieulture than has our Auri-
cultural Bank. 1t is gralifying to know
that the operations of the bank = have
tended very largely to induce the asso-
ciated banks to lend money on agricul-
tural leases more freely than they would
have done if the Agricultural Bank had
not been in existence, The increasing of
the capital from 3% million to 4 million
pounds is a step in the right direction,
and T would like to have seen the Mini-
ster increase it by a million instead of
by half a million. Qnite recently an
illustration came foreibly home o me. A
man holding a fine block of land in the
Dumbleyung district, land second to none
anywhere, lias a loan of £1,000 from one
of the associated banks on his pro
pertv. which is worth £3,000 or £4,000.
He is desirons of getting the Agrienliural
Bank to assist lim by paying off the asso-
ciated bank overdraft of £1,000 in ovder
that he mirht effect very necessary im-
provements. T understand there is just
a little doubt about his being able to wet
the necessary accommodation from the
Agricultural Bank. for the reason thal in
the past the money loaned by the Agrvi-
cultural Bank has heen drawn from
funds provided by the Savings Bank, and
naturally the Managing Trustee of the
Agricultural Bank would prefer to have
half a dozen settlers who only require
£300 or 400 each than to have one xel-
tler who wanled up to £2,000, Therefore
although o little capital is available. ithe
nperations of the Asrienltural Bank must
naturallv be limited, and the demands
ihat are made from time to time ean only
be met as money is available. I do not
think anv hon. member will objeet {o the
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meuasure before the House, and I am
quite sure I am echoing the sentiments of
all in the Chamber when I say the bank
has done good work. It is officered hy
capable, straightforward, first-class men,
and 1 am sure the State is proud of the
Managing Trustee and the staff that are
assisting him in the working of (hat in-
stitution. whieh has done and is doing so
much for the agricultural distvigls of
Weetern Australia.

Mr. E. B, JOHENSTON (Williams-
Narvogin): 1 would like to express my
regret that while the CGovernment are
amending the Bill they have not seen fit
to incrense the eapital of the bank to a
larger amount. Of course il may be ar-
gued that it is o great task for 318.000
people to have already set aside as much as
£4.000,000 for the development of (he
agricultural industey through the Agri-
eultural Bank. Still. it must be remem-
bered thal this amount is reproduetive.
The farmers are paying interest on it
to the Government, and the Agrienllural
Bank is actually carrying on itz opera-
tions and making a profit of from £8,000
to £10.000 per annum. Under these cir~
stanees it is apparent (hat the amount
horrowed for Lhe purposes of the Agri-
cultural Bank is not a debt on the peo-
ple of Western Australia in the ordinary
sense of the term. and I would nrge the
Minister and the Government, even at this
late hour, to increase the capital of the
bank to five millions or five and a balf
millions, instead of to four millions as
proposed in the Bill. Tet us give the
bank antherity for this extra capital

now. and float 1lie money as the
market  hecomes Favonrable, T be-
lieve with the member for Northam
that if a loan were put on the

London market to-day for this special
purpoxe, if it were known that the money
was to he spent in Agricultural Bank
advances, ar workers’ homes advances, or
similar works, we would have no frouble
in getting it. T am quife prepared to
leave it to the Government as to when
they shall aetually rnise the money, buf
T do urge the Minister fto increase the
capital of the hank now to five million
pounds instend of (he four million as
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proposed. IFigures have been pretty fre-
quently quoted showing that for the year
ended 30th June, 1911, the last year of
the Liberal Administration, £285,000 was
advunced through the Agrieultural Bank,
whilst last year £636,000 was advanced by
that instilution under the Aet as liber-
alised by the present Government. I give
the Government every credit for having
liberalised the Aect, but in view of the
fact that we are now advaneing £636,000
per annum, and that the increase which
ltas been made during ihe last two years
is heing maintained, I do not see that
the Government are going to give the
farmers o fair deal by merely increasing
the capital by half a million pounds, I
do not see that Lhe hank will be able to
conlinue its operations nnless its eapital
is ineveased to at least five million pounds.

Mr. B, Stubbs: They will not be able
to keep up advances.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: No, 1 am
atraid we will be as bad as in the lime of
ihe Liberal Government, when only 13
people succeeded in getling the limit of
£750, We do not want that sort of thing
to obfain now, and I hope the Govern-
ment will increase the capital as 1 sug-
gest. In regard lo loans for the taking
over of large liabilitics, I may say tbe
lrustees ave only able to look on lia-
hility loans in the light of eharily. Un-
less the man who requires his advance
from a privale bavk Lo he faken over is
being absolutely squeezed, he has very
little ehance of (ransferring his accounts
from the private institution to the Agri-
ewlfural Bank. I quite realise the difli-
cullies the Government have in financing
20 many undertakings throughont the
country, hut capital for the Agrieuitural
Bank is a matter which, I think, we all
agree ought to come first, and I hope the
Government will take this view of the
case. With regard to jmprovements
I find that the advances are not made
as liberally as they should he. In the dis-
frict cast of Narrogin very few people
can get more than £1 an acre for ¢learing
their land, althongh for a great deal of
the forest couniry one cannot let con-
tracls for less than thirty shillings an
acre, This is o matler (hat needs atten-
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tion, The Government have promised
that men shall get the full value of the
work they are doing up to a certain
atount, and T hope we will see this done,
and that the men will not be offered, as
so often occurs, only two-thirds of the
vitlue of the work. T am glad to say that
the conirel of the Agricullural Bank is
in the hands of trustees, and politieal in-
fluence is neither necessary nor desired;
at the same time I would like to ask the
Minister for Lands what license is given
to fhe two trusiees who assist the Manag-
ing Trustee in regard to entry into poli-
tical alfairs. TFor instance, there was a
letter in the Wesiern Maid——

AMr. SPEAKER : Order! The Lon, mem-
bher must consider the Bill.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: This Bil is a
Bill (o amend the Agricultural Bank Act,

.

and in Commitiee~

Mr. SPEAKER: 1t does not permit
the hon. member 1o diseuss the opinions
of the officers of the bank.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Can I not dis-
cuss the political opintons of an assistant
irustee of the Agricultural Bank with a
view to seeing whether it is necessary to
amend the Aet so as to prevent those
opinions

Mr, SPEAKER: The Act counld not be
amended in that direction; it is for a
specifie purpose.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: But the Bill
is a Bill for
Mr, SPEARER:
inust ohey my ruling,

¥Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: Of eourse,
Mr. Speaker, T must. At the same {ime
T may he able to move an amendment in
Committee which will give me an oppor-
tunity of ventilating the matter in ques-
tion. T ean only say in conclusion that
the Bill does not go far enough. If the
hank is to continue to do the work ex-
pected of it, it is absolutely necessary that
its capital should be inereased to at least
£5.000,000.-

The MINISTER FOR LANDS {in
reply) : T wish to point out to the member
for Northam (IHon. J. Mitchell) that his
attitude to-day is very different indeed
from that taken up by him when intro-
ducing an amendment of the Agrieultural

The hon. member
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Bank Act on a previous oceasion, There
was & Lime when lie was very glad indeed
to claim my support in the attitude he
was then assuming. In 1909, when the
amending Bill was under discussion, I
pointed ouf that the whole question of
the amount by which the capital was to be
inereased, or the amount to be lent under
the provisions of the Agricultural Bank
Act, was entirely dependent on the finan-
cial exigencies of the time. Even as
leader of the Qpposition I was not de-
sirous of being so unfair as to lake up
a merely critical attitode when I recog-
nised that that point had to be borne in
mind by those who for the time being
were charged with the administration.
One could have hoped that the member for
Northam, who at one time had Ministerial
responsibility, would have evideneed the
same measure of fair play. The hon.
member on the gocension referred to
gunoted my remarks of 1909, and said—
He was sure the member for Brown
Hill would agree with him, for he re-
membered when a similar Bill was be-
fore the House last vear that hon. men-
ber pointed out ik was mainly a ‘Bill
to help the poor man. The Govermnent
had to find the money, and an increase
of from £300 to £750 was something
that should be regarded as drawing a
large sum of money from the Govern-
ment. The responsibility of finding this
money rested with the Government, and
it was really a position, when there
was a desire fo increase the capital,
that the Government should consider
the ways and the means. e was not
prepared to accept the amendment. Tha
increase was altogether unnecessary,
therefore he would ask the Committee
to vote against if.
Hon. J. Mitehell: What was the in-
crease?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
just want to point ont thal because after
all the desire to be eritical or the attempt

"to score off a Minister ought not to lead

any hon. member into taking up an en-
tirely unfair attitnde, and the lion. men-
her had had particular experienee which
made it clear that that atfitnde was neces-
sary at that particolar time. I want also
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to disclaim ever having stated that the
amendment of the Agricultural Bank Act
introduced by wmyself was fo result in
the taking over of the whole of the lia-
bilities of the chartered banks and con-
eentrating them in fhe Agricultural Bank.

Hon. J. Miichell:
speech.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I elaim
that I was advoeating an extension of ils
functions, that we could not rescue all
those who had left the Agrienltural Bank,
and my chief object was devoted to min-
imising as far as possible the necessity
for existing eclients having to leave lhe
Agricutural Bank, and it was with that
ohiect that the liberalisation was made
and 1 never anticipated that in one or two
years we wonld reach the position that
we conld meet the demands of every client
of the eharlered banks. The Agricaltural
Bank in many hundreds, and even thous-
ands of instanees has lent right up to
the hilt, and the small amount which we
set apart vear by year, representing {he
profits—or what are called the profils,
although in reality they are not profits
as security against depreciation or loss
on the assets of the bank, is in my
opinion an aitogether insufficient pro-
vision for that purpose, and it is alto-
gether misleading to call them profits
when we have no separate provision in
the Bill such as every private institution
has, by which a sun is set apart year by
year in order to guard against less in
Tespect fo the dealings as between the
bank and their clients, and the time will
come when with the extension of the bank
instead of merely saying, “We set apart
whatever profit is made as a reserve
against these possible contingencies,” we
ought fo set apart a specific percentage
year by vear for that purpose, and so
adjust the rates of interest and the oper-
ations of the bank that that sum would
be available from the earnings of the
bank after the ordinary working expenses
and interest on the money had been pro-
vided for. T say. however, that with the
alterations which have been made in the
bank. and with the development of the
State the time will arrive when the amounts

Turn up your
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advanced to individual selectors can be
substantially increased. At the present
iime we know that even the repayments
provided for by law have not been made.
In a number of instanees, even the inter-
est has not been paid owing to the diffi-
cultiez which have been encountered, and
these are all factors which make it neces-
sary for the trustees of the bank to in-
sure a cautious poliey in their adninistra-
tion. The hon. member has been very
critical, but I want to repeat, although
it may be nauseating to the hon. member,
some details in connection with the opera-
tions of the bank, to show that the pres-
ent Government have fulfilled their prom-
ize in regard lo the liberalisation of the
hanlk, Tn 1908-9 the total advances were
£261,000 and after repayments are de-
ducted the net amounnt which the Govern-
ment had to find was £225,000. In 1909-
10 the total advances were £252,000,
and after deducling repayments the
net amount they had to find was
£100.000, Tn 191011 ihe total ad-
vances were £283,000. and after provid-
ing for repavments the net amount which
the Gevernment had to find was £39,000,
Tn 1911-12 the total advances were £405,-
000, and after dedueting repavments the
net amount whieh the Government had
to find was £30:,000. Tn 1912-13 the
totnl advances were £636,000. and after
providing for repavments the net amount
whiech had to he found was £603.000.
That indicates the differeniee in the ad-
ministration of the bank as helween ihe
present Administration and that of the
hon. member opposite.

Hon. Frank Wilsen :
private institntions are not
as freely.

'The MINISTER FOR TLANDS : The
hon. member repeats that frequently and
evidently iz delnding hinaself that the at-
titnde of the banks is entirely deter-
mined by the partienlar Administration
in Western Australin. No one knows
hetter than the hon. member that it is
a position which is inflnenced by the
world-wide position, and we have no
less an anthority than Viseount Goschen,
wlho sitid that the preat need of the fin-
anctal markeis of the world to-day is that

Tt shows rhat
advaneing
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there should be a period of financial rest.

I have also supplied to the newspapers
correspondence from some of the Cana-
dian provinces where great agricultural
development $ going on. The board of
trade, which is & hody eorresponding to
our Chambers of Commerce, wrote to me
as Minister for Agricalture asking for
information as tu the methods and de-
tails of the administration of the Agri-
caltnral Bank of this State, and in their
first communication they pointed out
to me that the rate of interest to ithe
agriculturists in the partienlar provinee
was from eight to 10 per cent. for ad-
vances which were not for a specified
term, and later on, in a letter acknow-
ledging the receipt of the memoran-
dum and the information accompanying
the memorandumn which I supplied, they
pointed out that the rate of interest
had inereased from 10 per cent. to 12
per cent. to the agriculturists in that
State, and that, owing to the world-
wide financial stringeney the farmers
were not able to obtain money even at
that rate. Since then and in fact only
during last week 1 received another
letter—I think it was from the province
of Manitoba—asking for similar infor-
mation and pointing out that a similar
condition of affairs existed there, and
from reports we have from the Dominion
of Canada they are up against a serious
condition of affairs in regard to their
fature agrienltnral development, owing
to the fnaneial sbringency, which of
course is largely influenced by the posi-
tion of the market at home. How un-
just and anfair it is to try to score a mis-
erable, petty point by attributing to a
Government in a comparatively insigni-
fileant part of the British Dominions
like Western  Australia—insignificant
ecompared with other parts—attriboting
I sav to some act of administration a con-
dition of things which is enfirely caused
by the finnacial position in the centre
of the financial world, that is Lon-
don, and in those other places through-
out the world whose financial markets
are entirely determined by the position
at the centre of affairs. Tt is that kind
of criticism to whieh one natuvally
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strenuously objeets, and yet while we re-
gret that condition of affairs, while we
recognise that our Administration in
Western Australia has to be carried out
in necordance with our pewer to obtain
money, the Agriculturai Bank with other
activities of Governwment has to be go-
verned accordingly, and it would have
been simply flying a kite and getting
a cheap advertisement if T had said that
we wonld inerease the ecapital by two
million or one and a half million pounds,
as advocated by the member for Wil-
liams-Narvogin, unless there was some
reasonable hope of obtaining that sum of
money. The position at the present time
is that before we meet again, or until we
meet again, we will have ample money
for the administration of the Bank on
the present lines whieh have been much
enlarged, and when this Honse meets
again the financial market may be more
favourable and this House will be able
to consider the question of securing an
even larger sum than we have provided
al- the present time, and deterinine the
poliey accordingly.
Question pubt and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clawse l—agreed to.

Clanse 2~—Amendment of Seetion 16 :
~ Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Minister
had given members to understand that
if the market improved later on the
question of inerveasing the capital of the
bank would be considered. Apparently
there were now two methods of control-
ling eapital, that of debentures repaid and
the fixed capital.

The Minister for Lands : Repayments
of that amonnt and whatever is provided
in the Loan Aect ean he utilised.

Hon, J. MITCHELL.: The fixed
capital was £500,000.
The Minister for Lands : Yes, to the

extent that we get repayments,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Tt was used over
again withont further authority from
Parliament,

The Minister for Lands: Yes.
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Hon, J. MITCHELL: o that there
would be a fxed capital of a million and
three millions of capital under the old
system of debentures and repayments,

The Minister for Lands: It goes back
to the Savings Bank and bas to be re-
drawn under authorisation.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: That wonld meet
the posilion to a small extent, but not
unless the repaymenis came in fairly well.
The Minister would do well to increase
the amount by more than £500,000. As
the member for Williams-Narrogin had
pointed ont, if the amonnt was increased
the Minister need not borrow it straight
away but could exercise the aunthority
when the opportunily was favourable.

Clause pot and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendmeni, and
the report adopted.

Message. )
Message from the Governor reeeived
and read recornmending the Bill.

Third Reading.
Rill read a third time and transmitted
lo the Legislative Couneil.

BILL—MONEY LENDERS ACT
AMENDMENT,
Returned from the
amendiment.

Council without

RTLL — BOULDER LOTS 313 AND
1727 AND RALGOORLTE T,OT 883
REVESTMINT,

Returned from the (‘onneil
amendment.

withont

RILIL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 28ih Novem-
her.

Hon, FRANK WILSON (Sussex):
The Premier in moving the second read.
ing of this Bill gave as his reason for
the measure that it was not altogether the
amount he proposed to colleet under the
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additional taxation, bat that the method
embodied in the Bill was in his opinion
fanir. Then he went on to give an instance
of {he fairness of the metbod in his tinish-
ing remarks, by saying that he knew
most people when they paid £100 over,
said “Come and have a drink” and spent
1s. for drinks, and he asked the 1louse
lo agree with him that if people ecould
pay ls. for drinks, ihey eould pay Gd.
to give legality to the document in the
nature of a receipt. 'Thereupon 1 moved
the adjonrnment of ihe debate. [ was
rather nonplussed ai the argument and
could hardly believe my ears that this
was a legitimate reason for the accepta-
tion of the proposed inerease in (he stamp
duties. 1 know some people do have a
habit of shoufing a drink when they pass
money fo others and wice wersa, but I
hardly think it is the universal eustom,
and if the Premier was aequainted with
the running of commereial houses he
would know that scores of aecounts are
paid and eheques pussed every day of the
week, large sums of money pass and there
is no drink about it at all. Business is
not earried on on those lines at the present
day. and it is foreign fo the purpose of
this legislation to suggest that it is con-
elusive evidence that the proposal is a
fair one for us to accept. I want hon.
members to look into this measure them-
selves and see if they consider the pro-
posal is fair, Tt appears on the face
of it that it i1s a strenuous attempt to
riise some additional revenue, nnd if the
Premier had pnt that forward as his nain
reason  for inlrodueing the measure it
would have been a legitimate reason. It
certainly would have bheen mnch hefier
to have done so than to have adopted such
an argunent as the one T have referred
to. We know that stamp duties in all
Slales are imposed for the purpose of
retting a certain amonnt of revenue, Tn
New Scuth Wales, the mother State of
the Commonwenllh, several vears ncn the
slamp duties were rtepraled when they
had more revenne than they deemed neces-
sary for their purpnses and they wanted
to lizhten the load of taxation when their
revenue was plentiful: of course that was
when n Tiheral Administration was in
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power. Ubat proves my contention that
a measure of this sort is passed for the
one purpose only, that of raising revenue
to assist the Treasurer. The Premier tells
us he thinks he will get £5,000. Fle used
the words “he imagined he would get
some £5,000 additionsl revenue if ihe Bill
was passed.” T want to know if it is
worth while to put the commercial com-
munity of this State and others to all the
vexations trouble of a differeniial tax
tor receipts as is enumerated in the Bill
for the purpose of raising £5.000 to go
to some small extent in the diveclion of
lessening the defieit of £550,000. Of
course lhe Government are justified in
raising revenue in a legitimate manner to
meet their legitimate demands in the ad-
ministration of the State. When revenue
is short, it is the duty of those in charge
to look round and see where they can
legitimately ask the citizens to assist by
way of increased taxation; that is pro-
viding the position and shortage of rev-
enue has been brought about by no fault
of their own and not owing to what I
might term maladministration on their
part. Al the present time, therefore, we
have to consider whether the Government
are justified in inereasing taxation. For
my part T do not think they are. We
have already had to accede to the passage
of land taxation proposals which doubled
the burden to be earried by owners of
land and which by the abolition of rebates
inrreased the burden of those tilling the
soil, Railway vrafes are to be increased,
and here again we have an instance of
the hleeding proecess which was so
eloquenily announced to fake place by
the Attorney General during the recess.

The Attorney General: Tt is an honour-
able healthy sort,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, it is not.
I am just trving to show that to the hon,
member, but he does not ltke the eriticism
and T want to know if he maintains that
the Government are justified in  their
finaneial position: have they jnstified the
whole of their sxpenditure?

The Attorney General: Yes,

The Premier: You did a lot of crosking
and squealing the other day hescause we
did not spend a lot of money at Busselfon,
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Hon, FRANK WILSON: I am not iu
the babit of squealing; I do noi know
what the Premier refers to. I miglht have
made a legitimate request o the Premier
and to his shame be eould noi respound
to that legitimate request.

The Premier: All ¢of which meant the
expenditure of a huge sum of money, It
is a lot of hypoerisy.

Hoan. FRANK WILSOX: 1 am talking
about the maladmimsiration of the hon,
member and the way he has extravagantly -
thrown away, and extracted from the
people’s poekets, woney, and now he
comes here ana asks us to raise £5,000—
he imagines.

The Premier: You had the Estimates
here the other day, why did you not show
the extravagances?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I showed
them, The £5,000 which the Premier
imagines will be raised under the Bill 1z
to go towards the £550,000 deficit at
the present moment. He knows very well
he has enfered upon specunlative concerns
and undertaldngs and is losing money and
cannot enter on the legitimate demands of
my electorate, and has had to break his
promises on many oceasions. It has been
repudiation, He is so hard np that he
does not know where to furn.

The Premier: It is nothing but political
hypoerisy.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The losses
ingurred hy the Government bave had to
be made good and this is one of the pain-
ful attempts which the Premier is now
making in order to cover np his lack of
administrative ability,

The Premier: This is your own Bill,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nothing of
the sort.

The Premier: It is your own draft.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T never
drafted one. That is another misrepre-
sentalion of the Premier’s.

The Premier: You proposed this very
Bill.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I proposed
an inerease in the stamp duty, but not this
Bl
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My, E. B. Johnston : Why, you pro-
posed a duty on amusements,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, and {
think it was a legitimate tax at the time.
The Bills were never introduced, but if
they had been they would have been
passed and the revenue collected.

Mr. B, B. Johnston: Very paltry.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Is it so pal-
try as this proposal of the Premier’s to
make up the loss on his trading concerns
by raising £5,000 under the schedule such
as I have before me? Business people and
all classes of the community are to be
hampered to colleet the paltry sum of
£5,000. We have the suggestion that
evervone is compelled to give a receipt
under a penalty of £10 for money which
they may receive in payment of a debf.
As suggested by interjection by the Pre-
mier, if T met lum in the street and
handed him over £5 in payment of a debt
and adjourned to a drinking shop in
order that we might borrow pen and ink
becanse the receipt must be in writing-———

The Premier: Most up-to-date people
nowadays carry a fountain pen.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: And if the
fountain pen is not in the poeket of the
hon. member, if I wank to pay him £5 he
cannot accept it hecause he is not in a
position to mive a written receipt which
the measnre provides for.

The Premier: If it was made retrospec-
tive, I would have to get a receipt from
you.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No. The hon.
gentleman has received money from me
oh more than one oceasion and I did not
get a receipt, so we are quits., The next
time I may be in his debt to some ex-
tent. The schedule proposes that we
should inflict & tax of one penny for all
reccipts from £2 to £25. Then from £25
to £50 we are to make it twopence, from
£50 to £100 threepence, £100 sixpence,
and every part of £100 above that sum a
further sixpence, so that for £101 we
have to actually put a one shilling reeeipt
stamp on.
There is no reason in it at all, and it is
nothing like any suggestion T have made
for an amendment of the Stamp Duties

That is manifestly unfair..
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Act. I do remember that my propesal,
whieh T commend to the Premier for con-
sideration, was to charge one penny stamp
duty on all receipts over one pound up
to £8 and twopence abave £5. That would
be much more reasonable than the sug-
gestion made in this Bill, which”is erude
and only calenlated to cause breaches of
the Aet, becanse people will never remem-
ber the amount they ought to put on, and
the very magnitude of the duty will only
incite them to evade (he Act and take the
risk of discovery. If one penny were
charged on receipts for £1 up to £5, and
{wopence on receipts above that amount,
the penny being the same as is charged
in the old eountry, it would be a much
fairer proposal than the Premier has
made, and it would bring in much more
revenue, which is the only justifieation
for a measure of this deseription. The
Premier went on to instance payments
by cheque, and said that they, too, should
pav stamp duty. I want to remind him
that chegues do bear a stamp duty of one
penny already, and if a person who pays
his aceount by cheque is satisfied to do
without any official recognition by way of
a receipt, I do not see why he shoald be
compelled to demand a document of that
nature, to carry stamp duty in addition
to the duty already on the cheque. At
present it is on a par with the duty which
we charge under the 1905 Act. Then we
have certain provisions in the measure
which the Premier dwelt on, and which I
think T ean agree with, that is, to chorge
stamp donty on docoments or transfers
which bave been lodged in eserow. T do
not think we can take any excepfion to
that. or to a contract for sale, with. of
conrse. due provision for a refund in case
the nereements are not eventnally carried
out and the transfer completed. It seems
ta me that when we take a deed for the
snle of property gr any other goods men-
tioned in this Bill. we are then entitled
to collect Ihe stamp duty. always with the
provision that if the agreemeni is not
eventually carried out there chall be a re-
fund; so that T concur with that portion
of the measnre. The proposal to echarge
duty on collateral securities. however,
does not appear to me to be fair or rea-
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sonable. It is set forth here that six-
pence per £100 shall be charged on the
amount seeured by collateral or additional
security, notwithstanding that 2s. 6d. pex
£100 has already been paid on the prin-
eipal seeurity. I do not think we should
be justified in charging additional stamp
duty, merely beeause some additional
security has been given by way of mort-
gage for a loan. It would be just as
reasonable to charge on the full value of
the seenrity that was lodged instead of on
the amount secured, as it would be to
charge this additional impost on collateral
security. After all, I go to borrow £5,000,
and I produce seeurily valued at £10,000.
Stamp duty under the existing law is col-
lected on the amount I have borrowed,
and if by way of collateral security I
throw in further securities there is in this
provision an attempt to raise additional
revenue by imposing a further sixpence
per £100 on the amount secured by this
collateral security, and yet we do not
charge on the full value of the securities
already lodged as primary seeurity. It
seems to me unreasonable to legislate in
this direction, and, further, we will have
very great diffieulty in ascertaining the
value of additional or eollateral securities
in the suggested amendment of paragraph
2. I think the Premier would be well ad-
vised to admit at once that his Bill is
not for the purpose of making the inci-
dence of taxation nnder the Stamp Daties
Aect, but is for the legitimate purpose of
raising further revenue. That is the only
excuse that the Premier can advance for
propoxing additional taxation of this na-
fure, and then if he exeludes Seetion 11
altogether and does vot attempt to make
his stamp duaiy for receipts too intricate,
as it will he under the schedule in the
measure. but simplifies it in the manner
I have indicated by naming only two
amounts for receipis, one penny and two-
pence. he will attain his object, get more
revenue, have a faiver impost by way of
taxation, he will certainly mot incur the
same amount of eomplaint, and will not
harass the husiness people and others by
a schedule which is altogether out of rea-
son and proportion, and should not be
passed.
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Question pul, and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes .. . .. 25
Noes .- .. .. 15

Majority for .. 10

AYES.
Mr. Angwiln + Mr. Lewls
Mr. Bath + Mr. McDonald
Mr. [olton | Mr. Price
Mr. Carpenter , Mr. Bcaddan
Mr. Chesson + Mr. B. J, Stubbs
Mr. Collier . Mr. Swan
Mr. Dwyer \F Mr. Taylar
Mr. Foley i Mr. Thomas
Mr. Gl . Mr. Turvey
Mr. Hotman Mr. Walker
Mr. Joknson Mr. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Johnston . Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lander ! {Teller).
NaES.
Mr. Allen Mr. Monger
Mr. Broun Mr. Moore
Mr. Elliotl Mr. A. E. Ptesse
Mr. George Mr. A. N, Piesse
Mr. Harper Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Wisdom
Mr, Male Mr. Layman
Mr. Mitchell (Teller).

Question thus passed,
Bill read a second time.

In Commitice.
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Premier
in eharge of the Bill,
Clause 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—amendment of Section 3:

Mr. MALE: Would the Premier ex-
plain what was the aetnal difference in
this awmended definition of marketable
security ? Tn the original Act the defini-
tion was fairly wide.

Tie PREMTIER : The interpretation of
“marketable security” in the prineipal
Act had been found defective. It was re-
quested that this amendment should be
made to bring the Aet into line with the
Imperial A¢t and many other Acts in
different parts of the British Dominions.
The provision was almost word for word
with the Tmperial Act. and he helieved
was word for word with the New Zealand
Act.

Clause put and passed.

Clause {4—agreed to.

Clause 5—Amendment of Section 73:
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Hon. J, MITCHELL: This clause re-
ferred to leases, and increased ihe duty
by 2s. If inserted it would mean that
an agreement for a lease would have to
bear full stamp duly, and the lease it-
self would have te bear a 2s. Gd, stamp,
instead of 6d. That was a bit unfair,

The PREMIER: The clause was to
eorrecl a misprint which had been quite
apparent, bul had not been discovered un-
{il some of these doenments ecame under
notice. In lingland the duty was only
6d.,, and when the original Act was
brought in here, it was agreed that 2s.
Gd. was a fair thing, but inadvertently
they misprinted the subsection, and made
it 6d., instead of 2s. 6d. This clanse was
to eorrcet what had been pointed out by
the Crown Law autborities as a wmis-
print.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Tt is a double-barelled
shot.

The PREMIER : No, it was naot.

Clause putl and passed.

Clanze G—agreed to.

Clause 7—Certain contracts
chargeable as conveyances on sale:

Hon. J. MITCHELL: In line 5 ap-
peared the words “property loeally situ-
ate out of Western Australia. This word-
ing seemed exiraordinary.

The PREMIER: The wording had
been submitted by the parliamentary
draftsman, hut if there was a misprint
ke (the Premier) would have it corrected
in another place.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 8—agreed to.

Clanse 9—Penalty for omission to duly
stamp documents: -

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Premier
“seemed to overlook the fact that a doen-
menl must be stamped within 28 days,
and the stamp cancelled by an authorised
witness, or a fairly considerable fine was
imposed. Again it appeared that both
barrels were to be fired at the unfortu-
nate man who had omitted to stamp his
document at the one time. We should
either strike out the provision that there
should be a fine by way of additional
stamp dnty, or else strike out the penalty,
which might be £10.

The PREMTER: Tt had been the prae-
tice, and in accordance with the statufe,

to be
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io provide that n the event of a docu-
ment held in eserow, although dated some
time previous to the actual stamping
taking place, so long as it was stamped
within 28 days of the actual transaction
taking eflect, and it eould be shown that
the document had been held in eserow,
the Hne was not lmposed. 1t was not a
new provision at all, but had been in op-
eration during successive Governments.
The (Government were continually on the
advice of the Solicitor General remitling
fines in the case of doeumenis held in
esCrow,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: The stamping
must take place within 28 days of the
document heing signed, and whether it
was held in eserow or not made no dif-
ference. The doenment might or might
not be presented for registration straight
away, but it eertainly must be stamped.

Mr. DWYER: Frequently it happened
that documents were executed bat, for
cerfnin reasons, they were not carried into
effect. The document was then held in
eserow, and nearly always these docu-
ments were not stamped uafil the eserow
was finished. 1t followed that frequently
docnments weve not sltamped until eon-
siderably over a month after their execu-
tion, and up to the present time it bad
always been customary to remit any pen-
alty on evidence being furnished that the
document was held in eserow. It had
heen aeeepled that while a documenl was
in eserow it need not be stamped, T're-
quentlyv it was necessary to held a doen-
ment in eserow, as certain things had to
he done before the provisions of the docu-
ment were to {ake effect.

Hon. J. MITCHRELT: That rendered
it quite unnecessary for this penalty to be
imposed at all.  The Attorney General
apparently had power to remit lhe fine,
and where documenis were held in eserow,
usnally by lawyers or banks, it was the
custom evidently for our good-natured
Attorney General to remii the fine, hut
he conld discontinne the enstom, and
achieve what tihe Premier wanted. The
law provided that on certain oceasions
where some omission was innocently
made, the Attorney General might remit
the fine, hmi apparently another enstom
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had grown up. 1t would be ridiculons
tor the Altorney General on the one hand
to remit a fine, and on the other hand
order a prosecution, The effect of this
clanse wonld be utterly absurd. 1 would
be better if it were struek oul altogether,
and that we left the law as it stood.

Clanse put and passed.

(Clause 10— Amendment
73:

Hon. J, MITCHELL: It was provided
here that a receipt would have to be
given but it had already been shown how
ridieulous the position would be, and how
impossible it would be to earry this out.
No matter what the inconvenienee might
he a man would be compelled to give a
receipt. The Premier stated that the
man who paid by cheque should give a
stamped receipt, but he forgot that the
man who paid by cheque provided the
Treasurer with a penny every time he
drew a cheque, whereas the man whe paid
cash never contributed anything to the
revenue. Under the law as it al present
stood one could not demand a receipt.
The provision was unreasonable and it
was impossible of accomplishmenf. Peo-
ple would hawve to earry with them a
variety of receipt stamps if the clause
became law.

The PREMIER: It was highly inter-
esting to hear the member for Northam
pleading his opposition fo the clanse.
Those who were in the fortunate posi-
tion of being able to pay their accounts
by cheque would be able to trace their
payments, but the man who paid cash
insisted on a receipt which had to be
stamped. The receipt after all was of
no value in law except that it was to
prove that money had been paid, and if
anything else could be produced to show
that an amount had been met, one could
not he charged a sccond time. The penny
which was on thé cheqne had nothing (o
do with the stamp duty. That was im-
posed for a different object. We shonld
nol permit one person to stamp a doen-
ment and another person fo be able to
get off scot free. Tf it was right that n
siamped reeceipt should be given for
£2 every person who received £2 shonld
pay that stamp dnty. Under those

of Section
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circumstances in order to obtain that
duty, we must insist that where by law
it was necessary to give a receipt, that
receipt should be stamped,

My, Wisdom: We have that already.

The PREMIER: When a receipt was
given for £2 it had to be duly stamped.
His desire was to compel, wherever tran-
sactions took place—whether the payment
was made by cheque or sovereigns it
made no difference—that stamp duty
shonld be paid.

Mr. Wisdom: You want the duly on
the transaction.

The PREMIER: Yes; there was noth-
ing to prevent a person paying an amount
of £100 withount paying stamp duty at all,
if he paid by cheque, becanse he did
wot ask for or reguire a receipt. On the
other hand a person who paid with coin
of the realm would have nothing to show
unless he had a receipt, and that receipt
would have to bear a stamp, In order
to put all on the same footing it was
desired {hat all must give a receipt, and
that all receipts must be stamped. It
was not a matter of getting revenue so
mueh as putting all on the same footing,

Mr. MALE: The remark of the Premier
that this was not required for revenue
purposes was o strange one. Why then
was it a graduoated tax?

The Premier: I tried to explain that,
and if yon eannot understand it I eannot
help it.

Mr, MALE: It was a pity that he was
not able to understand the Premier, but
certainly the Premier could not be under-
stood when he said that the man who paid
his aceount by cheque evaded stamp duty,
That man paid a penny just as the man
who paid with coin of the realm. TIf the
Premier’s contention was that this was lo
be a tax on fransactions, then the
clause did not go far enough. We had
{ransactions by barter. How was it pro-
posed to get over them? A man might
give a hale of wool in exchange for a
bag of flour. It would be casy to evade
the payment of stamp duly by such a
transaction as by the payment of an ac-
count by cheque. The proposal in the Bill
was cumbersome and paltry in the ex-
treme. This surely was not in the Im-



3588

perial Act, because it would be impossible
of administration, and moreover it was
ridiculous,

The PREMIER: The hon. member for-
got {hat stamp duty was imposed on the
person who received the money. If he
made payment by coin of the realm he
would receive a receipt with a stamp wp-
on it, Did the hon. member not recog-
nise the fact that in dealing with cheques,
it was not the person who received pay-
ment who paid the stamp duty, but the
person who bought the cheque book and
made fle payment? In the ecase of a
ensh transaction the stamp was provided
by the person who received payment. The
object of the provision was that the per-
son who received the payment by cheque
should contribute to the revenue on an
ecual basis with the person who received
payment by eash. All would be required
to pay on an equal basis. It was not
fair that beeause a man paid by cheque
the duty should be evaded,

Clause put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .- .. . %
Noes .. .. .. 15

Majority for .. 9

AYEB,
Mr. Angwin 1 Mr. McDonald
Mr. Bath i Mr. Mullany
Mr. Bolton . Mr. Price
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Chesson © Mr. B. J, Silubbs
Mr. Collier . Mr. Bwan
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Thomas
Mr. Foley ' Mr. Turvey
Mr, Gil " Mr. Walker
Mr. Johuson Mr. A, A, Wilzon
Mr. Johaston Mr. Underwood
Mr. Lander (Teller).
Mr. Lawis

Noka.
Mr. Allen Mr. Monger
Mr. Broun Mr. Moore
Mr. Elllott Mr. A. B, Plesse
Mr. George Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Harper Mr. F. Wllson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Male Mr. Layman
Mr, Mltchell {Tailer).

Clause thus passed.
Clanse 11—Amendment fo schedule to
Act No. 20 of 1905:
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The

ment—
That the following paragraph be in-
serted to stand as paragraph I:—Un-
der the heading ‘“‘apprenticeship” the
figures 0. 5, 0. and the exemplion
thereunder are omitled, and the words

“exempl from duly” are inserted.

The principal Act provided that an instrn-
ment of apprenticeship should carry a
five shilling stamp. The exemption made
reference to an instrument relating to
any ehild apprenticed under the Industrial
and Retormatory Schools Aect, 1893. 1t
was desired to encourage indentures of
apprenticeship as mueh as possible and
io make them of some value. Under the
existing eonditions they were frequently
unstamped, and parents were not aware
of the necessity for stamping, the result
being that if & point of law was taken Lhe
indentures would be thrown out, because
they were not stamped. To subsequently
sapply the omission meant the expendi-
ture of something Jike £8 which, of
course, in many instances would be quite
}‘.rohib.iti\'e to the parent. The amuunt
collected under the existing provision
was searcely appreciable. The only place
where indenfures were stamped-was in the
warksheps at Midland Junetion. The
whole sum involved probably did not
amount, to £10 a year.

Amendment passed,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Would the Pre-
mier explain why it was desired that any
eollateral seenrily in respect to a mortgage
should be slamped. The transaetion
which set ount the security was duly cov-
ered, and under the provision, although
it wonld not be covered Lwice, yet more
stamps would have to be provided than
were necessary to cover the secarity.

The PREMIER: Collateral securties
were nol earrying any daty.

Hon. .J. Mitchell: Why should they?

The PREMIER : Because ihey were all
part of the transaction. Duly was received
on the original amount, but not on the
eollateral seenrity. Collateral mortgages
were exempt {o-day, but under the Bill
would be liable to 6 per cent.

Bon. J. Miichell: Why shounld they?

PREMIER moved an amend-
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My, Wisdom:
action.

The PREMIER: To sowe extent it
was, and it was considered desirable thai
it should carry 6 per cent. duty, or one-
fifth of that on a primavy seeurity. It
was in accordance with the Imperial Act.

Hon, Frank Wilson: I do not think so.

Mr. WISDOM: The original duty on
a securily was based on the amount ad-
vanced, If the collateral security was
given it did not increase the amount ad-
vanced, and that being so there was no
reason to charge an extra duty, which in-
deed would be extremely unfair.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Even if the pro-
vision were in the original Act it wonld be
unfair that the securiiy which was to cover
the amount of the advance already fully
stamped should be again stamped. The
Premier ought to sllow the provision re-
ferring to collaleral seenrity to bhe struck
out. Again, e objected to the progressive
stamp duty provision in the same eclanse.
It was provided that stamp duty should
range from one penny upwards. The
penny was quite suffieient to place upon
any receipt for any amount, and there was
no need for a progressive duty. We col-
lected revenue from the (ransaction in
other ways and people would only avoid
giving receipts if these high daties were
imposed. If the Premier could nof make
ends meet without collecting all these six-
pences he onght to get off the Treasucy
beneh and let somebody else there. The
Premier expected to raise £5,000 a year
and fo get it wonld involve £10,000 worth
of trouble. e objecied to progressive
taxation in regard to stamp dnty on re-
ceipts,

The PREMIER: The hon. member
eould not offer an argument withont he-
ing offensive,

Hon. J. Mitehell : T was not.

The PREMIER: The hon. member did
not appreciate if; it was part of his
nature. He need not talk ahout the Gov-
ernment requiring sixpenees to earry on
and that if they could not do it thev had
beiter get off the Treasurv bench. He
was not aware that the present Govern-
ment were responsible for the Rrsk Stamp
Aet which levied these sixpences and shil-

It 15 not a fresh trans-
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lings. Under the 1905 Act tremendous
amendments were made in levying duty
under the Stamap Aet. The present mea-
sure was intended to correct and adjust
some of the anomalies and to impose the
tax more equitably. If stamp duty was to
be increased it was better to fix it on a
sliding scale. When a big transaction
took place it was nothing unusual for a
hottle of champagne to be broken.

Mr. George: What sori of ecompany
bave you been keeping?

The PREMIER: It was frequently
done.

Mr, George: Nonsense!

The PREMIER: It was done, and to
ask the person to pay a small amount by
way of stamp duty would not press heav-
ilv on him.

Mir. (George: Why not make it apply
to transactions where there is proved to
be a profit?

The PREMIER: The hon. member was
always complaining that there was no pro-
fit and was evading stamp daty.

Hon, J. Mitehell: Do nol be offensive.

The PREMIER: That was not offen-
sive, In a transaction involving £100 a
person would not complain at bhaving to
pay 6d. in stamp duty, The marginal note
referred to the Imperial Act, which
showed that this was in accordance with
the Impertal law.

Mr. ELLTOTT: The clanse would
prove a harassing piece of legislation, of
which there had been foe much this ses-
ston. If we went on like this, Western
Ausiralia wonld be a good place to get
out of.

The Minister for Works:
stopping vou.

AMr. ELLIOTT: Under the clanse the
stamp duty on a transaction of £99 would
he 3d. and on one of £100. 64. The vsual
role was to give a reduetion for a larger
gquantity. Tt would he better to drop the
Bill into the waste paper hasket.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: How far was it
infended to go with the exemptions?
Woaould receipts for wages have to be
stamped ¥

The PREMIER: AN the exemplions
were in the 1005 Act. At the present

No one is
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time payments made by the Crown to con-
fractors and others were exempt.

Mr. Male: Why shonld they not be ex-
empt ?

The PREMIER: Why should they be
exeapt? When a contractor received
payment from a private person he had to
pay stamp duoty, and why shonld be nof
have to pay stamp duty in regard to a
paymen{ from the Crown#?

Mr. George: At present you get stamp
duty on Crown payments,

The PREMIER: No we do not.

Mr. George: Another bit of bleeding,

that is all.

The PREMIER: It was not. Why
should not a coniractor have fo starop the
document if he received £100 from the
Crown just the same as if he received it
from Jim Jones?

Mr. Male: How will hon. member’s
salaries stand under this clanse?

The PREMIER: Moneys paid by way
of salaries, wages, or emoluments would
inelude the payment of salaries to hon.
members, .

Hon. Trank Wilson: Does stamp duty
have to be paid in respect 1o wages?

The PREMIER: No, wages were ex-
empt, Anything which was exempt at the
present {ime would remain exempt, except
payments of money by the Crown to other
persons.

Mr. GEORGE:
to-day?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. GEORGE: Then the Government
had been receiving a lot of money from
persons who were under the jmpression
that wages were not exempt. 1f a man
drew a cheque for £100 across the counter
of a bank, would that be exempt?

The PREMIER: That was exempt
under the Aet. There was no change in
the existing exemptions with the exception
of payments made by the Crown. Pay-
ments of large sums to eontractors at pre-
sent did not carry stamp duty, and such
payments should. The payment of sala-
ries and emoluments to persons in the
publie  service were still exempt.

Were wages exempt
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Clause as amended put, and & division
taken with the following rasult:—
Ayes - . o2
Noes . . ..o 12
Majority for .. .. 9

ATYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr., McDonald
Mp. Bath Mr. Mullany
Mr. Bolton Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Carpenter Mr. B. J. Stubbs

Mr, Chessen ] Mr. Swan
Mr. Collier } Mr, Thomas
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Turvey
Mr. Jaohuson ‘ Mr. Walker
Mr. Jobnsten ¢ Mro AL A Wilsen
Mr. Lander | Mr., Underweood
Mr. Lewls R {Teller).
NoEs.

Mr. Broun " Mr. Monger
Mr. Ellioit | Mr. Moore
Mr. George Mr. A. E. Plesse
Mr. Lelroy Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Male Mre. F. Wlilsen
Mr. hittchell Mr. Layman

! (Teller).

Clanse as amended thus passed.
Sitting suspended from .16 to 7.30 p.m.

Sechedute, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendwment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—FLINDERS BAY-MARGARET
RIVER RAILWAY PURCHASE.

Message.

Message from the (overnor received
and read recommending the Bill.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER 1POR WORKS {(Hon.
W. D. Jolinson) in moving the second
reading said: The Bill T have the pleasnre
to submit for the consideration of ihe
House deals with the purchnse by the
Government of an existing railway ron-
ning from the Margaret River to Flinders
Bay. This line was built by Millars’
Company some vears ago and was oper-
ated by them for a number of years in
connection with their timber trade and
the working of their saw mills, and in
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addition they carried produee from the
seltlers along the rvoute of the railway
and gencrally assisted to the extent that
was possible the settlement and de-
velopment of that part of the State. Some
little time back the company reahsed that
the willing operations would have to
come to a close beeavse the area was cut-
ting out, and they proposed to elose down
their mil! amd remove it. [n addition
they were going to lift the rvails laid on
this line from Margaret River to Flinders
Bay. Tt was recognised at the time that
a hardship would be inflicted on the set-
tlers of the locality if the rails were hifted.
as they would by that means be eut oft
from eommunication with the porl, and
would have no oportunity of marketing
their produee. It is trne there are not a
greal many seftlers in this locality, but
considering that it is a timber eoncession
the opporiunities for settlement were not
greal; still, where land was available and
the people had an opportunity of taking
up land and working it, principatly onder
closer scitlement conditions, thev did so.
Few thouzh there arve in the locality, and
few thongh there were at the time the com-
pany propesed to lift the rails, the Gov-
ernment of the day considered that some-
thing should be done to anable the setilers
to continue their operalions. A proposal
was made that the Government should
take over the line. This was submitied
fo the Government first. as far as I ean
see by the records, in 1908, Sir Newton
Moore was then Premier, and the com-
pany suggested, and T think they were
supported by the settlers, that the Gov-
ernment should take over the line. The
ecompany af that time pointed out that
they would have two or three vears’ ecut-
ting, but that at the end of that euibing,
unless the Government purchased the
line, they would he eompeiled fo 1ift the
rails, Some time in 1911 the company
practicall¥ ent out the whole of the area,
and the concession that thev had from
the Government in the wayv of a timber
lease reverted to the Crown. Tt is true
they had quite an area of freehold land
which they had purchased and aequired
from the Government by otber means,
hut that area which was held under tim-
her concession reverted to the C'rown in
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1911. It was then the settlers beeame
somewhat alarmed, realising that the
eompany weare closing down, They got

up a petition and presented it to the
Government, requesting that the line
might be immediately pur¢hased, and as
a result of that petition one of the en-
gineers of the Public Works Departizent,
AMlr. Tindale, who is recognised as one
of our able men, was sent down to inspect
the line and report. HHe pointed out in
his report that the line starvted two and
a hall miles from the Margaret River
and extended in a southerly direction wia
Karridale to Flinders Bay. He reporied
exhiwustively on the condition of the line,
and generally estimated the wvalue, in-
cluding the jetly, at £27,300, In April,
1912, the malter was brought under Lhe
notiee of Ihe Premier {(Hon, J. Seaddan)
by depulation, and I think it was brought
under hiz notice while in the loecality, and
he stated in reply to representations made
by the setilers that if the line could be
purchased at a reasonable price the (ov-
ernment would be prepared to buy i,
Things went quietly along then until some
time in Qctober, 1912 when it was re-
porled to the Government that the com-
pany had slarted or were starting to lift
the rails. Representations were made hy
the Covernment and the company re-
plied stating that they expected to Lave
the whole of the rails lifted by Mareh,
1M3. The Government renlised then that
something would have to be done, and
consequently we opened up negotfiations
with the eompany, asking them to put a
price on the railway and also to give us
their opinion as to the condition of the
line, so that we might have a basis to work
on. In reply fo these representations, the
company stated that they were prepared,
not only to sell the railway, bhut that they
would like fo sell their freehold land, the
mill as it was in good order, and the
jetty, elcetera. This offer was eonsidered
by the Government and it was decided
that we should limit our purchase to the
railway. On this being submitted to the
company they pressed, stating that they
considered it would be far better for the
Government o purchase them outright.
The resnlt was that Mr. Properjohn, who
i now superintendent of the sawmills,
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and a eapable officer, was sent down to
inspect the company’s sawmill. He re-
ported that be eould not recommend the
purchase, as he could not see how it could
be vperated successfully, owing to the
fact in the first place, that the timber
was cut out, and again that the cost of
the removal of the plant would make it
anything but a business proposition. That
confirmed the Government’s views that it
wotild be better to limit the question of
purchase to the railway.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Whai about the
land?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course that matter was also considered,
and the Governmeni came to the conelu-
sion that we could not take into eonsidera-
tion the purchase of the land.

Hon, Frank Wilson: What did they
want for it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
did not come to a price. They submitted
a sngreestion that we should negotiate for
the purchase of the whole thing, but 1
do not think they fixed a price on the
various ttems which they proposed to sell,
However, as the resnlt of the Government
limiting their purchase to the railway the
company replied fixing the price for a
mileage of 34 miles 24 chains at £34.310,
and also stating that if we proposed to
take over the jetty—which of eourse is
essential o the suecessful working of the
line—they would require £4,000 extra for
the strncture, This offer was considered
by the engineers of the Public Works De-
partment, and they pointed ouit that eer-
tain sidings were inecluded in the pro-
posed sale which they did not think the
Government required. As the result of
eutting out these sidings, it was found
that the length of line we would require
to purchase, if we decided to do so. was
31 miles 15 chains. This proposal was
then submitted to Mr. Thompson, the
Engmeer-in-Chief. Mr. Tindale was again
sent down, and went into the question of
the proposal as submitted by the company.
He was accompanied by Mr. Thompron,
and hoth officers went exhanstively into
the whole thing, making. of eourse, a per-
gonal insnection. They recommended as
the result of their investigation that we
should decide to buy the railway complete,
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including the water supply, and also take
over the jetty, the mooring buoys, springs,
oteetern. and they fixed the priece at
£31,000, )

Mr, Georpe: Was that at its value, or
the amount it would cost to pnt in new?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
its value,

Aly, George:
tion?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. -
They went into it exbaunstively and fixed
the value of the jeity and other items,
details of which will be found in the
schedule, at £31,000. As a resalt of this
investigation, and owing to the absence
of the Premier in the old couniry, repre-
sentations were made to Millars that they
should allow the matter to stand over
until the Premier’s return. By allowing
the matter to stand over T mean that they
were not to lift the rails, but would con-
tinue to operate the line until the return
of the Premier who had givern some per-
sonal altention fo the maftter. and who,
Cabinet thonght. should be eonsulted he-
fore any final deecision was arvived at.
In April last T visited the loeality. not,
of course, the area served by the line, hut
while at Yallingup a deputation was in-
trodueed hy the leader of the Opposition
and the settlers there urged very strongly
thal the (Government should take the line
over, and pointed out what alreadv had
heen admitted, that considerable hardship
would be done them if the comnany lifted
the line, or if they eeased to wperale if
The deputation peinted out that there
were 70 settlers interested and lhey
claimed that they should receive some con-
sideration. On the return of the Premier
Cahinet went inte the malter again and
approved of the pnrchase of the line
provided we eould met it for £31.000. that
is including the jettv. and provided that
we could lease the railway at a low rental
for a given time, wntil we had an ap-
portumty to make the eonnection hetween
the existing railway and Margaret River.
The conneetion would be hy means of a
railway which has heen discussed at vari-
ous fimes from Busselton to Margaret
River. The (overnment reengnised that
to operate this line suceessfully required

Allowing for deprecia-
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connection with the existing lines, and,
consequently, while we wanted to keep it
going in order that the settlers might not
suffer, we were not prepared lo pay the
purchase price until we had an opportu-
nity to operate it suceessfully. Conse-
quently we made representations to the
company that they should give us the
right fo operate the line at a low rental
and also allow us the use of the locomotive
and rolling stock which they were then
using, so that we could keep the line
going, and three years from the time we
tock it over on lease we were to complete
the purchase, subject to the approval of
Parliament. On the 24th June we re-
ceived notice from the company that they
were ceasing operations and that they
generally had concurred in the proposal
of the Government to lease the line, and
they snggested that the Government
" shonld send down and take it over, so
that it might he operated by the Govern-
ment until we could finally settle the
terms of the agreement.

Mr, George: What is the weight of
the rails?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
vary. A few lengths are as light as 30Ih.
and some of them are 45 and 46lb. Only
a very short distance is laid with 30lb.
rails. Then Mr, Lowe, assistant under-
secretary in the Works Department, was
sent down to take over the concern. He
arranged with some of the officers of the
eompany to rtelain their positions and
operate the line under Government con-
trol. That was fixed np and roughly since
the 1st July this line has been operated
by the Government on a leasehold, the
details of which are outlined in the sche
dule. This, briefly, is the history to date
and the other details are given in the
schedule,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Have von anv re-
port from the engineers as to the con-
dition of the rails, fastenings, and sleep-
ers?

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS:
Yes, the officers went inte detail and
they gave o report as to the value of
the rails and the state of the rails and
the stafe of the permanent way. and of
the sleepors, Tavine in view these de-
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tails they fixed the price and it is the
price with which we are dealing. If the
House desires, I have the reports of the
engineers, but I do not think it is neces-
sary to go inito detail. In the first place
Mr. Tindale fixed the price at £27,300,
and when le got the details as to what
the company were prepared to sell, he
and lhe Engineer-in-Chief fixed the
price at £31,000,

Mr. Thomas: You are giving them
the extreme value.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : No.
Hon. members should disabnse their
minds on that seore. The bedrock price
of the company was £35.000 odd and the
Engineer-in-Chief’s value, taking every-
thing into consideration, is £31.000.

Mr. George: Waszs there not some
candition of reversion fo the Government
at the expiration of the concession 2

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : No.

Mr. George: That is one of the con-
ditions in regard to eoncessions. *

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
was no such eondition in regard to this
particnlar line. If members turn to the
sehedule they will find the agreement
in detail. It roughly provides in the first
paragraph that the ecompany agree to
sell and the Government agree to pur-
ehase. In paragraph 2 the completion of
the purchase is fixed for the 1lst June,
1916, practically three years from the
time we took over under the lease. We
took the lease of the line from the 10th
July, 1913. It was arranged that we
should have the use of their locomotive
and the necessary rolling stock to keep
the line operating, and for this we agreed
to pay them a rental of £150 per annum
and, in addition, we agreed to pay £150
per annum as a lease for the railway,
making a total of £300. We agreed to
pav for a term of three years until we
ecompleted the purehase at the price
fixed by the Engineer-in-Chief, £31,000.
Paragraph 2 ulso makes provision fov
the Government to keep and maintain
the locomotive and rolling stock, simply
allowing for fair wear and tear. Under
paracraph 3 it is stipulated as to how
fair wear and tear shall he decided. Tt
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s to be left to the Chief Mcchanical En-
ginecr, whose decision shall be final. The
officer inspected the roling stock when
we Llook it ever and gave his report and

he will report when we are handing it
back and will decide as fo whether we
have maiotained it fairly, and whether
fair wear and tear only has taken plaece.
In paragraph 3 provision is made for
three months’ notice, shonld we decide
to cease hire. 1[ we «eecide not to eon-
{inne operating the line the company have
to take baelk the rolling stock, which we
are hiring. Paragraph 4 of the agree-
ment simply ontlines the width of the
land whieh we take over with the line.
It provides that we have the right to get
land fov four sidings. The exaet posi-
tion of these sidings has to be determined
but the company agreed that, should
these sidings be fixed where they have
frechold land. they will give the land
for the purpese of the sidings, when
fixed by the Government. Tt alse pro-
vides that the survey for the purpose of
pretting the width of land shall be
done and paid for by the Government.
Under paragraph 5, which also deals with
the four sidings, provision is made that
the company shall not sell any land with-
out the consent of the Government, This
paragraph is inserted so that the eompany
conld not speenlate as to where the sid-
ings would be loeated. 'The company
might have an idea as to where the sidings
would be fixed and nught start selling the
land. 'We suggested, and the company
agreed, that they would not sell any land
wilhout first obtaining the consent of the
(iovernment.  Paragraph 6 deals with
water supplies and the details are more
fully set out in the second schedule. Para-
graph 7 deals with certain permanent way
material and the telephone which is situ-
ated on land outside of the area which we
propose to take over under the provisions
of the Bill. Tt simply gives us the right
to hring the telephone in from the com-
pany’s land on to our own land, and the
company give us the right to enter for
that purpose at any time. TUnder para-
eraph 8 the company agree to give us the
use of their engine sheds, and the sheds
necessary for operating the line during
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the time that we are working it. Under
paragraph 9 if through any eause it is
impossible for the Government to com-
plete the purchase by June, 1916, we then
start to pay interest on the amount agreed
npon, £31,000, at the rate of 5 per cent.
That is in the event of there being any
delay in regard to the purehase.

Mr. Male: That is siiff interest, is it
nal ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
last paragraph in the agreement provides
that the company shall pay all rates and
taxes up to the time we take over the line.
That generally and briefly outlines the
historv of the negotiations which led to
the proposed purchase by the Government
and the terms on which we propose to
purchase, subject to the approval of Par-
liament,

Mr. George: Will this railway be of
any nse to the present sawmills?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Hen. J. Mitcbell: There is a good deal
of timber along it.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: There
is a cerfain amount of timber but there is
a good deal of frechold land. In regard
to Flinders Ray. as was pointed out in
ihe Press the other day by the Premier,
there is a fine depth of water, something
like 33ft. at the jetty, which can accom-
modate the largest vessels trading to Aus-
tralin, and T believe the time will eome
wlhen we will be exporting a considerable
quantity of timher from Flinders Bay.
T do not want the House to conelude from
my remarks thal the constrnetion of the
Russelton-Margaret River railway, and
the connection with Flinders Bay, will
have any great beaving on (he export of
timber. but I helieve the natural fall of
the country from the karri forests is
towards Flinders Bay, and that it will be
found beneficial to construet a railway
from Big Brook to Flinders Bay, which
will open up a bigger tract of forest eoun-
try than we have to-day and then we will
have an outlet to Flinders Bay, where we
ean load the largest vessels and have a
grade whieh will enable us to carry greater
loads than it is possible to carry into
Busselton or Bunbury. That, however, is
for the future, bhut it indieates, T think,
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that it is a good husiness deal to acquire
this jetty. The jetty is in a fair state of
repair and will provide a port in the
southern portion of the State which will
be of material assistance to us in future.
I think I can now leave the matter to the
consideration of hon. members. The deal,
in my opinion, is a good one. It has been
thoroughly investigated and the value has
been closely estimated by the expert offi-
cers of the department and the company
have been induced, after profracted nego-
tiations, to aceept the Government’s offer
of £31,000. as outlined in the schedule to
the Bill, including the jetty and the equip-
ment at Flinders Bay.

Mr. George: Did you get any report
from the Working Railways?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
becanse it is essentially a matier for the
Works Department.

Mr. George: You would have been wise
if vou had done so.

. The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;
we will have to bring it up to standard
before the Working Railways will touch
it. T move—
That the MU be now read a second
time.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): 1,
of ecourse, weleome the fact that the Gov-
ernment have deeided to purchase this
line, beeanse I have urged them ever since
they tock office, not only to aeguire this
railway line, hat also to construet the
proposed railway from Busselfon to Mar-
garet River, to couple np with the same
and thus make a through connection from
our permanent raibway system to the
southern coast. I have also urged very
strongly on the Govevoment on several
oceasions that they should not be satis-
fied with acquiring the railway line. hut
thai they should also take steps to acqnire
the freehold lands of the company in the
neighbourhood of IKarridale. There we
have a streteh of country which is emin-
ently snitable for closer settlement, and
more especially is it suitable for cereal
crops and dairying, that industry which
we all agree will mean very much to
Western Anstralia in the near future. Tt
has given considerable concern to previ-
ons Administrations, as indeed it has to
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ihe present Government, that we should
be importing every year butter and other
food stnffs which might be produced
within our own borders. Here we have
the solution of the difficulty in the Sonth-
West corner of the State, a district which
to some extent is unknown to the ordinary
citizen of Western Australia at the pre-
sent time, although the officers of the Gov-
ernment have a good deal of, knowledee
of the capabilities of that portion of our
State. T am sorry that the Government
have decided to turn down the idea of
acquiring the freehold estate owmed by
the eompany,

Mr. F. B. Johnston: How big is it?

Hon., FRANK WILSON: T faney it
iz abont 30,000 acres, hut T would not be
sure. We are in the position that the
Government will take over this line and
they will put it into good running order.,
and immediately the freehold of the land
around it will acquire an added wvalue,
more espeeially as under the eircumstan-
ces the Government will be bound to run
some sort of a time table for the railway
and give facilities of tramsit which pos-
sibly the company would not give unless
thev were assured it would be a directly
pavable propesition We know that the
company had started to lift the rails
and thereby they occasioned great con-
cern to the settlers hetween the Margaret
River and Karridale. Naturally these
settlers felt that not only had their local
market zone, the local market which pre-
vionsly existed by reason of the faet
that there was a large community for
whom they catered, but also that access
to the coast would he denied to them.
On the other hand they were brought
hack to the only means of getting in their
produce by earting 30 wmiles into Bussel-
fon. Tt is only vight that these people
shonld have some consideration. not that
thev are producing a great amount at
the present mowment, I am sorry to say,
but T wish to emphasise the point that
unless the pledge given by the Premier
on several occasions to construet the
railway from Busselton to Margaret
River is speedily carried out, the puor-
chase of this Flinders Bay railway will
be somewhat of a white elephant. Tts
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suceess hinges upon the coupling of it
up with the existing railway system of
the State, and giving encouragement to
the settlers in that portion of the State
south of Busselton. The guestion of
value is of course apart from the prin-
ciple of the State acquiring the line. I
am not in n position to say with any
degree of c¢ertainty what the value of the
railway is. T know it is a pretiy old line,
and therefore, unless the rails and fasten-
ings have heen renewed to some extent
from time to time, and the sleepers re-
newed also as it was found necessary
to.renew them, there would not be se
mueh value in the undertaking as appears
in the agreement. Bat if the line has
been kept in fair repair and the engi-
neers have satisfied themselves, and I
presuine they have from the Minister’s
remarks, that it is in reasonably good
working order at the present time, al-
though not perhaps quite up to the stand-
ard, then 1 take it we must accept the
Engineer-in-Chief’s reecommendation to
purchase, backed wp by thai of Mr. Tin-
dale, and come to the conclusion that this
gentleman, after a thorough inspection
of the line satisfied himself that it was
in goed order. I want fo see that por-
tion of the State settled and settled
quickly, and this is a preliminary step
in that direetion. The future of the
State depends larzely upon the opening
up of the country between Busselton and
Denmark, and Flinders Bay and Norna-
lup on the south coast. It iz an immense
territory, and at the present time it is
clothed with very valuable karri forests,
As these are cut out, and in the swamp
ecountry whieh exists right round the
southern coast, there will be very valu-
able areas for settlemeni, and T venture
to think that i will not be many vears,
if we are going to have a proper scheme
encrgetically carried out for the peopling
of that district, befare we are supplying
nearly the whole of the two millon
ponnds worth of foodstuffs which we are
now importing from the Eastern States,
That is a very desirable position to at-
tain. T notice that the rental is wvery
moderate for the three vears which have
been allowed for the completion of the
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purchase, T am not quite sure whut the
objeel of the Government is in poslpon-
ing the fatal day of payment, whelher it
he through stress of finances, or merely a
desire to get this railway at a cheap
rental for a few years before finding the
capital with which to pay for it. I think
it would have been helter if the Govern-
ment had driven a havder bargain wilh
regard lo the amount to he paid, and
either stipulated that the amount should
be paid in bonds or else in cash down.
As it appears here it looks as if {hey had
purchased the line and were going to pass
the task of raising the necessary funds
for liguidaiing the liability on to their
sueeessors,  Their sueceessors will have
plenty to do in squaving up the defieif,
and in otherwise financing necessary re-
forms without having to raise the pur-
chase money for this line,

Mr. Thomas: We will put it off then
for another five years.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member would put off having successors
if he was able to.

AMr. Thomas: I am afraid someone else
will have a say sinee you do not approve
of ik,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have not
said {hat T de not approve of snceessors
taking charge of the Treasury benclies, but
that T disapprove of the methods of fin-
ance whieh will rush inte liabilities which
the present Government’s snecessors will
have to liquidate, just as the hon. merber
would disapprove if anvone ecommitted
him in his private affairs to a large lia-
hility whiel he wauld have to take the re-
sponsibility of perhaps in the near future,

Aly. Thomas: I quite agree they are
foolish in taking on this responsibility.

Hon, PFRANK WILSON: Then I sup-
pose the hon. member will oppose this Bill.
The olher terms in eonneefion with the
purchase appear to be reasonable so far as
we can pather by hastily reading through
the clauses of the Bill. I notice, however,
one omission whieh appears to be serious,
and it is that in the case of a dispute the
matter ought to be settled hy arhitration.

The Minister for Works: Dispute on
what?
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Hon, FRANK WILSON: In connec-
tion with the carrying out of the agree-
ment, Al sorts of differences arise in
carrving ont agreements of this sort and
then litigation follows.

The Minister for Works:
vou fix a price,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Oh yes, it
is just as well to have a provision in the
contract Lhat disputes shall he settled by
arbitration, With regard io Lhe jetly at
Flinders Bay L bhave not seen it for sev-
eral years. The last time I was down there
it was in foll swing and was being utilised
for the shipment of timber which was be-
ing exported from Karridale and the sur-
rounding distriets. At that time il was in
a fair state of repair and 1 presume it is
still in that condition. It was a very
sound jetty; it was a good wharf for its
purpose, going into a fair depth of water.
It is a jetty which could be utiised sue-
cessfully all the year round though at cer-
fain periods of the vear it is subject to
the invoads of southerly gales, otherwise
I believe it is a work of guod value. How-
ever, it is no use having either the
jetty or the railway if we are to sit back
and be satisfied with having completed the
purchase of this railway, and nothing else.
The purchase itself will ot be worth en-
tering into unless we immediately go on to
constroct the railway which will enable
that line to be ecoupled up with the system
of the State at Busselton and take steps
also to settle the lands adjacent to the
line. Tf this be done T know of my own
knowledge there will be many thousands
of acres not only of karri, but of jarrah
country which, although it has been ent
over for mill purposes, wiil still provide
pleny of work for hewers, and T am satis-
fied if the Government have the line con-
strueted from Busselton {o the Margaret
River; they will be able to zet several mills
going which will help to meet their own
reruirements and possibly assist also in
carrying ouf the contract for providing
sleepers for the Trans-Australian rail-
way, 2 conftract which bas heen faken
at a priee which is not too good, so far as
the State is concerned. The ultimate tap-
ping of this ecountry by a railway as
sngeested by the Minister for Works from

Not when
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Big Brook to Flinders Bay way possibly
be a proposition which will meet with
the recommendation of the responsible offi-
cers of the department and the opinions of
members of this House. At the present
time I think we ean safely say that all the
timber that is to be cut in that distriet be-
hind Naonup can be conveyed over the
Nannup line and brought into Busselton
for shipment. At Busselton, as the Minjs-
ter has admitted, we have a jetty which al-
though very long, perbaps the longest in
the Commonwealth at the present time, has
justified its existence, and I venture to
say that with some additional factlities,
the extension of the head in order to give
another berth, and a little dredging, we
will have ample facilities fo handle al! the
titber that will be produced in and about
Nannup and the country extendinng he-
vond it te the Warren River.

Mr, E. B. Johaston: If we can open
up another port so much the better.

Hon. FRANK WILSQN: The other
port is opened up, but the unfortunate
part about it is that the timber has been
ent out in the immediate neighbourhood
to a large extent, and we will have to
bridge over a big tract of country before
we can tap the big belt of timber country
that is necessary to supply an exporl
trade. We will have fo build a railway of
60 or 70 miles in length, and with the
Nannop railway already coustructed ex-
tended 15 or 20 miles we will have all fhat
is required, and we have Busselton at the
other end, which gives the facilities neccs-
sary for the export trade. I do not know
that I can say any more in regard to the
Bill. Of course, I am favourably dis-
posed towards it and support it, I would
hike to know from the Minister the exteni
of freehold land held by the eompany. and
some idea of what they ask for that free-
hold estate, also whether it is not possible
that an option can be taken over it in order
that if settlement is to proceed apace, the
State may get the advantage of ihe in-
crement which will take place in the land
when it is cut ap and settled, instead nof
that increment going into the coffers of
the company. T sapport the second read-
ing of the measure,
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Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) : 1t is some-
what interesting to notice ihe entirely
different reception affurded ihis measure
by the leader of the Opposition and the
members of his party from that which
wis given a similar proposition recently
put forward in this House; T refer to the
Esperance northward railway,

Hon. Frank Wilson: There is no an-
alogy between the two.

Mr. MULLANY : I bave my own opinion
on that, and the leader of the Opposition
is entitled io his. T, too, say there is no
analogy, for the claims of Ksperance
were more worthy of consideration than
this measure now before this House. The
Minister for Works, in introducing the
Bill, pointed out that this 31 miles of raii-
way, which it is proposed to pnrchase
from the timber ecompany, is at presenl
serving a total of 70 settlers, and 1 be-
lieve that some of those settlers have been
in that portion of the State for 30 or 40
vears past. Although the district has had
the advantage, if it can be so termed, of
a privately owned railway, that line is
to-day serving only 70 settlers. In con-
trast io that we have in the distrief pro-
posed 1o be served by the TFsperance
northward railway a total at present of
81 settlers; those people are entirely iso-
lated from the railway system of the
State, They have not had the advantage
of even a privately-owned railway in their
distriet, and vet to-day there are 81 set-
tlers ihere who are prepared to do their
part, and some of them have already
done their part, to add a new province
to the agricultural areas of the Btate. Tn
spite of that, the legislature of the coun-
try will not give those people the con-
sideration they are entitled to, I believe
the raiiway which is the subject of this
Bill has been built for some 15 years.

Mr. Moore: More than that.

Mr. MULLANY : I am not sure of the
exact period, but T hear members say it
is much nearer 30 years. We will take it
at 20 years, and we find that this distriet,
which the leader of the Opposition says is
possessed of such great possibilities, to-
day only supports some 70 settlers. They
also have had the advantage of a local
market, for there have been some hun-
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dreds of timber workers in that area, and
still there is (hat extremely limited num-
ber of settlers. Iither there must be
something wrong with the land or the
setilers must be devoid of energy, or per-
haps, and this is probably the mosi likely
explanation, they have been hampered by
a privite caterprise ratlway, that pri-
vale enterprise which our friends oppo-
site so often laud to the sky. The priec
proposed to he paid for the railway is
£34,000, and for the jetty in eonnection
with it an extra £4,000. T do not intend
to go into any details as to whether the
vailway is worth the proposed purchase
meney. b must admit T have no know-
ledge of what the railway is worth, bat
if it has been built 20 years I think it is
extremely unlikely that the rails, fasten-
ings, slecpers, and other parts of the
railway, are to-day in a very good con-
dition. The line was built to serve a
tinther mill, and the owners of the mill
and the railway knew perfectly well
whal the life of the mill was to be; they
could see from year to year that the life
of the mill was shortenine and forecast
to a nicety when it wonld be necessary
to cease operations, so that I think it is
extremely unlikely that the railway has
been kept in a very good $tate of repair.
1 rase to protest against any money be-
ing spent on railway construction or pur-
chase while the construction of the Es-
peranee railway is denied the settlers
in that distriet. Many members in the
Leagislative Couneil stated as their rea-
son for vating against the Esperance
line that the present financial stringency
wounld not permit of the consiruction of
that line. If that be so, the same strin
gency exists and will prevent the con-
struetion or purchase of a line in anothet
portion of the State. Therefore, T in.
tend to vote against the second reading
of the Bill, and until a measure of just.
ice has been given to the settlers in the
Bsperance distriet, T for one will refusc
to vote for the constrnetion of any rail-
way in the more favoured portions of
the South-West, T believe that the ease
made oul for the Esperance railway was
far and away better than that made out
for this line. and the leader of the Op-
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position in his speech peointed ount that
to go on with the purchase of this piece
of railway would in itself be entirely
useless. The line would be of no value
unless the Government were prepared lo
go further and consiruct another pisce
of railway to connect with the present
railway system; therefore, 1 would ask
members to consider that if they vote in
favour of the purchase of this railway
they are comuitting the present Govern-
ment, or some other Govermment, to the
expenditure of further moneys; yet we
find members of the Legislative Council
saying thai owing to the finaneial strin-
gency we cannot afford to spend money
on railway construetion. Ior those rea-
sons, which I think are sound ones, |
refuse to support a Bill for the purchase
of a railway in this extremely fortunafe
Souih-Westrn portion of the State,

Mr. GILL (Leederville) : Generally
speaking I feel disposed fo supporl rail-
ways that will open up the country, more
partienlarly if the railway is likely to
open up & new port. The case made out
for this railway does not appeal to me in
that way by any means. The Minister in
introducing the Bill did not put a case
hefore the House that appealed to me as
offering sufficient ground for the expendi-
ture of £34,000 on the railway. In the
first place, T would like to have seen a
map so that hon. members would have
some idea where the railway is aetnally
sitnated. Those who knew the geography
of the eouniry will get some idea from the
Pirst Schedole, but what information is
that {0 hon. members on which to sanetion
the expenditure of £31,000 for the pur-
chase of an obsolete railway? Tt is not
safficient for anyone. The position is that
we do not know where the railway is,
where it starts or where it finishes. T
have an idea it finishes against a karri
stump somewhere, but where it is is hard
to find on the map.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Ti
Flinders Bay.

Mr. GTLL: That is the beginning, and
t finishes 30 miles away at a karri stump;
hat is all the information we have now
s to fhe locality of the railway.

finishes at
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Mr, Male: The Minister tells you it is
a good proposition, so why worry?

Mr. GILL: I am not convinged of it.
Ii has been menfioned that the railway
has been constructed at least 20 years; I
think 30 years would be nearer the mark
than 20, and if that railway was con-
strucied 30 vears age and the rails are
of different weights, and different dates,
it is a job lot from beginning to end: in
faet, the whole thing seems to be patch-
work. A Iine 30 years old does not ap-
peal lo me as being a payable propozition
at £31,000.

Hon. Frank Wiison: What priee would
make it n payable proposition?

Mr. Thomas: About £15,000.

Mr. GILL: I do not believe there is
any neeessity for that railway at all, even
to snit the few settlers living in that dis-
irict, If there were a railway to be ex-
tended to-morrow from Busselton, in the
event of this line having been pulled up
by the eompany, I do not think that any
Government wounld extend the line to
Flinders Bay. One fatal objection is the
fact that we are proposing to purehase a -
raflway that has no connection with the
main lines of the State and there is no
proposal before this House to ¢ouneet it
up with the main lines of the State.

- Hon. Frank Wilson: An absolnte pro-
mise by the Government. It is part of
their policy.

Mr. GILL: Even if it is there is no
necessity for us to spend £31,000 on the
present proposition, because we would
have to spend another £4(,000 to link it
up with the rest of the State. The fact
that this railway is not connected with
the main lines of the State will mean
expensive working, and 1 would like to
know what we are gomng to do with it
when we get it. If the people have any
produce they are not going to send it te
Flinders Bay, that is a certainty. We
will not get steamboats to ecall in al
Tlinders Bay for a few bags of potatoes.
Ts there likely to be any produce sent
along that railway to Flinders Bay?
Are there likely to be any passengers
aoing on the railwayv to Flinders Bay?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, certainly.
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Mr, GILL: And if they are going to
Flinders Bay where are they going te
then? If we take over the railway we must
draw up a time-table and run trains ae-
cording to ift, But what are we going to
run the trains for? People are not going
to send their produce to the end of the
railway and then send a horse and cari to
take it to Busselton. T cannot see why
Cabinet decided to purchase this railway.

The Minister for Works: They bave
consideration for the settlers.

Mr, GILL:; I am pleased to hear the
Minister say they have consideraijon for
the settlers. If the thing were worthy of
consideration, the company would never
offer it to the CGovernment. If there
was anything whatever in favour of
ihe propositionr that appealed to the
company they would have still main-
fained the railway and worked it
Bot seeing that there is no work to do
on the railway they graeiously offered it
to the Government at £31,000 or some-
thing more. I am against it. To show
how eareful the company are, we have
only to look at the second schedule. We
see there how extremely careful they are
in regard to the goods they are selling to
the Government. I even noticed a grind-
stone and a couple of little signal flags
are enumerated. I never saw such a list.
The posttion I take up is ithat I see no
necessity for the railway and it would be
no use to the Government if they gei it;
that it will be a millstone aronnd the neck
of the people of this State in providing
interest for it, when we could put the
£31,600 to much better use in other parts
of the State.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury): I had been
somewhat favourably impressed with the
idea of this line until T heard the speech
of the Minister in introducing it. The
hon. gentleman almost seemed to blnsh
when he put the subject forward. What-
aver lingering doubls T might have had
ahout the advisability of the railway dis-
appeared when I heard the member for
the distriet, the leader of the Opposition,
more than damn the proposition with
faint praise. He said that possibly if
eertain conditions happened that the thing
might be a fair proposition to purchase.
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In any case he said it was bad financin
and a much better bargain should ha
leen oblained,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are puttin
words into my mouth that 1 did n
use,

Mr. THOMAS : Hon, members need 1
better advice than that which could 1
lendered by the member for the di
triet. )

Hon. Frank Wilson: Quile wrong.

Mr. THOMAS: I agree with the ho
member on this oceasion as he is the men
her for the district, and knows preaisel
what the district requires.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is not my di
trict.

Mr. THOMAS: Tt is adjoining th
lion, member's distriet and one of tk
condifions ig that it must be followed b
30 odd miles of railway to conneet
up.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is part ¢
your policy.

Mr. THOMAS: I am inclined to agr
with the leader of the Opposition whe
he speaks of bad finanecing, as the Mu
ister tells us the original price the eom
pany asked was £35,000, and that afte
very little preamble we offered ther
£31,000, T wonld like to know what -
the value of the rails and fastenings i
the whole of this line, becanse if the con
pany decided to remove their line the
eonld not take away the land with then
the sleepers would certainly not be wort
removing to anywhere clse, and the onl
value the company conld be sure of seem
ing wonld be the value of the rails, fa:
tenings, and other aceoutrements.

Mr. Gill: They would only get a sera
price for them.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes, as they were lai
down about 20 or 30 years age and hav
been described as a job lot. I do not lik

the iden of opposing anything the
presents a  semMance of being &
agricultural railway, bnt it seems
me there is something in the wa
of frenzied finance when we ar
going tn spend £30.000 fo assist T
settlers. We were informed that ther

we take the line over I understand w
are to build approximately one mile o
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railway for every two setflers. I thought
there was something in the way of fin-
ancial stringency in this econntry and that
the London market was tight, but when
we have reached that happy financial
position when we can purrhase a mile of
railway for two setflevs, the prosperity
of Western Australia must be unbounded.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It will open up
Crown lands,

Mr. THOMAS: It will open up the
pockets of the taxpayer to a pretty rapid
tune. So far as members of this side of
the House are concerned, there is one very
great henefit about onr position, and that
is that we are always at liberty to freely
and openly express our opinions on these
matters and we propose to do so.

Mr, George: 1 would like to know how
it is that the chain is off to-night.

Mr. THOMAS : The hon. member keeps
rattliing the chains. 1 believe from the
figures quoted some time ago by the Min-
ister for Railways that we have one iile
of railway to every 108 of the populalion.
I presume that that is including men,
women and ehildren, and it is a rapid
descent when we get down from 108 peo-
ple to the mile to two people to the mile
with a railway that commences nowhere
and ends nowhere. I believe we have
fewer people per mile of railway in West-
ern Australia at the present time than
they have in any other part of Australia,
and evervone munst recognise that there
must, by virtue of our limited population,
come a time when we must cryv a halt. We
must ery a halt before it eomes to buy-
ing a mile of railway for two people.
I daresay it may be possible that fhe
Minister has arguments in favour of this
Bill of which T have not heard. Perhaps
there is something more than appears
in this sehedule. 1 see something about
14 1-inch bolts and that grindstone, and
there may he something still more valua-
ble. Possibly the Minister has kept a
great deal haeck from uws. T hope that
in his reply the Minister will show us
some additional reasons, One argument
has been advariced. if not on the floor of
this House, eclsewhere, that we need nof
worry ahont the purchase of the railway
hecanse we will not have to pay for it
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for Lhree years, but will only have Lo pay
£200 or £300 & year. That is something
like the time-payment business, 1 have
had some little experience of that myself
and T know by the time one gets an arti-
cle on the time-payment system one pays
a great deal more than its value, T am
satisfied that when Millars’ Company
offered that line for £35,000 they were
expecling to get at most one-half that
amount,

Mr. George: I thought your Govern-
ment was such a business Government.

Mz, THOMAS: I am not reflecting on
the Minister or the Governmeni at all
T claim that in this partieular instance
they made a mistake. Tt may be the
ountrome of the tender feeling Lhat the
Ministry have towards the leader of the
Opposition that they have been so kind
and thoughtful as to provide this, T am
open to conviction if the Alinister can
show me where the benefits are,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You ave absolutely
biassed,

Mr. THOMAS: [ am not biassed and
I would be pleased to see a raitlway econ-
struected there if 1 saw a reasonable
prospect within the near fuiure that this
thing wonld even pay interest. wiithout
working expenses or anything else. But
when we come to the consideration that
it will eost considerably over £1,000 per
annum in interest alone, I would like to
know whether we intend to get it out of
70 settlers.

The Minister for Works: Do you not
think there will be any increase in the
next three vears?

Mr. THOMAS: T do not think there
will be any increase whatever.

The Minister for Works: Then von
must have a poor opinion of the Sonth-
West,

Mr. THOMAS: I have not a poor
opinion of the South-West. Much as we
mayv desire to assist these settlers—and T
wonld like to assist them: if we had a
surplas of a million with unlimited credit
in Londot, T would say we conld perhans
afferd ta have a mile of railway for two
settlers—I do not think the money lender
would regard the propositien verv fav-
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ourahly. It would not look very well in
our loan schedule, it would create a bad
impression, However, I propose to leave
it at that, for [ hope the JMinister
will be able to show us extra reasons for
the purehase. I am of the opinion that
he did not put hefore us all the good argu-
mments he had up his sleeve, and T feel
sure thal when he speaks again he will
either show us that there are very ex-
cellent  reasons  for the purchase, or
possibly he will suggest a postponement
of the Bill.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam):
There are one or iwo points that should
he considered in conneetion with this pro-
posal.s The first is ag to ihe value of the
land. No hon. member is ecapable of
saying what the land is worth without
first muking a elose inspeetion. The }Min-
ister has told us that his responsible offi-
cers report that the deal at the price is
a good one, that he is getfing value for
his money in the line and the jettv. 1f
the value is right, if the Fnzincer-in
Chief and the engineer who "assisted him
in econnerlion with fthe valuing arve to be
heligverd, then I think the objection raised
on that score by some hon. members must
he withdrawn. Tf the value is right let
us see what the couniry is like. Tt has
heen nrged that there is very little settle-
ment. down there. Can we expact settle-
ment to go on along a line that is not a
permanent line, which is a timher tram-
way subjeet to removal at any time? It
is practically true that there is very little
seitlement along the line, which as T say
was merelv a timber tramway, and there-
fore was liahle to be removed. But there
is setilement there, seltlement that was
bronght ahout when there was some
market at the timber mill. If the land
had bhelonged to the Government for the
last ten years the country would have
heen very well setfled ere this. I have
visited the distriet and can say that there
is no better land in Western Australia
than some of the land down there. T
remember Professor T.owrie reporting to
me that he knew of no better land anv-
where in Anstraba than the land in that
distriet. The Minister proposes that our
owh policv of opening up agrieultural
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Jands shall be contipued by ihe purchase
of this line which is no longer used by

the limber company. Very few hon.
members will oppose a line to open up
any of the land in the South-Western
district.  The line, of course, must be
conlinued to Bussellon and connceted up
with the existing system. In the mean-
time the Minister has made a very good
arrangement in securing Lhe line at a low
renial for the next three years. Il is a
question of saving interest on the loan,
which is a very wise move indeed. In
the meanfime the Minisier wili gel lis
settlemeni. He has =ecured very favour-
able condilions in that regard at any
rale. During the next three years scttle-
ment should go on apace, No doubt the
quality of the land is all anvone eounld
desire, und 1 helieve dairving and froit
growing can be carried on down there
as well as in any other part of the State,
[ saw the very finesl npples growing there
that T have seen anywhere. Tt is a pity
that Millars’ coneession was not con-
gidered hy the Government, or rather
their freehold land. The Government
chould, T think, take into consideration
the question of puorchasing this estate. T
do not know what the avea is, hut T he-
lieve it is something like 20,000 acres,
and some of it is very good land. I think
the (lovernment should have 2 report
furnished and take into consideration the
anestion of buving this; heeanse, surely,
the freehold will advance in value as a
result of the determination of the C(ov-
ernment to make the line a permanent
one. We have a township at Rarridale,
which I snppose will be abandoned unless
the country is settled. The Minister
should have ineluded that township in
the purchase, because undoubtedly it
ought to he on Government land. WNo
doubi we shall get a good deal of timber
hetween Flinders Bay and Busselton. and
this- timher will he haunled over the Gov-
ernment line. Tt is ridieulous to contend
that if (here is to be no HWsperance ratl-

‘wav there shall he no Flinders Bay rail-

way. The one proposal has no connec-
tion with the other. The proposals are
as wide apart as the poles. Tn one ease
we have an old settled distriet, and in the
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other ii is new and unproved country.
The Attorney General will say there
should® have been a line to Esperance
rather than to Flinders Bay hut, as I
point out, {here is no conneciion what-
ever hetween (hem. Fere we have a line
already down, a harbour already made
and lands situated fairly near to the
centre of population, with a good deal of
timber country and everything lhat goes
to make a railway successful. The pro-
posal brought down by the Minister is
a perfeetly reasonable and justifiable one.
T do not know how we can find a single
hon. member who would oppose such a
pronosal. | never thought thai in this
Parliament we should find opposition of
this strenuons character to a suggestion
to retain an agrienltural line through
magnificent eountry.

Mr. Tarvey: Your leader said it was
a bad deal.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It is strange to
find a split in the Ministerial ranks. We
have the Minister for Works giving us
his word that the deal is a good one. This
is the Minister who controls the office and
the experts, and he says that it is right.
Then we have those on the other side who
know nothing about the country and less
about the railway and who have nol had
the benefit of the advice of the experts.
Yet those hon. members condemn the rail-
way. I am glad to support the proposal.
T have seen the country in the Esperance
distriet and in this distviet, and {here is
no compariseh hetween them.

AMr, Foley: In the Esperance district
by moonlight,

Hon, J. MITCHELY: 1 spent a good
deal more time there than any other mem-
ber of this Hounse. [ spent three days
driving 126 miles by voad, and T saw a
good deal of the country. I hope that the
Minister will stand by his proposal. al-
though it looks very rocky with all this
opposition he is getting from behind.

The Minister for Works: Tt is the Es-
perance railway coming home to roost.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: But the Min-
ister supported the Esperance raitway. T
coniend that this new proposal is a good
one. T have looked into the matter fo a
ereater extent than wmost hon. members,
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and I think my word should bave some
weight., A line would have to be built
through the district if this line were
not purehased. The question is, ean we
build a line as cheaply as we ean pur-
chase this one? 1 hope we shall find a
sufficient nutnber of members to carry the
proposal.

On motion by Mr. Turvey dehate ad-
journed.

BILL~TRAFFIC.
Council's Message,

Message received from the Couneil
pressing all the requested amendments
which the Assembly had declined to make.

RESOLUTION—CAPT. HARE’S RE-
TIREMENT.

A message baving been received from
the Couneil that the veport of the select
commitiee on the retirement of Capt.
Hare had been adopied, and forwarding
a copy of the report and the evidence,
also asking for the coueurrence of the As-
sembly, the same was now considered.

The ATTORNKY GENERAL {Hon.
T. Walker) moved—

That the Council be notified by mes-
sage that the Assembly cannol concur in
and respectfully repudintes the report
covered by BMessage No. 29, which re-
port reflects upon the members of the
Government and the parly in power and
is not only unfair but unsupported by
evidence.

He said: In dealing with this repart I
am compelled to say that it is one of the
most astounding productions that ever em-
anated from a deliberative body of law-
makers. T do not care what body it may be
whether munieipal, extraneous bhody in the
conntry in the shape of a progress asso-
eiation or any other amateur election of
men, it could never have been guilty of
passing to the world

Hon. J. Mitchell:

on the evidenece.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
hon. member will allow me—pnilty of
passing to the world a production in the

It is a fair repott
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shape of a judicial statement such as
that which has emanated from a House
of supposed

Hon. J. Mitchell: Tt
upon them.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Unfor-

is a reflection

tunately it is, or rather it is a reflection.

upon the work of that hody. But we are
right in reflecting upon that work, inas-
much as Lhat work is submitied to us for
our judgment and consideration.

M, Male: Do vou think it is as good
as the Chinn report?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well,
it may be. T can approve of neither one
nor the other. There is a judicial element
lacking in hoth. a Ilack of ecalm con-
sideralion n both, hat i is extraordinary
becaunse it seems partievlarly to savour of
party prejudice and spleen. and what is
more it is based upon actual untruths.
actual misstatements of facis. The report
goes on fo say—

There was evidence hefore vour com-
mittee showing that at least one merm-
ber of the present Government desired
Captain Hare’s retivement on party
politieal grounds.

My, Male: T wonder who that was.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well,
that is what I want to know. I say it is
an outrage for a body like the Legislative
Connei] to put their finger on the sup-
posed guilty one and not announee to the
world who that guilty one was.

My, Flliott: T could do that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T doubt
if the hon. member conld.

Mr. Elliott: It is in the evidence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ti is
not clear in fhe evidence and it is nof clear
in the report who is guilty. because there
are two Ministers charged seriously in the
body of the report itself. One is the Hon-
orary Minister, Mr. Angwin, and the other
is myself, and it might be either who was
euilty of desiring the retirement of Cap-
tain Hare on the seore of party prejudice
against him. That is a very serions ae-
cnsation. An accusation of that kind
ought not to be made by a body of that
weight withoul some very substantial evi-
dence indeed. The inference iz appar-
ently that T was the one who was guilty

[ASSEMBLY.)

of the charge of desiring Lo get rid of
Captain Hare,

Mr. George: Would you have given
evidence if you had been asked?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly.

Mr. George: Then why did not Mr.
Angwin?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
nol know why Mr. Angwi ndid not.
Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-

I do

ister): T was never asked.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In

one paragraph it says—

The Hon. J. D, Connelly, under
whom Captain Hare bad served as
Commissioner when the former was
Colonial Secretary, was called, and
stated that in his opinion Captain
Hare's retirement was a nistake; that
hie was mentally and physically eapable
of carrving out his duties, and, which
is clearly obvious, that his reiirement
necessitated not only the payment of
the Commissioner’s salary to his sne-
eessor. but of the pension to Captain
Hare.

AMr. George: That is eorrect, is it not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No,
not exactly. By the change then made in
the Police Department money was saved
and part of the rearrangement was the
ramoval of Captain Hare. That para-
graph goes on to savr—

He also detailed an interview which

eertain members of the Tabour party,

including at least one memher of the
present Government, had had with him
in the street at the time of the tram-
way &trike, when a member of the pre-
sent Government spoke in a very de-
rogatory way of the then Commis-
sioner. likening him to the Czar of

Russia.

Mr. George: That is nothing, they
called me the Czar.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Per
haps there was more justification. Bub
here is where the evidence comes in—

saying that he was not fit to govern a

bod¥ of police in a civilsed country,

nor to oenpy his position, and that he
would see that he was put in his place.
The inference. and il iz not alone con-
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veyed in this rveporf but is in Captain
Hare’s evidence, is that a threat was
uitered against him to the effeet that as
soon as power eame to the hands of those
threatening, he would have to go.

Mr. Elliott: And he did go.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
will see by and by. Captain Hare makes
the statement that he was pretty well con-
vinged, and lie ealled Mr. Connelly to sup-
port him, that this threat was made, that
he would net remain long in his office
after the Labour party came into power,
and Mr. Connolly in his evidence says—

By the Chairman: Did youn hear that
sald9—VYes, T heard the present Minis-
ter for Works and the present Speaker
use words to that effect.

By Hon. J. Cornell: Sergeant Smith
is wearing the uniform yet, is he not?—
‘Yes. I am giving that only as an in-
stange in support of the statement
made by the then Chief Inspector and
the Superintendent, that they were be-
ing harassed in their duty.

By the Chairman: THd youn hear any
other member of the present Ministry
or Labour party speak of Commis-
sioner Hare himself except in the way
you have mentioned ¥—Not of the Com-
missicner.

Mr, Jolimson and Mr. Troy said no-
thing abonf bim?¥—No. I simply
walked past and took no notice.

Amongst the eight or nine who saw
vou on the steps of your office, were
there any members of the present Min-
istry other than the Aftorney General,
whom yon recollect?
and then Mr. Connolly, whose evidence is
1e evidence relied upon, says—

I believe there were, but I wounld not
like to say.

his is the man whose evidence is to con-
emn a member of this Ministry.

T believe there were but T would nof like
to say. It is some years ago and it all
happened in a few moments. T remem-
ber the Attorney General. hecause be
was very prominent and pronouneed.
ow, I want to mark another point of
r. Gonnolly’s evidence. He was asked
e question, “Tn you opinion was this
ificism of the Commissioner hy Labour
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members justified 77 and his answer was
“They were only eriticising him at that
time on the conduet of the police on that
particular day” They dragged him back
to go on with the Czar story, the storv
that T had eompared Commissioner Hare
to the Czar, bul, lefl to himself, he makes
a plain admission that the only statements
then made were in reference to the con-
duct of the police on that particular day
of the strike. Now that his bad memory
is admitted, that he confesses it is years
ago and he cannot recolleet what hap-
pened, let us see how c¢learly he attempts
to define what actually did happen. He
was asked in question 96—

It has been snggested by Captain
Hare that there was certain ill-feeling
towards him, or that friction existed
between himself and certaln members
of the present Ministry, or Labour
party, and that on one occasion eertain
members of the Labour party made a
statement to bhim with regard to the
Commissioner’s action towards them in
connection with the tramway strike?

i¥d hon. members ever listen to a more
leading question than that? He was to
be dragged into making a case against the
Labour party or the Lahour Government,
and his answer was naturally “Yes.”

Hon. Trank Wilson: That is only a
quotation from Captain Hare.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Y do
not care who it is a quotation from, it is
an absolute leading question and it is not
put as a quotation, “It has heen sug-
gested by Captain Hare,” and so it goes
on. T ask if that is a fair way of geiting
evidence ont of a person in making aeecu-
sations apainst others. The ehairman goes
on—

Caun you éell the ecommiitee of any
statement made to vou at the time by
any members of the present Govern-
ment, or the Labour party?

Mr. Connolly’s answer was—

The statement was made in a general

way.

Observe that palliation!

I cannol remember the exaet words—
Observe that, bis memory is faulty all the
way through.
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I cannot remember the exact words, or

the exact person who used them, but I

remember on one oceasion, at the time

of the tramway sirike when 1 was re-
turning to the office after lunch, there
was & good deal of disturbance in

Barrack-street. 1 eame up from St.

(George’s-terrace, and I was met on the

sieps by the present Attorney General,

Mr. Walker, and the member for Leed-

erville, Mr. Gill. There were eight or

nine of them altogether. I am not quite
clear who the others were.
He is clear about nothing apparently ex-
cept his acensation of me. There is where
the spleen and malice come in. “I think
Ay, O’Loghlen was one, but I am certain
of Mr. Walker and Mr. Gill.”

Mr., Holman: Mr. Gill was never near
the place.

My, Gill: Gill was at home.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
one thing he was certain of never hap-
pened at all.

The Minister for Mines: As a matter of
fact it was L

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Minister for Mines was there, the Chair-
man of Commiitees was there, but Mr.
Gill was not there. 1 am just showing
the kind of evidence on which they tried
to condemn people unheard. Mr. Con-
nolly said—

T am certain of Mr. Walker and Mr.

Gill. They eomplained of the attitude

of the police towards the strikers and

spoke in a very derogatory way of the

Commissioner and likened bim to the

Czar of Russia—1 am speaking now of

Mr. Walker—and said the Commis-

sioner was nof fit to govern a body of

police in a ecivilised country, that he
was not fit to oceupy the position, and
that he wonld see that the Commissioner
was put in his place, or something io
that effect. At any rate I replied thal
if they had any complaint to make they
shonld send it on to me and T would
get a report from the Commissioner,
but that T declined to discuss the matter
with them in the street like Lhat.

As a1 matter of fact 1 never mentioned the

Czar of Russia, and I never mentioned

the Commissioner. There are gentlemen

(ASSEAMBLY.)

who were present with e who will bes
out what I said, and will testify on oal
that what I did complain of was th
conduct of a certain sergeant on hors
back who was riding on the footpath an
hefore my eves—I was a witness to it-
endangering the lives of women and litt
children. T complained of that conduel
there was no neeessity for it. Tt was tt
noon-hour of a ceriain day; the tram
were stopped and a erowd had gatheres
The erowd were hrought logether chiefl
hy the eonduct of the police, the mounte
men riding pell mell ap and down ik
thoroughfares and by one man doin
cirens tricks on a horse on the footpat!
Tt was simply an insult to the good sen:
of the citizens, an outrage, and I pr
lested against it. T did complain, and
bitterly eomplained of that conduct, I
I never used one word about Captai
Hare heing a Czar of Russia nor did I ¢
to the extent of sayving he would be m
in his place. He was not in my ming
the immediate objeet was my conecern, tl
danger to the publie, the seenes going o
at that very moment, when T saw the Mis
ister. In the presence of the erowd ther
was no iime to go into a ecalm disquisitio
upon the gualities of the Commissioner ¢
to liken him to a distant polentate or |
reflect upon the possibililies of the futur
and what would become of him when th
Labour party ever did bappen—it bein
at that time problematical-—to eome int
office.

Mr. George: Never in your wilde:
dreams did you think you would get int
power.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I di
not mention the Commissioner on ths
oceasion, [ did not denounce the Con
missioner: I showed no ill-feeling of an
kind, but I did scornfully allude to th
foolish and dangerons conduct of th
sergecant on horseback, and 1 desired (
have that stopped. T was not the onl
one who spoke. The present Minister fo
Mines hud something to say equall
brief, condemning the same man and th
same scene. The member for Murch
san alse had something to say. and T be
lieve he was inlinitely stronger in hi
condemnation of this conduet than T was
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Mr. Holman: 1 was very mild,

Mr. Allen: Did you say “very wild”{

Mr, Hfolman : No, mild.

The ATTORNKY GENERAL : L
think 1the member for Murchison will re-
colleet thal his language was more poig-
nant, and more cutfing guick fhan my
language.

Mr. Taylor :
bad form.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I will
admit that [ was in no mood for kid-
aloved methods; 1 was in no wmeod for
loitering abont whai T had to say. It
was a case of stopping that kind of
conduct as speedily as possible, and I
took the eonsiitutional way of deing it.
T went to the Ministerial head of the
Police Department, not by myself but
with sorue half dozen others, not pre-
arranged, but springing our of the ocea-
sion. When T went there and T arrived
there only becanse I was going to lunch,
and sow the crowd and the secene that
was transpiring, [ admit that 1 felt the
deepest frelings of indignation. T could
nol ¢ontaln my wrath at the conduet
which was heing displayed. It was an
outrage upon commonsense, and it was
an ineitement to the public. If anything
would produce n viot and stir feelings
of veseniment in a erowd fo the extent
that they wounld take the law into Lheir
own hands, that conduet was of such a
nature. Ilowever, I want hon. members
to recollect that it is only upon this
statement of Mr. Connolly, only upon
the statement that he remembers me be-
canse 1 was prominent, and he remem-
bers the hon. member for Leederville
(Mr. Gill) beeanse he was with me, when
‘he hon. member was away at home at
she time and was not present at all. But
1e does not remember the present Minis-
er for Mines who is twiee as promin-
mnt as I am walking in the public street,
vhose physical features and whose ma-
estie form ceould not possibly fail to
mpress the retina of so impressionable
. gentleman as fhe hon, Mr. Connolly.
ing he is ignored; he is forpotten; he is
n oblivion, and my aetive, energetic vir-
lent friend, the hon. member for Mur-
hison, is in oblivien. But the member

You must have been in
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for Murchizon who was the chief factor
to approach him, when he could scareely
shape his lips and tongue and teeth into
articulate form to utter his words snffi-
ciently quick, he is altogether blotted
ont; Mr. Connolly has no memory for
him. T stand out on the horizon prom-
inent and conspicuous becavse he sup-
poses I suid something about the Czar
1t is all so absnrd and that is the kind
of evidence—-
My, Elliott : Read question No. 98 :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I will,
certainly, to oblige the hon. member. It
starts ‘‘subseqnently to thai’’—the same
incident when Mr. Connolly forgot
everything and remembered nothing ex-
cept the wrong things and the things
which did not happen.

My, Llliott: That is not question No.
98. .

The ATTORN®Y CGENERAL: “he
hon. Mr. Connolly was qnestioned by the
Chairman, and answered as follows—

Subsequently to that cerfain mem-
hers of Parliament were proseecated
and fined, were they not ¥—I may say
that ten minutes or a qoarfer of an
hour after that T quietly walked np the

street fo see what was going on. [ did

not see Captain Hare there.

Mr. Holman : He got away in a dark
corner,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : No one
saw him there. The evidence eontinues—

But the present Comumissioner, who was

then Chief Inspector Connell, and

Supermtendent Lawrence, were there

and T spoke to them. I asked them

what the trouble was and told them
there were complaints that they had -
heen unnecessarily harsh. The then

Chief Tnspector and Superintendent

Lawrence complained very bitterly of

the obstrnction of certain Labour mem-

bers in the way of inciting the people.

I told them that a complaint had been

made and while they must keep law and

order. I did not want them {o ride

peaple down as Mr. Walker had com-

plained thev were doing.
That was my eomplaint.
goes on—

The evidence
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Then I walked back and saw Mr. W,
D). Johnson, the present Minister for
Works, in a very excited way threaten
a monnted sergeant who was keeping
the crowd going, and the present Spea-
ker of the Flouse of Assembly, Mr.
Troy, threatened Sergeant John
Smith that they would Lave the uni-
form off him before long.

Mr. George : Is that correct ?

Alr, Holman : No, absolutely no.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : I was
with the hon. Mr, Troy when he was

srrested, and 1 was disgusied thai they
would not arrest me too and take me with
him. I was proud that he had got into
that position for resisting sneh official
insanity as was displayed that dinner
fime.

Mr. George : Yon must keep order.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
was the absalute provocative fo disorder.
[t was that which always prodnces the
resentment of a evowd and starts rioting.
I was so utterly disgusted that I de-
gired {0 do what T could to et the world
know of this folly, and to check this
kind of folly in the future. As soon as
that state of affnirs was stopped, as soon
as the horsemen ceased riding down the
citizens und the erowd quickly dispersed
-—in faet it had oaly gathered to sec
the fun; it was only amused and enter-
tained by the apparent timidity and fear
of the citizens of Perth exhibited by
the constables on that oceasion. This
evidence does not prove anything, but
it only shows how unfairly the eom-
mittee are trying {0 manufacture a case,
how they arve using Mr. Connolly for
their purposes, how they are striving to
make it appear that the present Govern-
ment were guilty of a virulent prejudice
against Captain Hare, and that it was
only for this reason he was retired.

Mp, George : Why did you retire him?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
the one who has been proved to have
desired to get rid of Captain Hare for
party pnrposes. Let me tell this House
another fact, that the commitiee might
have learned if they had gone to the trou-
ble to ascertain that on the retirement of
Captain Hare T was hundreds of miles
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away, and beyond the means of co
munication. I was making my first vi
to the Esperance district, and T did v
know that Captain Hare had been 1
tired until I returned to Perth.

Mr, George: Had it heen discussed b
fore you went away?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It h
not been discussed; 1 had not been ask
about it. I had no views, no say,
action. whatsoever in it.

Mr, George: And no knowledge of i

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 3
knowledge of it being done, That is t
position, and this is the aceusation th
bring upon me, who had no more to «
with il than hon. members silling o
posite, or the member for Murehison, :
allegation made by Mr, Connolly with h
exceedingly bad memory, who is willir
to cover the present party in power wi
opprobriam. I can well understand a me
like Mr. Connolly taking the course |
has done. We know something of )
history; we know how he ean desert h
old fime political friends when if su
him,

Mr. George: Who; when?

Mr. Male: That is not fair,

Hown. ¥Frank Wilson: What is !
charge?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL:

conld tell hon. members, but everyor
knows it; the whole world knows it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Well. make tl
charge; what is it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt
hon. member knows how two years ag
Mr. Connolly supporied the Esperanc
railway.

Mr, Harper: It was a goldfields lin
then,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: And h
knows how last night Mr. Connolly vate
against it,

Mr. (George: Well?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Wel
is that conduct consistent? It stands os
conspienons and I leave it to speak fo
itself; T allow the public to judge it. Bu
at all events members of the Oppositio
eannot say that T have been treated fairl
with regard fo this investigation, and ye
in this report published to the worl
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with the stamp of the highest authoriiy
apparenily of the [and, I have been
branded as one actuated with a desire to
be rid of Captain Hare for party pur-
poses. Let me tell hon. members that I
have never, it is {rue, been impressed
with the qualities of Captain Hare. His
want of judgment in the Roth case, his
want of judgment when I had oecasion
to speak in the House on one occasion
on the management of the police force,
when he came upon me with these re-
marks, “Grossly libellous on the police.”
This is one utterance he made to an
assertion of mine in this House—

1 think it is only right that T shounld
take some notice of what has been said
by this member of Parliament. During
ithe past six years—the period that I
have occupied the position of Commis-
sioner of Police—I have exercised ‘he
greatest care in the selection of men
for the foree, and unone but those whe
have been able to pass a severe educa-
cational test and an equally strici
physical test have been admitted. . . .
The difficult preliminaries that have Lo
be overcome stamp the suceessful ean-
didate as men who possess more than
ordinary ability; and to say that any of
them is an ignoramus is mean, and as
¥ have alveady remarked, a gross libzl
which T resent very much. There is
no sense of fairness in such eriticism
because, as intelligent men, the police
rank higher very offen than men in
walks of life lhat might be regarded
as superior to the police foree,

That is only a sample of his eriticism
of members of Parliament and their
speeches made in this House, given in
interviews to the Press immediately any-
one spoke, although they did so in the
interests of the country, in the interests
of the cause they were speaking for at
the moment, but he, forsooth, can take
them to task in the daily Press.

Mr. George: Do you not believe in
freedom of speech?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 do
helieve in freedom of speech, it is trne,
but a man in that position who takes
that method of eriticising members, which
is not criticism throngh the ordinary
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channel, shows a lack of judgment, I am
not complaining of anything in Cominis-
sioner IHare's life but absolute want of
diseretion, lack of that guality which was
requisite in him of all men,

Mr. Elliott: You got home on him af-
terwards; you dismissed him.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Mas
the hon. member no sense of fairness?
Have I not shown from that day onward
I never lifted hand or moved tongue ‘o
get him dismissed from his office. I
never in any eourse of conduet did aught
to prepare the step exeept in my own
publie critieism in this House, and can-
not the Government’s word bhe taken
against Connolly’s, that he was dismisseil,
or not dismissed, buf retired, becanse i
was part of the retirement scheme that
was going on. He was vot the only one
who was retired trom the serviece at, that
time. There were others, quite a num-
ber of others at that time. It was part
of a scheme for bringing inio activity,
as it were, the younger, more virile life
of the State, and for the purpose of mak-
ing certain adjustments which would he
in ihe diveetion of economy.

Mr. George: Tt was a scheme which
came into operation very quickly after
vou got into office.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Per-
haps so, but T do not suppose Connolly
would have ever taken that step.

Mr. George: Your Governmenf are ae-
cused, not you personally.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
accused personally. I am singled ouf as
having done something, which T never
did, for political purposes and that
seandal is at the door of the Legislative
Couneil, whose members are supposed fo
live in an atmosphere of ealm, to be un-
perturbed by party influences, undis-
turbed by party matters, a non-party
House. It is that party House {hat
brings thal charge against me withonr
one seintilla of evidence to supporl it
That House could have ascertained for
itself that T had nothing to do with this
dismissal. Not that certainly, if T had
been present, I would not have approved
of my colleagues’s conduet, and T defend
it now on the grounds of public policy.
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Mr. George: What about Constable
Campbell? Read what it says about
him in the evidence, and consider what
you know about him yourself,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
commiltee simply dismissed Campbell, s
they dismissed Hare, from their consid-
eration.

Mr. George: You brought him down
and had him here for months,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Sup-
posing he was here he had a right to be
if be had a good case, but as soon as his
case was found to be witbout foundation
wiieh prima facie it appeared to have
he was not encouraged any more than
anyone clse was. Buot Hare was dis-
missed before Lhis.

Mr. Elliott: T thought you said he was
retired,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
using the language that is used here in
the report, retired, if you like, a mild
dismissal with a pension,

Mr. Holman: He shounld have been dis-
missed without a pension if he got his
dues, a parasite on the State,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL; If 1
had been present, I would have joined
with my colleagues in retirving Hare be-
cause [ was convineed, not on politieal
grounds, without any reference whatso-
ever fo party, but on the grounds of ex-
pedieney, on the grounds of my know-
ledge that the man was not of the tem-
perament, not of the quality, not of the
Jjudgment to be & Commissioner of Pol-
ice, that he was indiscreet.

Mr. Male: Why evade it by putting it
down to his age?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
canse one desire5 to be charitable, to let
people down lightly, even Commissioner
Hare, but we get no credit for wanting
to be junst and for doing things honour-
ably and rightly. Tt is one eharacter-
istic of our opponents to impute to us
corruption, to impute to us every species
of mean and sordid motive, to charge us
with everything that is dishonourable
from beginning to end,

Mr. Elliott: This report is not from
your opponents; it is from a selecl com-
Tuiitee.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
lon. member knows it is from those whe
are traditionally our opponents. Is it an
evidence of juslice, of judgment, of
Judicial gualities?

Mr. Male: The minority report agrees.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : The
minority report in the points T am rais-
ing absolutely condemns it. A select comn-
mitiee are a body who, I admit, ought
to he judicial, untrammelled in their
judzment, ought to be able to obtain evi-
dence and sift evidence, ought to be able
to take evidence fairly, but the evidence
they have taken is an evidence of their
manifest unfairness from beginning to
end, of their desire to build up a case,
manufacture a ense against the Labour
party, against the TLabour Government.
Tt was not a case of seeking for the
truth, of obtaining information, and get-
ting all possible light on the subject
under inquiry. It was a case of blacken-
ing the characters of those whn retired
Captain Hare,

Mr. Elliott: What about the Chinn in-
guiry?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Two
wrongs do not make a right. 1f the hon.
member condemns that can he approve
of this? T believe the hon. member
knows in his heart of hearts that this is
not fair, it is the equivalent of what a
gentleman wonld never do in the ordinary
affairs of life, in his club life. Under
ordinary social conditions no set of men
would ever scek to get the better of their
opponents or rivals hy methods snoch as
this.

Mr. Holman: They would not do it
in a nigger’s camp.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Yet,
in a place where men are supposed to be
elevaied above the storms and passions of
politieal life, in an atmosphere of their
own, of ealm deliberation, these men so
misnse the power the ritizens have trusted
them with, so pollnte the halls that shelter
them that they are guilty of manufactur-
ing evidence and creating prejndice
against those who sit upon these Minis-
terial benches. 1f has come to a low pass
when our public life is thus discredited.
It is something that makes one feel
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humiliatedd 10 be in publie life. Under
circumslances of this kind one is not safe,
oite does not know what issnes are to be
dragged in, where one has not a chance
of answering, where one iz not considered,
where one is condemnped on er parie
statemenls of a man who says, “T cannot
remember, it is years ago.” “I do not
know, it may be so, or it may not be so,
at any rate it is so and so,” He gave his
assurance that Mr. Gill was there when
Mr. Gill was not near the spot. He
knows nothing of those who were present
and accused me of saying things that
were never in my mind, that never
accurred to me. Yet on this evidence, this
body of men. our highest public legisla-
tive functionaries, use these methods for
party ends,

Mr, Monger: This House would not
allow members from here to give cvidenece.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Did
they send for me, 1he only one
they fancied they could get a charze
of a serious character against, the
only one who wonld help them if
it was actually trne that 1 had said
that Flare was like the Czar of

Russia, nnfit to rule the police in a civil-
ised country, and that he should be put in
his place. Tf that eould be proved there
would be some grounds for ealling me
in reply. Tt wonld be an aceusation
against me of a serious character,
although considering the cirenmstances
under which even these alleged charges
were made, eonsidering the time, the ex-
citement of the hour, there would be no
vroof of political malice.

Mr. Harper: Caplain Hare was very
popular with his men.

M+, HMolman: Fle was nothing of the
sort.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
does not touch the point at all, I am

denling now with the eommiltze’s treat-
meut of the Government. Whatever Cap-
iain  Flare was, whether rightly or
wrongly retired, does not affect the point
that T was aceused of e¢harging him with
heing like the Crzar and being unfit for
his position. T say, supposing I had said
these things, surely ealm-minded men
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would consider the circumstances under
which things of that kind were said.

Mr, George: You might have smd that
under excitement,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Pre-
cisely; if I had said that and wmore, con-
sidering the provoention I had, consider-
g 1 saw the danger that women and
children were lu—there is no fancy in
that, no dream about it—actunl danger
was there, and the erowd were enraged to
that extent that had one desired to set
them against the police it would have
heen the easiest thing in the world to do
it,

Hon. J. Mitehell: 1t would have becn
very wrong.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not ¢uestioning whether it would have
been right or wrong. I say the provoca-
tion was sueh that sapposing I said these
things, what proof is that that T said
them for parly purposes? T wounld have
gaid them 1n indignation at the facts
that were occurring there and then. But
hecause this Government must he {abooed,
Mr. Gawler and the members of his
committee aided by Mr. Connolly, a
political opponent. must forsooth damn
us by this evidence, with these innuendoes,
and ecnclude that we had only one motive
in retiring Captain Hare, and that was
to wreak politieal vengeance, to do it for
party motives. Only stained hearts could
be guilty of such emotions as are dis-
played in this report, only poisoned
brains conld show our eondnet in that
pernicious light, and when they speak
about the purity of our politieal life in
future, hold up this report as evidence of
it! Men capable of producing that kind
of evidenee and hasing on it reports to go
forth to the wide world to blacken the
characters of those who eannot politically
agree with them, indeed need our pity;
they are gone in the core, they are dis-
reputable men.

Mr. Holman: Hear, hear; absolutely.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tt
cannot bhe said that this evidence is
worthy

Mr. Holman: Rotten and corrupt.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : That
it is worthy of the applause and the




aer2

appreciation ot mankind,  Such conduet
wonkd be condemued in any age of the
world, and even I a savage community
it would be eonsidered disreputable, [t
cannot be ealled manly in any sense of
the word, and yet it iz palmed off on to
the puoblic as evidence of the character
of the Covernment. [ shall not enter
infe a defence of my colleagues; they
ean defend themselves, hut perhaps the
Honorary Minister will permit me to
draw attention to another species of the
evidence on which the select committee
levelled their specific charges.  When
Captain Hare was giving his evidence, he
said that within two hours after my hon-
orary collengne was sworn in, my col-
lengne sent for the file relating to certain
maltters,

Hon. Frank Wilson: How many honrs
was it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Alr.
Kelly was the man who was called upon
to testify on that point, and T think his
evidence is very interesting. On page 14
of the seleet commiftee’s report, when
Mr. Kelly, who is the secretary of the
Police Department was examined, this
question wasg put to him—

A statement has been made to the
commitice that two hours after the
Government. were sworn in, Mr, Ang-
win (the Honovary Minister) sent for
all the papers relating to the charges
made by Constahle Camphell against
Captain Hare,

What does Mr. Kelly say to that?
answer is—

T could not say whether it was two
hours. T know it was shortly after
the Government came into power.

Then in another place Mr. Kelly savs
that if it was not within two hours, at
any rate it was within two days afler the
time the Government were sworn in. T
wonld ask hon. members to note how the
cammittee tried to make it two honrs, as
if this one individual had filled the whole
scope of the vision of Ministers, who
thonght of nothing else bhut rushing for
the file of Captain Hare. Tt is =0 ridicu-
lous to try and make it apnear that there
was & eonsniraev. a wild delirions exeite-
ment to wet hold of Caplain Hare and

His
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sack him straight away, and then when
the only witness the seleet committee can
call declares lbat he cannoi say whether
it was two hours after Ministers were
sworn in, that they sent for the file, they
ot him al last to say that it might have
been two days, and 1 suppose if he bad
wone a liftle further, if the committee
had had this man under a thoroughly
trained cross-examiner. he cculd have
been induced to say it was two weeks
afterwards.

Mr. Holman: Or two vears.

“The ATTORNEY GENFRAL: Or
even iwo vears, As a matter of faet
the Honorary Minister has never seen the
file to this hour.

My, George: What day were yvou sworn
in?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I be-
lieve it was a Thursdav or a Friday
inght,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tt was on a Sat-
urday.

The ATTORNEY GTNFERAL: Yes, 1
helicve it was on n Saturday.

Mr. Georze: Ye:, and on Monday
morning von asked for that file.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T do
not know what the hour was, but it does
not matler, even if it was within two
howrs. T want 1o say that not only is it
a fact that the evidence is ngt just and
is not fair to the Honorary Minister,
bhut that there is a certain minnte on
the file whirh the Honorary Minister re-
quires for his defenee or explanation
in the maiter, and fthat minute is no
longer to he found. Tt has disappeared.
Tt 1s material and it affeets the charae-
ter of the Minister. Tt was on the file
so long as the file was in our cnstody,
but it has disappeared since,

AMr. (eorge: No vou charge anvone
with having taken it?

The ATTORNTY GENERAL: I
charge np one: T am stating a fact,

Hon. W. (. Angwin (Honarary Minis-
terY: The minute has gone.

Mr. Holman: And they would not stop
at that,

The ATTORNEY GENERAT.: That
wonld not he a justifieation for my ac-
cusing thetn of all kinds of ecrimes, but
T ask those who are exeiting the sus-
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picious not lo throw stones, not to try
to make il appear thai hon. members
on thix side of the Honse are guilty of
all kinds of altempts to poison

Mr. (teorge: Why not make a straight
out charge that (he minuie has been ex-
tracted from the file?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 1 am
stating straight faets, I am stating the
truih. and 1 wil wo na further. | am
not going to fall into the tacties of hon.
memhers opposite. T am not going fo say
thai because that ocenrs they are frandu-
jeni thieves and dishonourable conspira-
tore. No: T am stating a fact.

Mr. George: The minunte has zone and
yon do not know who has raken it. Tt
might he one of yonr own party.

My, Swan: Jusi what you would think.
It shows the ¢lean mind you have.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
not going to fall into the hon. member’s
line of econduet. T am content to state
facts and to allow the publie to draw
their inferences from them. I do not
care about hon. member’s ecomments upon
the faets which T am staling, Tf hon.
menibers will state the truth, T will
freely forgive them for drawing the in-
ferences which the truth may support.

Mr. George: What was the minute?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
will leave the Honorary Minister to speak
for himself in regard to that minute.

My, George: Let him make a charge.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
will make a charge as it affeets him. bhut
is the hon. member by his interruptions
defending the econdnet which has heen
displayed in the report of the select
committee. TIs he defending the condnet
of those people who ot evidence which
is not true. which was not sifted and
which was not permitted to he rebutted;
all this evidence, which is purely er parte.
Is the hon. member defending the basing
of charpes upon such feeble evidence as
that?

Mr. George: T am asking vou te prove
your facts.

The ATTORNEY .GENERATL: TLet
the hon. member if he wants to, defend
the Couneil in their conduet.

Mr. George: @ive us vour faets,
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
slated my facis and everybody is free to
draw his own inference. The facts have
justified what 1 have said, and had the
other party done the same thing I should
not have had a chavee to speak in this
House.

AMr. Elliott: Do you say that the file
has been tampered with?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
that the minute is missing.

“Mr. George : Whom do you suspeet?

Mr. Carpenter: Ask your own friends
where ir is.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T can-
not tell where it is.

Mr, Eliott: Will yon have inquiries
made? '
Mr. Gill:
quiry made?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T re-
gret that hon. members opposite have not
taken a manly stand and looked upon
the charges of this gravamen with dis-
approval. Does not the member for Ger-

aldton disapprove of fthis report?

My, Elliott: T have not read it yet.

" The Minister for Mines: That is why
you are ecommenting on it.

Han, J. Mitehell: The report of the
commillee is based on the evidence.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
15 no evidence. Would you allow one
person to accuse another, to damage his
character, to take from him what he may
consider most dear in his life, to take
from him the good esteem of his fellow
men: would any comxt in this land per-
mit that to he done without asking the
ather side to answer?

. Mr. George: I thought they did ask
you, :

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
the one who is acused. There is not a
seintilla of evidence that Captain Hare's
services were dispensed with for poliiteal
rensons, and no acensation can be made
against anvone except it be me, for hav-
ing ecalled him a czar and declared that
he was not fit to govern the police force
in a eivilised community.

Mr. George: You have denied that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
to deny it now unfortunafely when it is

I say

How can youn have an in-
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prinied and published to the world. 1
have to deny it here where T cannot con-
front the witnesses and face my accnser.
T have to deny il now that T am facing
those who sympathise with those who rob
men of their character so unseruplously
and with so litile regard for honour and
feelings of good sense. The member for
Murray-Wellington onght to be sorry. 1
give him credit if left free from party
influence, for exercising ihe natural in-
stinets which are within him, and if he
did that he wonld strongly, as T am doing,
condewnn conduct of this kind. He wounld
never support this inference of dishonour
and corruption against others who were
unheard and not allowed to reply. The
hon. member, in spite of his party tacties
oceasionally—which unfortunately one
cannot help regretting—in spite of that,
T know his heart would never tolerate
condnct of that kind in the ordinary af-
fairs of life. Unfortunately nothing ap-
pears sacred in the Assembly. We talk
about both IHouses respecting each other,
bat nothing appears fo be too mueh on
the high level of political reetitude for
the other Chamber, in the persons of this
seleet committee, to attack, from the
Speaker in the Chair to the Chairman of
Committees, and to the gentleman who
was absent on the oeceasion, Mr, Gill—all
are brought nnder their censure and eon-
tempt. ’

Mr. George: And the Attorney Gen-
eral; do not forget him.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am
not foreetting him. T public life is com-
ing to so low an ebh that eonduct such
as purpetrated by that select committee
is only a matter for jesls and smiles—if
publie life is eoming to that low ebb, it is
time these institutions vanished and we
asked 1he outside world fo take charge
of the gnvernment of the ecouniry, We are
not elevating our position, we are not
dignifying these Chambers as delihera-
tive bodies by eonduect of that kind.
There have been times in these institu-
tions when if the eharaeter of an hou.
member was attacked, although he were
a political foe. his greatest political op-
ponent. wonld come to the defence of his
character.  All history is full of pleas-
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ant instanees of tiies when. becansetheir
eolleagues  were  charged, all  mewm-
hers of the House on both sides
came together when every particle
of  political strife  was  dropped,
wlen  separate  parties  disappeared,
when every line of demarcation be-
tween the position of benches was
wiped out, and the Assembly or the Com-
mons hecame one hody or one man in the
defence of the rights and character of the
humblesi member of that hody. But now
there appears to be a species of rejoicing
in the character of that which traduces
the Attorney General: in his humilia-
tion; that he could he accused of politi-
cal partisanship and party bias; that he
wotld deliberalely ruin the life of a man
in vrder to carry out his party sehemes.
'Think of the gravity of it—for the sake
of mere party politics, T would reduce a
man fo rnin. That is not my character;
none ean accuse me of a degrading ma-
lice of that sort.

Mr. Elliott: You are only aceused of
calling him the Czar of Russia; that is
not serious.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
accused of more. The hon. member ad-
mils he las not read the report, yet he
makes these interjections. Will he learn
to be wise and keep his tongue still until
he knows? There is a species of mod-
esty in vounz members which is becom-
inzy and even those much older in politi-
enl life than he hold their tongue when
they know ignorance is behind if. and do
not, like fools. rash in where angels fear
to tread. This is the statement

There was evidence before your eom-
miftee showing that at least one mem-
ber of the present Governmeni desirved

Captain Hare's retirement on party

political grounds.
That is a serious
palitieal grounds.*’

Mr. Elliott: Tt does not mention your
name.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is only one example of the cowardly
terms in whieh this document is conched.
Y am accused of trving to ruin a fel-
low mortal. becanse of party purposes.
Hon, members even on that side know

charge—*‘on  party
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different from that. T light politically all

T know for what I believe to bhe true and |

right. I use every power that skill or
knowledge or training or Nature have en-
dowed e with, for the purpose of ad-
voecating my eause and making it aceept-
able to my fellow men, for the purpose of
making converts, I may humiliate those
who assume proud distinctions for the
purpose of asserting powers they do not
rightly use or possess. I fight them on the
floor of the House hy every weapon that
is just, in the way of speech; but T trust
the hour will never ecome when, for the
sake of party triumph, T will try to in-
jure my fellows-beings’ lives and homes,
I will work for the cause I sincerely ac-
cept, and to the dethronement of that
canse which I believe lo be pernicious to
the public weal and welfare, with all the
zeal, the energy and the powers I may
possess: but, having done that, there is
no malice, no spleen, not even against
Captain Hare nor any other of those
who are seeking to traduce me and my
colleagues by methods so despicably mean
as this report.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) : As one
whose name is mentioned more often
in this evidence than that of any other
member, I will be justified in saying a few

words. Let us look back upon Captsain
Hare's own statemeni and find out
where he hases his first charge. 1 was

always under the impression that mem-
bers returned to the House had a per-
feet righi to criticise any department
and endeavour to bring about veforms
in any branch of the Public Service. [
have vet to learn that Captain Hare, as
Commnissioner of Police, could hold ma-
lice against any hon. member for doing
what he thought right in the public in-
terest. T am prepared to make the state-
ment here that Captain Hare has heen
full of bias ever since cerfain statements
were made in the House, and that he has
treasured up that bias until the oppor-
tunity occurred; that presumably, from
the evidence before us and from infor-
mation which I gathered and which I
spoke of during the tramway trouble,
it has been on his mind to diseredit La-
Tour members in the eves of the countey
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at the first opportunity.. Captain Hare
in replyving Lo question No, 23 said there
had been four debates in Parliament to
which he would like to refer the com-
mitlee. His first reference was to Han-
sard, Volume XXX, page 3075. This
was his reference—

Ttem. Commnissioner, £730. Mr. Hol-
man : As it was intended to inerease
the salary of the superintendent, who
did most of the work which the Com-
inigsioner was paid to do. he moved—

That the amount be reduced by £50.
Was the position of Commissioner war-
ranted at all? The work was carried
ont  mostly by the superintendent.
Salaries in this department were
creeping up, therefore we should re-
duce the expenditure as much as pes-
sible. He remembered the time when
the superintendent was Acting Com-
missioner and the police work went on
just as well as now,

That is the evidence brought hefore the
committee to show why Captain Hare
should not have been dismissed; that is
one of the charzes on which he bases his
statement. T am prepaved lo say, and T
say it knowing exactly what J am saying,
and in one of my calmest moments
that the ecvidenee which  Captain
Hare gave to that committee was
ahsolutelv  false, and that by en-
deavouring to east a slur upon men-
bers of this Chamber he has led that
committee to bring in a veport whieh
would suit fiim and be favorable to him.
1 say the members of that commitiee
wlho were led by Captain Elare without
making proper enquiries arc men abso-
lutely not to be trosted by the public at
all. men not fitted to hold any public
position; because they have handed in a
report founded on absolute falsehood,
and they never thought of justice for one
moment. They are not worthy of the
slightest consideration; they are not fit
to hold any honorable position in the
counkry, hecause they allowed charges
to be made against men without giving
thnse men opportunity of refuting ihe
charges. T have heen mentioned very
strongly in this report. Tn answer to
question No. 19 Captain Hare said this—
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From that [ will pass on to the tram-
way strike. As is well known, I took
strong aection, an aetion which T
thonght was correct, and which T
thought I was quite justified in tak-
ing. The members of the eommittee
will remeinber that the ofher side also
took very determined action at that
time. Dynamite was picked up on the

tram lines.

YWhen Captain Hare took the aection
which brought about a debaie in this
Chamber there was no talk of dynamite,
and I am satsified that no dynamite was
ever placed on the tramlines by any of
those men in the trouble or any of their
sympathisers, either. The dynamite epi-
sode occurred wecka after the trouble
in Barrack-street; vet he tried to get the
committee to beleve that he bad taken
that strong action beeanse dynamite had
been placed on the tramlines and they
were going to blow Perth to smithereens.
His evidence continues :(—

And T eonsidered that 1 was justified in
adopting drastic measures.  This, of
course, did not please the party who
are now in power, hut who were then in
Opposition, and, in the course of my
duiies, I had Lo issue summonses against
the present Speaker (Mr. Troy), the
present Chairman of Committees (Mr.
Holman), and Mr. O’Loghlen. for dis-
orderly conduct.
T desire to state that when Captain Hare
made that statement he made an abso-
lutely false statement, T have never had
a summons issued against me for dis-
orderly conduet in my life. I was never
proceeded against durtng fthe tramway
trouble, nor ever for disorderly conduet
in my life. Se¢ (aptain Hare, when he
made that staiemenf, must have known it
was false, hecanse he said he izsued the
summoenses himself, Ht bears out what 1
have said in the House before, namely,
that instruetions were issued to try to get
as many Labour members as thev could,
in order to diseredit them in the eves of
the couniry. When a man zives evidenee
Yike that he is not fit, he is not a man at
all, he has nothing manly about him, and
when members of that commitlee allow
themselves to be swaved by evidenee such

*
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as that they are not worthy of one mo-
ment’s thought from any honest man,
this place or outside. Captain Hare con-
tinued—

I thought it my duty then to nip in the
bud what inight have developed into a
sertous malter, and I can only point out
now that action of a similar nature was
subsequently taken by the Commis-
sioner of Police in Brisbane, and is
being taken to-day by the Commissioner
of Police in New Zealand.

Here in Western Australia the tramway
frouble was a mere bagatelle; there was
ahsolutely no trouble to speak of at all;
the only tronhle that took place was the
trouble eaused hy the police galloping up
and down the street ou horseback, knock-
ing women and children about. Mr.
Speaker will know that so far as dis-
orderty conduet was concerned, or any
fighting or ineiting men to fight, he would
be the last man to do . Then we have
the member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen),
another man charged. Anvone knowing
Afr. O'Loghlen and hearing him accused
of ineiting to trouble, or of being dis-
orderly, would know that it was a wrong
accusaltion. Take all the members of the
Housze and you could not gel two more
quiet or orderly members than Mr,
Speaker and the member for Forrest. I
have been associated with them for some
time and T know. When a charge is made
against a man of having been summoned
for disorderly conduct, they ought to give
the evidenee to show what was the result
of (hose charges: the result was 1hat
those men  were discharged  without
practically any evidence being heard
against then. Mr. 'Loghlen was speak-
ing fo a farmer friend of his who had
just come down. and who was asking for
information. and while he slond there for
two or three momenis speaking in the
sireet. a policeman came up and took his
name. and he was summoned. [ was nnt
summoned, and it is an absolute lie to say
that T wae.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You deserved it.

Mr. HOLAAYN: T will ray this, that the
same mentleman who gave this rickety-
rockety evidence, Mr. Connolly. who did
not know anvthirg about it. hnt thonght
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such a thing might have oecurred, prosti-
tuted his position when he was Colonial
Secretary to have a summons jssued
against me on & previous cccasion and
faked the files.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You did have a
summons ?

Mr. HOLMAN: On a previous ocea-
sion, vears ago. It only goes to show
what evidence these men are prepared to
give in order to condemn hon. members.
When a report like this goes out, showing
that the Speaker, the Chairman of Com-
miltees, and the member for Forrest were
summoned for disorderly conduct, people
will ask. “What sort of men are these?”
I ask the hon. member for Murray-
Wellington if that is a fair thing 7

Mr. George: I should like to have it
proved.

Mr. HOLMAN: This ean be proved at
a moment’s notice.

Mr. George: Bul what about the faking
of the files you spoke about?

Mr. HOLMAN:  Absolutely. I went
and saw the files when T was summoned
and afterwards minutes were placed on
the file and dated back.

Mr, George: Do yon know that thev
were placed there by the order of the
Minister, or by himself personsally?

Mr. HOLMAN: I know that it was in
the friendly societies file beeanse T had a
record of it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But vou said he
did it. :

Mr. HOLMAWN: He was Colonial See-
retarv, the file was m his department,
and it was done.

My, George: That does not prove he
did it.

Mr. HOLMAN: From my knowledge
of that gentleman T know he would not
be afraid te do it. or refrain from doing

it. So far as my actions in that
strike  were concerned. T did not
get  inta that  ftrouble at all until
my  wife eame into my  office and

said she had heen driven off the foofpath
and almost knocked down with the child-
ren she had with her by mounted police
between Washington’s corner and the
Shamrock hotel. She told me that T bad
better go into the street and see what was
ocenrring. I did so and within 10 min-
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utes of my getting into the street I picked
up Mr. Walker and said to him, “The
best thing we ean do is to try to get the
police {aken off the street and so prevent
further trouble”” I spoke to Inspector or
Sub-Inspector Lappin and said to him
“You are doing the worst thing that ecan
be done at a time like this. The police
will only incite the people.  The best
thing 1o be done is to take the police off
the street and there will be no irouble.”
Inspector Lappin said “I wish to God,
Mr. Holman, you could get withdrawn the
orders I have received and I would be
only too pleased to take the police away.”
With Mr. Walker I weut towards the
Colonial Secretary’s office. We met the
Colenial Secretary and I think Superin-
tendent Lawrence was with him. I said
to Mr. Connolly, “If you allow these police
to continue riding up and down the street
as they are doing somebody will be getting
hurt and they will be causing a great
deal of trouble” T admit T was heated
at the time, becanse if a man’s wife and
family, on coming into town on a peace-
able errand—we were about to leave for
Meekatharra with a Ministerial party and
she was purchasing a few things in order
to take one of the children with her—is to
he galloped over by mad-brained police-
men, it is time for some action to be taken.
Mr. Connolly promised to make inquiries
and to see what could be done, and 1t is
a marvellous thing that shortly afterwards
the police were withdrawn and there was
no further trouble.

Mr. Harper: So Mr. Connolly did not
do =o badly after all.

Mr. HOLMAN: But who was to blame
for causing the trouble? Commissioner
Hare. And that same Commissioner not
onlv had the police galloping up and
down the sireets, bnt had a large body of
monnted police armed with swords lined
up in the police yard ready to charge
down on innocent people in the streets of
Perth.

Mr. George: You must be ready to keep
order.

Mr. HOLMAN: T thought the police
foree of this State or any other State was
to keep order and not to make disorder.
And the whole of the people who were in
the City on that day will bear me out in
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saying that the whole of the disorder, if
there was any, was caused by the police
{hemselves, absolutely irresponsible per-
sons acting in all probability on the iuo-
structions of Commissioner Hare. His
Honour the Speaker stood on a corner of
the sireet and his name was faken for
disorderly conduet.  Mr. O’Loghlen was
speaking to a farmer friend and he was
sumoned.

Mr. George: It was in the newspapers.

Mp. HOLMAN: Yes, and why was it
not brought out in the evidence before
the committee? And why was evidence
given that 1 made a statement af that
time when I made the statement in the
Hounse afterwards? Why was a report
brought down on absolutely false evi-
dence? It only goes to show thaf, al-
though a summons was not issned against
me, & summons was ready for issue, and
they were waiting to get me, because I,
as & member of this Chamber, had the
temerity to move a reduetion of £30 in
the salary of the person, with whom to
compare the Czar is a libel on the Czar.
I say that the Government have treated
Captain Hare too well, He was a para-
site on this State for many years, and
the only thing T regret is that the pre-
sent Government, although they did good
work in getting rid of him, did not do
as well as they ought to have done by
allowing him to remain a parasite on the
State and draw a pension he is not
worthy of.

Mr. George: That is part of their good
work.

Mr. HOLMAN: One would think the
hon. member would feel some qualms of
conscience when he remembers how he
was freated when he was dismissed, and
draw a comparison between his dismissal
and that of Captain Hare.

Mr, George: My agreement was kept.
T was not dismissed.

Mr. HOTLMAN: The hon. member
knows he wns not freated fairly. For
their action in getting rid of that person
Hare, the Government have received the
approbation of the whole of the people
of this conntry, and the only thing we
have to regret is that they have allowed
him to he a parasite on the State as longz
as he lives,
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My, Harper: He was a good warden.

Mr. HOLMAN: Gentlemen of his kid-
ney are apt to be good wardens when
mine owners and tramway proprietors
are coneerned, and when they are trying
to turn public feeling against men who
are standing up for their just rights.

My, Harper: He had Lhe respeet of
al] seclions of the eummunity.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, and we have haod
evidence of where he was not respected.
When fhey were frying to get n com-
mittee to administer the police fund,
although Captain Hare was not a ean-
didate, things wore fixed up in his favour
so that he was returned. So we know he
must have heen very popular amongst
a eertain section.

Hon. TFrank Wilson: Why was he dis-
missed, that is the guestion?

Flon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Because he was over 60 vears of

age.

Mr. HOLMAN: It has already been
said why he was dismissed.

Mr. Elliott: The Attorney (ieneral said
he was retired.

Mr., HOLMAN: T thought that after
the little bit of tickling up the hon. mem-
ber received he would have got a little
sense, but apparently he is looking for
another opportunity to tush in.  The
hon, member is quibbling between the
words dismiss and retire. In speaking
on a matier like this one is liable to use
the word dismissal when he means re-
tirement.

Mr. George: That is why you say T
wns dismissed when you know I was not.
You do not mean to reflect on me.

Mr. HOLMAN: I maintain that the
hou. member was not treated fairly. But
the question under econsideration is not
the retirement of Hare but the fact that
members of this Chamber have bheen
traduced by a commitiee, of whom, to
be charitable, the least we can say is that
they are not responsible for their ae-
tions. So far as the motion is concerned,
T think the Minister has shown a great
deal of charity in framing it, and I do not
think it is a fair expression of the.
opinion of this Chamber. Tt now reads
“That the Legislative Couneil be inform-
ed by Message that the Legislative As-
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gsembly cannot evneur in and’respect-
fully repudiates the report covered by
Aiessage No. 29, which report refleets up-
on members of the Government and the
party in power, and is not only unfair
bui unsupported by evidenee.” 'The last
few words should be deleted and after
““unfaiv’’ the following words should be
added :—“Bot  supported by fulse and
unrehiable evidence.’”” I proved where it
was false in my own case, and one could
xo right through the evidence and show
its Falsity.

HTon. J. Mitehell 1+ Why not proceed
against them for perjury ¢ )

Mr. HOLMAN :  The hon. member
knows [ was never summoned.

Hon. J. Mitchell ;1 I am not question-
ing what you say.

Mr. HOLMAN : Then the hon. mem-
ber must admit that evidence is false.

Mr, Male : No.

Mr. HOLMAN : The hon. member
for Kimberley knows that the evidence
is Talse.

AMr. Male: 1 do not.

Mr. HOLMAN : But the hon. mem-
ber knows I was not summouned.

Mr. Male : [ do not kuoow.that the
evidence said you were,

Mr, HOLMAN : Well the hon. mem-
ber ean take my word for . Captain
Hare says “I had to issue summonses
agninst the present Speaker and the
Chairman of Committees.”’

Hon, Frank Wilson : You say that
summonses were prepared and not issned.

Mr. HOLMAN : I say that in all
prohability they were rigged up to eateh
us if they possibly eould, the same as
they were on other onceasions. The evi-
dence reads—

By the Hon. J. Cornell - Mr. Troy,
Mr. O’Loghlen and Mr, Holman were
summoned at vour instigation for their
attitude in respect to the tramway
strike #—Yes.

The hon. member cannot have anything
plainer than that. [ do not think there
is a member on the Opposition side, pre-
judieed though he may be, who eounid jus-
tify the action taken up by the commit-
tee. Yhen the characters of members of
this Chamber were impngned, why were

inacenrale.
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they not given an opportunity of tender-
ing evidence ?

Hon, Frank Wilsen: Why did not
Mr. Taylor and Mr. Angwin go 9

Mr. HOLMAN: [ do not know, but I
gertainly would have given evidence if
it was necessary,

Mr. George :
teered evidence.

Mr. HOLMAN : T did not know what
was going on. I did not know that a
man who once held a responsible posi-
tion in the State would perjure himself
by giving false evidence, in order to
gain a favourable report. I even was
charitable envugh to think that Captain
Hare would not stoop to that.

Mr. George: Are theore any other
inarcuracies in his evidence hesides this?

The Minster for Lands : There are
those which the Attorney CGeneral point-
ed out.

Mr. HOLMAN : I think the Attor-
ney (leneral mentioned many instances.
T mention only a case which affects my-
self. Tn all prohability other matters can
be brought forward whiech are equally
I would like to ask the hon.
member for Murray-Wellington is it
necessary considering that throughoat
the evidence my name is mentioned, per-
haps five times as often as that of any
other member, Lo prove that the whole
of the evidence is wrong, when the ma-
terial point is proved to be false. Mem-
hers of the Opposition indicate tiat this
does noi affeet ihe question. 1t affects
my charaeter. This report may bhe puh-
lished far and wide. It is in print and
it will be accepted as trne, because peo-
ple outside will think, greatly mistaken
as they may be, that the men who took
this evidence are just and honourable.
They will not know as mueh about them
as we do. They will not Lnow that the
men were blindly prejudicsd against the
party in power and were prepared to
prostitnte their power to ¢et home on
them if they eounld.

My, George interjected.

Mr. HOIMAN : The hon. member
ean read in the evidence time after time
where it was mentioned.

You could have volun-



Ja2

Mr. George: No, I can only read
questions 18, 19, and 21,

Mr. HOLMAN: T have already
quoted extraets from Hansard to show
that we spoke in this House on matters
which the hon. member for Murray-Wel-
hington will agree we had a perfect right
to speak on—the question of the linancss
of this State—and who was Captain Hare
that he shounld take scme strong stand
because an hon. member had dared to
move that his salary be redunced?

Mr, George: You know he was pos-
tered by newspaper people the same as
yon and I used to be.

Mr. HOLMAN: I do not know that.
If any man has been treated most rea-
sonably so far as members of this House
are concerned. thal man is Captain Hare.
T think if the Press published wlat they
conld about this genileman, even his
firmest friends would not associale with
him.

Mr, George: That is pretiy strong.

Hon. J. Mitchell: There were other
things said in the House.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am prepared to
stand by everylthing I said abont Captain
Hare and his under-strappers. T say,
as T mentioned hefore, that a few of the
police on thaf occasion were eausing a
great deal of trouble and the whole of the
disorder. Many of the police on that
oceasion acted with diseretion and acted
like men, and prevented the serions dis-
turbance which otherwise would have heen
cansed by the other policemen. Passing
on to question No. 21, the hon. Mr. Con-
nolly asked “Mr. Holman was fined3”
and the answer was—“I am only speaking
from memory, I do not correetly remem-
ber what happened.” The man does not
know what happened; yet he is prepared
to give evidence and the commiitee were
prepared io take his evidence. The Al-
torney (General mentioned that in regard
to the evidence given by Mr. Cennolly,
he did not know what he was saying, but
the committee were prepared to sccept
such statements when the witnesses ad-
mitted (hey did not know what had hap-
pened and could not remember anvthing
about it. Yet the committee were pre-
pared to hring in a report condemning the
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present Government amd memnbers of thi
House on evidence regarding which b
witnesses couwld net remember anvthing
Captain Hare also said—

1 hope to he able to bring evidence t
show that iwo members of Parliamen
approached Mr. Connolly, wha was ther
Colonial Secrelary—I do nol knov
whether T am right in mentioning thi
—and complained of my aetion. and
they asked Mr. Connolly whether
was going lo upbold what T had done
He replied that he was going to do so
and the members of Parliament tfol¢
him that as soon as they got into powe
the Czar of Russia, meaning me. woulc
not remain long in his office.

So far as T am personally concerned ]
believe T was with ihe members who saw
the Colonial Seecretary and I am certair
that on no oceasion was the term ('zar o
Russia mentioned,

Mr. George: This was told to Caplair
Hare by Mr. Connolly,

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. MeDowall
took the Chair.]

Myr. Underwood: There is about th
same percentage of truth as there nsnally
is in his remarks,

Mr. HOLMAN: Mr. Connolly states
ke did not remember it being said.

Mr. George: You cannot blame Cap
tain Hare for saying what he was told.

Mr, IIOLMAN: I blame any man fo
giving evidence which is absolutely un
trne and which he eannot definitely swea
to, but T blame more a committee of im.
heeciles who would lake notice of such evi
dence, men who are neither honeurabl
nor just. men who are prepared to take
false evidence——

Mr. Male: On a point of order. is the
hon. member justified or in order in re
ferving to hon. members of another place
as belng dishonourable?

AMr. Underwood: Yes.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon
member 15 discussing the report now;
it is not like an ordinary debate.

Mr. Male: Bul the hon. member it
saving that members of thal eommittee
from another place are dishonourahle.

Mr, Thwyer: Oniy in that capacily.
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Mr, HOLMAXN: 1 am stating that the
commitiee have condemned the Govern-
ment and myself as being unfair and dis-
honest, and have done ihat on false evi-
dence, and men who will do that are dis-
honourable and are not jnst.

Mr, George: I do not think you are in
order in reflecting upon hon. members of
the other Chamber like that,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The
Speaker has heen in the Chair for some
time and he has not taken exeeption to
remarks much stronger than the remarks
which have just passed. I want to know
why lon. members are so anxions to raise
this point the moment that T enter the
Chair.

Mr. George: The answer is eclear: the
Speaker was in a very invidious position
and vetired, He is referred to in the
evidence. If he took any aetion

Hon, W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister}: You insinunate that ke has done
ihal because he is mentioned?

Mr. George: You, Sir, have taken the
Chair. You are a person who is not
charged at all, and surely it is competent
to appeal to you as to whether the hon.
member’s remarks are in order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: T lLave
ruled that the bon. member is in ovder.

AMr. Male: Tn reply to your reference
I would like to point ont that T have not
been in the House during the whole of
this debate, and it is onlv since the
Speaker left the Chair that we have heard
sneh a reference to hon, members of an-
other place as being imberiles, dishon-
ourable and unjust.

My, Underwood: So they ave,

My, Male: Am T not justified in vis-
iny to a point of order to know if the
hon. member is in order in referring to
hon, members of another place as being
imheciles, dishonourable and unjust?

Mr. Underwood: Tt is a fact.

My, HOLMAN: 8o far as this report
18 voncerned they have proved it bevond
the shadow of a doubt.

Hon. J. Mitehell: Why not et the re-
port speak for itself?

Mr. HOLMAN: Tf T allowed fhe
statemeni to remain that T was sum-
monzed for disorderly condnet withont

stating that it is  lie hon. members would
helieve il. The statemenis made are ab-
solutely false and ihe report is founded
on false evidence.

Mr. George: Since this point of order
has been raised, I ¢an quite understand
the feelings of ihe hon. member, hut T
would like to refer you, 8ir, to Standing
Order 129, whieh reads—

No member shall use offensive words
against either House of Parliament, or
against any statute, unless for the pur-
pose of moving for its repeal.

Mr. FIOLMAN: T am not nsing it
against another place,

Mr. George: [t ean be argued that the
hon. member is referring to individual
members of Parliament, but the lesser is
certainly included in the whole. The re-
ference to members of another place cer-
tainly comes within this rule.

Mr. Dwyer: The hon. member is only
referring to this wonderful produetion,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: This
Standing Order deals with motions by an-
other place and ordinary debates, and
when debates have taken place in the
same session, but on this oeeasion there is
a report before the House and it is com-
peteni to discuss that report fully. Tf [
hear any very offensive remarks T shall
certainly ask that they be witlulrawn,
but at the same time T must allow the
fullest latitude in diseussing the rvaport.
It would he ntterly unfair if T did not.
It is an entively different thing from
what this rale was framed for.

My, HOLMAN: So far as the guestion
of the report iz concerned, it has gone
forth to the world that the present Gov-
ernment are eorrupt and that they have
gob rid of a cerlain person for party
purposes.  No greater charge ecould bhe
made against them. and surely members
on {hat side of the House will be prepared
to support and stand by any member of
the Flouse who is falsely aeccused. If
they are nof prepared fo do thaf they
must line themselves up along side the
committee who made this report. Tf ap-
pears to me that—while stafements ean
he aud are made as strong and - far
reaching as can he made against anyone
in this evidence and report—we are not
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So far as
T am personally concerned T want to take
the opportunity to say that this report

allowed to defend ourselves.

is oot justified or correct, On looking
at questions 49 and 52 we see thal Have
said 1 was one of those who saw Mr.
Connolly, and that he knew 1 had somao
feeling against him the whole of the time
simply bhecanse I had moved to rednee
his salary. Although we find Mr. Con-
nolly gives evidence nothing is said ahout
myself, but Mr, Connolly is prepared
say that Ar. Gill came along and saw
him. My, Gill has already made the state-
ment that he was not there at all, and
that he can bring absolute proof. T
know as one present that Mr. Gill was
not there. Still, that is the class of evi-
denee npon which this report is founded,
Tt would be useless going further into
the debates which took place and which
were mentioned by Hare when he was
giving evidence, but almost the whole
of the statements dealt with the question
because the administration of the police
foree was ecriticised by members of this
House, Members were under the impres-
sion that the police force was not being
administered to the best paossible advan-
tage, and that action had taken plaee
which was detrimental to the diseipline
of the force. Tf has been proved since
that, whatever may have been the slatn-
ments of members in another place or
here, the action faken by the present
CGovernment has been instrumental in
saving a great deal of money to this
State and bringing about a great retorm
in the police foree. I wmerely got up to
say that so far as T am personally con-
cerned, T am satisfied that the report of
the select committee is biassed, unfair,
and ineorreet, and not worthy of emanaf-
ing from men who hold the high and
honourable position which members of
that committee hold at the present time.
A greater investigation was necessary in-
to the whole of the actions which took
place during the tramway trouble as
there, in Iy opinion, was the cause of the
whole of the tronble which arose. So far
as the framway employees and those who
sympathised with them are concerned,
there was no tronhle of any deseription.
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Tn conneetion with industrial troubles in
Western Austraiia we had 3,000 timber
workers locked out for 14 weeks and it
was nol necessary fo send a policeman
into the part where these men were con-
eregated, Tn Thay Down we had o strike
whicl lasted for 10 or 11 weeks and it
was not necessary to send a police officer
at all. Bot here in Perth among a num-
ber of inoffensive tramway men, about
120, we find it was necessary for Captain
Hare to have men armed with swords
ready to sweop down upon inngeent peo-
ple, so as to try and bring public epiniov
against that body of men, and had the
Government dismissed bim immediately
they got into office without a pension at
all, they would have done greater justice
o the people of this State and taken a
more correct conrse.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minisler): I suppose that if this report
is unfair to anyone it is unfair to my-
self because of the insinuations cast ont
in this report. I want fo say that it
is only the report that was printed in
the Press and not the evidence, and there-
fore from the insinnations cast ont in
the reporl no person can come fo any
other conelusion but that T was concerned
from a politieal point of view wiil the
removal of Captain Hare from his posi-
tion, 1If one reads the evidence, however,
it will be seen that T was exonerated so
far as political influence was coneerned.
The reporl goes on to say that the com-
miilee took evidence from the hon, Mr.
Connolly, and in the evidence that gen-
tleman detailed an interview wilh certain
members of the Labonr party “ineluding
at lenst one member of the present Gov-
ernment,” and said that one memher of
the present Government spoke in n very
derogatory way of the Commissioner of
Police, likening him to (he Czar of Rus-
sia, and as not heing fit to govern ihe
police force in a civilised country, and
that he would see he was put in his plarca.
1f we follow the report through we find
that of members of the present Ministrv
my name was the only one used beecaitse
the committee find—

8. That one of the first, if not the
frst. Ministerial act of the Honorary
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Minister, Mr. Angwin, performed with-
in a few hours of his having been
sworn in, was to call for all files relat-
ing to Constable Campbell, and while
there may or may not have been signi-
ticance in the action of the Honorary
Minister, your Committee regret that
in spite of their request for his atten-
dance, they were not placed in a posi-
tion to ascertain whether any And if so
what important reason existed for such
precipitancy on the part of the Hon-
orary Minister.
Auy person reading that report could
come fo only one eonelusion and that was
that 1 was the one who spoke to DMr.
Connolly. T want to say that I never
spoke to Mr. Connolly, and T want to
ask what was the reason for the last
pavagraph at all.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Your action.

Heon, W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): It could not have been my
action, 1t was done for one special par-
pose, and it is the second time during
the present session of Parliament that
some of the members of the Legislative
Couneil have iried in some way or an-
other to injure me, but I am too well
known lo my electors to be injured by
any member of the Legislative Couneil.
1 want te know why there was any neces-
sity for that last paragraph, becanse
paragraph 6 states that Constable Camp-
bell's charges had nothing to do with
Captain Hare’s retirement. Yei the charze
is made against me that heeaunse I asked
for the papers dealing with Campbell—-

Hon. Frank Wilson: What did yoo
want them for?

Hon, W, (., ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Hon members are aware that
immediately the Government took offiee
the members of the Ministry hat to go be-
fore their electors, and Mr. Drew, who
was appointed Colonial Secretary found
it necessary to visit his constitueney,
which was a very large one, and prior to
going away he asked me fo assist him in
his office. 1 earried on the work during
his absence from the City. A complaint
eame in from Constable Campbell abont
the unfairness he had received at the
hands of the Commissioner of Poliee.

Jezd

That complaint came in before I sent out
for any files.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How did it come
about, how did you know about it at Lhe
time?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister: Because I was in Mr, Drew's
office.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did you see the
letter within two hours of going into the
office?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister}: T saw the letter when it came
i, but T never asked for the papers
within two hours of going into the office,

Hon. Frank Wilson: When did you ask
for them?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN {Honorary
Minister) : I will tell the hon. member if
he will wait. Constable Campbell sent in
a complaint that he bhad been unfairly
tveated by the Commissioner and he
pointed out that other police constables
had been promoted over his head when
Le bimself was entitled to promotion, I
asked for Constable Campbell’s file for
the purpose of ascertaining whether that’
officer had been unfairly treated., T
wight state that 1 did not knew Constable
Camphell personally.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He is a very
good man, anyway.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : The select committee has re-
ported in regard to that matter, “The
Governinenl was sworn in on Saturday,
7th Octolier, al about G p.m., and from
a memo. on the file addressed by Mr.
Angwin to the Colonial Seeretary dated
26th October, 1911, it would appear that
he had perused this with other additional
papers.” TLet me put the position as it
stands. T requesled on behalf of the
Colonial Scerefary to see the files relat-
ing to Constable Campbell, and T got
a portion of the files and a portion only;
his record sheet T did not pet. I then
pointed out to the Colonial Secretary that
I only had a portion of the file. and I
made a request again that T should have
the whole file so as to go thoroughly
into (he question and investigate the
charges of unfair treatment. T then
got a few more of the papers relating
to Constable Camphbell, and for the third
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time 1 had to ask for all the papers re-
lating to this officer, and on that third
time | wrote a minute and pointed out
that the action of the department had a
tendeney to make one suspicious, for the
reason that it looked as if there was
something behind the seenes which it was
desired to keep back, so that Constable
Campbell shonld uot have fair play.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Did you wet the
private file as well?

Hou. W, . ANGWIN
Minister): Yes.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did yon see what
was in it%

Hon, W. U, ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): Yes, T saw what was there.
To-day T wanted the minnie that T wrote,
because if I had been able to get it T
conld have told exaetly when T asked
for the papers. I went carefully through
the file twiee and discovered that the
minute had been removed. T do not
say thal the minute was removed after
the papers were laid on the Table of the
Legislative Couneil. Tnfortunately, how-
ever, the minute has gone. and T am not
in a position to prove whether the state-
ment made by Captain Hare fhat T sent
for those papers two hours after T went
into Mr. Drevw’s office. is correci or not.
Seeing that Constable Campbell's charges
have nothing to do with Captain Hare’s
retivement. 1 do not Lknow why there
should have been anv necessity for the
Commissioner to have associated his re-
tirement with Constable Campbell’s
c¢harges. The Commissioner went on fo
say that certain papers were placed be-
fore me. T do not wish to use the state-
ment made by him, but after T had made
a report in regard to Constable Campbell
that T considered he had not had fair
treatment, T was under the impression
then that T had had all the papers re-
lating fo (hat officer. because on the third
time of asking T thought that if the Com-
missioner had been fair he would have
snpplied alt the papers in regard to Con-
stable Camphell. On the 26th February,
112, the Commissioner came to see me.
I was then acting for the Colonial Seere-
tary. The Commissioner hronght with
him a file and le showed me a phbtograph
and =aid *This is a photograph of Con-
stable Campbell.” T said “Tt looks like

{Honorary
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him.” 1f I said he was the man, I should
not have writien this minute to Lhe Com-
missioner and put it on the file, “It ap-
pears by the file that the officials who had
previously made inquiries must have had
such doubts that they ceased going any
further; see instructions to Detective Les.
sey, dated §/9/°09, on previous page; the
matter is entively with you regarding any
inquiry you may desire to make.” This is
dated 26ih February, 1912. The instroe-
tion to Detective Lessey was penned on
the Sth September, 1899, and it was for
him to make goiel ingquiry and was signed
by Inspector Farley. While the Com-
missioner lad stated definifely. and it
was stated in another place, and here by
the leader of the Opposition, that he
{the Commissioner) did not know any-
thing about his retirement until he saw
it in the Press, Captain Hare declared in
his evidenece that T told bim of it ex-
actly one month before he received the
notification, The evidence of Captain
Hare on this matler reads—

The first notification shown on this
file was on the 22nd March, from the
Aecting Under Seeretary, who said thaf
Cabinet had decided to refive you?—
A short letter 1t was before
that that Mr. Ancwin informed me
verhally of this.

T informed him on the 26th February,
and he was vetived on the 22nd March.

Hon. Frank Wilson: How did wvou
know go eavly?

Hon. W. . ANGWIX (Honorary
Minisler) : Bereause Cahinet had deeided
it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Did it take a
month to put it through?
Hon., W. ¢, ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister) : Captain Hare was notified
in Ane course after the Fxeeutive Coun-
¢ll minute went {hrougl.

Hon. Frank Wilkon: Why did vou keep
it back a month?

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN (Houorary
Minister) : T am not prepaved to sav just
now. It might have heen on account of
holidavs or something like that. 1 ounly
mention this to show whalt hon. mem-
bers will stoop to for the express
purpose of hitling  below the bhelt.
It is here proved that, acting on behalf
of the Colonial Secreiary, I verbally in-
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formed Caplain Hare at the first oppor-
tunity of what action was going to be
taken; and I informed him, as stated in
his evidence, that he was going to be
retired on account of age. That is his
own evidence. It has also been stated
that Constable Caropbell was brought
from Norseman withont the consent of
the Commissioner of Police. Just listen
to this—

Inspector Bropby, Kalgoorlie. It
has been decided that Constable Camp-
bell is to come to Perth for the purpose
of having his alleged grievances in-
quired into. Let bim be instructed to
report himself at the central station
without delay. (Signed) Fred Hare.

T took that to-day from the files in the
Couneli. Then the Commissioner goes on

to say that T told him the charges by,

Constable Campbell were withdrawn by
the Glovernment, Any person who gave
it two minutes’ consideration eonld only
eome to one conclusion, namely that Con-
stable Campbell laid charges—which was
proved in the evidence—and that the Gov-
ernment made no charges whatever. How
was it possible T eould tell Captain Hare
that the Government were going to with-
draw charges whieh the Government had
never made?

Mr, George: Cabinet did make charges
against Captain Hare.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : That T said the Government were
going to withdraw their charges. To show
there is no truth in the statement: I was
speaking to him on the 26th February
and on the 4th March Cabinet decided

that unless a board be appointed to
hear the charges made by Camp-
bell before Monday the 18th  the

matter would not be persisted with. On
the 9th March this letter was written to
be sent to he Commissicner of Police,
and T will presently explain why it was
not sent—

Commissioner of Police. Campbell
versus Clommissioner—The Government
are desirous that fipality should he
reached in connection with the above
inquiry. It is proposed that a hoard
of three persons he appointed. one to
he seleeted hy wvourself, one by Con-
stahle Comuvlell, and fhe ehairman fo

3625

be chosen by Cabinet. I have, there-
fore, to inform you that in the eveut
of one or both parties to the issue fail-
ing by the 18th March instant to nomi-
nate a representative, the Government
will consider the question of bringing
the proceedings to a close, or appoint-
ing a hoard of its own choice.
That letler was written, and there is a
foot-note showing that it was not sent out,
because on the 9th Mareh Constable
Campbell sent in a letter desiring to
withdraw the charges which had been
made.
Mpr. George: What does he say in the
letter of withdrawal?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Mintster) : I did not copy the letter, I

had nof the lime. T had 1o 20 fo a
Cabinet meeting to-day. Tet us lead up
to this: Campbell sent several letters in
duringthe regime of the late Colonial
Secretary, and the late Cclonial Secre-
tary in his evidence stated (hat if Camp-
bell had laid charges the inquiry would
have been held. But the whole of these
charges laid by Campbell were sent in
during the regime of the late Colonial
Secretary, and therefore they were all
on the file when we took office. If there
was not something in the charges laid by
Constable Campbell would not Captain
Hare have got rid of him long hefore
we came into office? There is prime
facie evidence that if Campbell had not
truth to back him up the Commissioner
of Police was not fit for hig office in
keeping such a man in the position.

The Minister for Mines: When he was
asked by the committee, did he want
Campbell called, he said “No.”

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): I know I would not stand
such letters from any man if I was in
charge of a department, nnless ihere was
something I was afraid to speak about.
The aectinn »f the Commissioner con-
demned him himself.

Mr, George: What were the charges?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): They were too many to he
specified here. As soon as the Commis-
sioner fonnd that I was makine some in-
quiry and looking into the papers. he
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came along and said he had decided to
lay a charge of insubordination against
Campbell. And tlen he was not plucky
enough to do it, not man enough to make
the erarge. He went to the Crown Soliei-
for lo ascertain his position, how he
should earry out his duty as Commis-
sipner of Police, a man in charge of
several hundred policemen, in a position
.where diseipline was of the atmost neces-
sitv. But he was afraid for some reason
or other to lav the charge against Con-
stable Campbell, and h: went to the
Crown Solicitor, who fold him, *“Yon
cannot lay a charge of insubordination;
Cionstable Campbell has only been a little
indisereet,” And Captain Hare dropped
the charge like hot lend. He knew there
was somethiag Campbell had, and he did
not wish to take it further. The position
is that the Commissioner dropped his
charge of insubordination, hut Campbell
laid charaes himself. That was {he posi-
tion, and that is as far as it had gone.
When he found out that the Commissioner
was being hononrably retired he withdrew
the charges.

Mr, George: On
withdraw the charges?

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN (Honorary
Ministor): The 9th Mareh,

My, Gewve: And when was the Com-
missiuner vedpred?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Prior to the 26th February.
In proof of my statement let me read
a question put to the Commissioner by
the select committee, * Would you like
Constable Campbell called 77 The
Commissioner replied: “So far as I
am concerned, if the committee are not
going into the charges at all there is no
necessity to have him called.” There
was no necessity to ask the Commis-
sioner whether he should be called, be-
cause they had full power to summon
him to give evidence. It proves clearly
that, as far as even the committee were
concerned, they were not anxious to
bring any evidence which would assist
them in arriving at & conclusion. They
decided that as far as Campbell was
concerned he had nothing to do with
the retirement of Captain Hare. In

what dare did be
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dealing with Constable Campbell’s
papers, the charges laid in regard to
the Commissioner were all they had
to do with.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Did he not serve
three years for perjury in New South
Whales ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : 1 say this: the Police De-
partment has never been able to prove
it, and this minute was dated the Sth
September, 1899 I put o minute on
and said, ‘* The matter is entirely with
you in regard to any inquiry you may
desire to make.” The Department had,
previous to that, been making inguiries,
and Detective Lessey was instructed
on that date to make a quiet inquiry
in regard to the matter. At that time
they were never able to actually prove
that Campbell was convicted. It was
a scandal for the ex-commissioner to
give that in evidence, when he could not
prove it.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Why did you not
put in the file so that the committee
could see it ?

Hon. W. . ANOGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : It was no surprise to me to
find my nume brought into this report,
becanse in giving evidence before the
last select commnittee that the Legis-
Jative Council appointed I made certain
statements against one of the members,
based on his own evidence given before
a previous select committee on railway
construction, and that gentleman was
a member of this committee. I ask
members to form their own conclusion
as to whether 1 was not drawn into this
for the special purpose of covering up
their own evil deeds,

Hon. Frank Wilson : What are their
evil deeds ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Lending £50 to & surveyor
on proved evidence.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who gave the
£50 1 .

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN  (Honorary
Minister) : If the Deputy Speaker will
allow me, I will read the report of the
evidence.

Mr. Underwood : Sommers lent it to
Muir,
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Hon. Frank Wilson : Well, what about
it ?

The Minister for Mines: Muir was to
take the railway through Sommers’
property—absolute corruption.

The Premier: Is that the sort of
thing you encourage ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): If the Speaker will allow
me, I will read the evidence given in
connection with the transaction,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon.
member con read any report of ja
previous session.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : This ia an extract from the
report of the evidence before the select
committee of the Legislative Council on
the Wongan Hills-Mullewa railway. Mr.
Sommers was giving evidence, and he
was asked by the Hon. J. E. Dodd—

What was Mr, Muir's object in going
to you in the first instance. You say
he came to you. Was that before he
went up there ?—Yes, just before he
went up. I was pressing him for
the payment of some imoney which
he had been owing me for two years.

That is how the conversation arose.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Then he did owe
him the money ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN  {(Honorary
Minister) : That was two years after the
railway survey had been made. The
evidence continues—

He went and saw you again when
he came back ?—Yes, a writ was
being issued for the recovery of the
money, and he come in to see if he
could stop the writ. With some
difficalty, my solicitor stopped it.
Mr. Muir said he would be back in a
fortnight, when he would ses what
he could do in the way of payment.
He came back in a fortnight, and I
insisted upon this money being paid.
Then it was that T learnt of this
deviation.

He said the deviation would go
east —Yes, he blamed the Govern-
ment. He said he was under instrue-
tions, and he had to do what he was
told.

That report was dated after the
10th May. At any rate this would
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be after the date of that report +—On

the 14th June of this year, he made

the first payment of this money,
owing for two years, so it was between

May and June. Having said s0 much,
I think I may as well put in these

letters, Mr. Muir incuwrred a debt of

£50 to rne, in April, 1910.

That was just before the Leader of the
Opposition brought in his Bill for the
construction of the railway, just after
the Advisory Board had been up there,

Repeated applications were made
for payment, but no notice was taken
until about May, 1912,

Two years went by and there was on
pressure for payment.

When he came t0 see me in re-
sponse to a notification that a writ
was being issned against him. I
have here letters of August, 1911,
November 1911, December 15th, 1911,
and March 5th of this year. In con-
sequence of these letters, or of the
last one, Mr. Muir came to me just
on the eve of his departure to make
the alteration eastwards.

Mr. George: Whosse evidence is that ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Mr. Sommers, a man who
sat on this committee and who tried to
condernn me. I will give more of it
in & minute. This is the evidence of
Mr. Muir—

I owed Mr. Sommers £50 for work
done, and he could always take what
action he considered necessary to
recover that money. As a matter of
faect, it seems to me that Mr., Sommers
has rather disproved his case. If I
had not been an honest servant of
the State, I could have compromised
with Mr. Somumers,

That is evidence given before the select
committee.

Mr. George: That is a very serious
charge to malke.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Because I referred to that
incident 1 was not surprised that some-
thing was brought into this report to
try to condemn me on an sction of mine
in regard to this matter, but I am not
afraid for any person to inquire into it.
I was not present when the vote was
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taken in regard to giving me permission
to give evidence before the committee,
and T was very much surprised that I
did not have an opportunity to give
evidence. It was not my fault. The
papers will prove conclusively to any
unbiassed person who will look at them,
that any action I took was fair and
above-hoard to all concerned. I repeat
again if the late commissioner had not
done anything previously, his action
in regard to the Campbell case alone
was quite sufficient for his dismissal.

Hon. Frank Wilson: YWhy?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN  (Honorary
Minister) : Because it shows he was not
fit to hold the position, when he allowed
a man in the force to write such letters

unless he had some justification for
doing so.

Mr. Ceorge: Suppose he had sacked
Campbell ?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN  (Honorary

Minister) : Then there would have been
an inquiry. I made a statement the
other night that some 20 officers had
been under consideration for retirement
on account of age, and for the express
purpose of re-organisation. At that
time there was no intention to appoint
another Cominissioner of Police.  The
idea then was to appoint a chief in.
spector of police, but that would have
meant an alteration of the Act, and
cansequently a commissioner was again
appointed. Not aonly that, but it
is open for every officer under the
Public Bervice Act to demand his re-
tirement at 60 years of age. There
are no questions asked if he wishes to
retire, and why should questions be
asked when he is retired ? Captain
Hare is in o splendid position, drawing
a pension of £468 I8s. per annum as long
as he lives. Here is & list of a number
of officers who came under the sections
providing for retirement on account of
age: J. J. Walton, chief inspector of
schools—did he kick up a row about
it ? He was over the age, and he has
gone,

Hon. Frank Wilson : But he asked to
be retired.

Hon. W,
Minister) :

C. ANGWIX  (Honorary
I do not know that he did.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: If you look up
the files you will see that is so.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorury
Minister) : Then there is J. T. Barrow,
gone; J. Routledge, gone; W. PF.
Stovens, Chief TInspector of Health,
gone ; J. C. Edmundson, gone ; Captain
Hare, who is kicking up all the row,
gone. Superintendent Lawrence has
gone, H. MeIlwaine, J. C. Sipple; O,
Burt—he is gone and there iz no row
about it. He is over age and he has got
what he is entitled to, having served his
proper time in the service. G. G. Black,
G. E. Farrar, D. Murcott, J. Ross, J. B.
Ross, W. Bowie, P. G. Booty. There
is another name, but the poor fellow
died before the time was up, A. J. Lewis ;
F. J. Lander, J. Faulkner. 5o
Captain Hare was not the only one.
Then there are Messrs. Eliott, Fry, and
Gell. There are several others whose
retirement we are trying to arrange
for as soon as suitable to the depart-
ment,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are you firing
them all out ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : No. T told the hon. mem-
ber that the Principal Medical Officer
of Health is not going yet ; not only is
it not convenient, but he i a young man
for his years. He is a young man com-
pared with Captain Hare.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You did not say
so when he was appointed. A nice old
row you kicked up.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorery
Minister) : If T had not voted for the
hon. member at the time, he would have
lost on the question. Some of the hon.
member's party were against him, and
it was my vote which saved the position.

Hon. Frank Wilson : 1 could not have
had my side herc that night.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) :  Yes, the hon. member did,
and some of them crossed the floor.
The list of nomes I just read proves con-
clusively that therc was no political
bias, and Captain Hare’'s own words
prove conclusively that there was no
political hias, If there was political
bias would not Tnspector Holines and
Sergeant Smith have gone too as they
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are given prominence in Captain Hare's
evidence. So far as these officers are
concerned, so long as they are doing
their duty, and are competent for their
work, there is no chance of them being
removed with pensions, but when officers
are in such a position that it is in the
best interests of the State that they
should be removed, then they will be
removed.

Mr. GILL {Leederville): As my name
has been mentioned in connection with
this matter I wish to confirm the state-
ment made by the Attorney General
and the Hon. W. C, Angwin {(Honorary
Minister) that this report, to some ex-
tent at any rate, is founded on absclute
untruths. Seeing that that is so, 1
think this Chamber should do what is
fair and do justice to the Ministry and
the party sitting on this side of the House.
To do that, they ecan ounly take one
course, and that is ¢condemn the report.
The Attorney General has pointed out
many directions in which the report
is untrue, and 1 want to say the refer-
ence to myself is absolutely wntrue,
and without foundation, as I was more
than a mile away from the centre of the
City when the disturbance in question
happened. On the day of the trouble
in the streets of Perth in connection
with the tramway sirike, I wuas in the
City early in the morning in company
with Mr. Heitmann. We came in at
about 7 o'clock, as we had interested
ourselves in the matter of the tramway
trouble. Up to 11 o'clock I was in the
main part of the City, and as things
were absolutely quiet at that time I
went home to my lunch. T live more
than a mile away irom the centre of the
City, and the first intimation of any
trouble I had was when my boy came
home and said that there was some
greab sport, as he termed it, in the City,
that the police were galloping about,
and that there was considerable dis-
turbance. I reached the scene at about
2 od'clock, and things had quietened
down by then, and I have no hesitation
in saying that the statement that I, with
the Attorney General and others, met
Mer. Connolly on the steps of the Treasury
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building is absolutely untrue and with-
out foundation.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex):
I have listened with some degree of
interest to the heated remarks that
have fallen from hon. members opposite
in connection with this report of the
select committee which has been sent
on to us from another place. I have
also been remarkably struck and im-
pressed by the interjections which have
been fired across the floor of this Chamber
from time to time during the speeches
which have been made, and 1 must say
that if there is one thing which would
make me object to the motion which has
been moved by the Attorney General
it is the unworthy accusations made by
members opposite in their anxiety to
prove everyone else liars and themselves
paragons of truth. Unworthy accusa-
tions have been cast not only against
members who occupy these benches
in Opposition, but also against hon.
members belonging to the Legislative
Council.

Mr. Swan:
too.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : That is on a
par with what I complain about. There
is nothing too bad, but everything in
the way of punishment which the hon.
member can think of we are led to
believe those who sat on this committee
richly deserve. One is even accused of
being corrupt by the Minister for Mines.
The Minister gets up and reads from
some anolent report because this gentle-
man, in a moment of echarity, when
perhaps his heart got the better of his
judgment and commercial instincts,
lent some poor impecunious civil servant
£50 in order to tide him over a hard
time, and because of this it is insinuated
that it was done with a sinister purpose,
with the intention of altering the survey
of & railway which had not then been con-
sidered, and which had not been before
the House. The £50 was lent by the hon.
Mr. Somuners, according to the honorary
Minister, some two years before the
time that he referred to when the ques-
tion of the survey of this railway came
up. It was in April, 1910. and there
wuas no suggestion of & survey of a rail-

They rightly deserve it
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way at that time which could be affected
by an action of this description. Yet
the Minister for Railways, occupying
as he does a dignified and honourable
position, says “ corrupt.” I challenge
him to make the charge outside this
Chamber and I challenge the Premier
to do the same.

The Premier : Why does not Captain
Hare raake his charges outside ?

Hon., FRANK WILSON : I challenge
the Minister for Railways or the Premier
to make their charges outside the Cham-
ber where they will not be under the
cover of privilege.

The Premier : That is what Somumers
said once before.

Hon. FRAWK WILSON: And the
Promier, before he knows where he is,
will find himself in the Supreme Court,
and probably relieved of some of the
enormous emoluments of office which
he has been drawing.

The Premier: I heard the same tale
before and I repeated outside the Cham.
ber what I said in the Chamber. Where
was the writ then ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Why do
not Ministers protect their own honours
instead of casting aspersions on other
men ? Really, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
my indignation prevents me from finding
adequate language with which to express
my disgust at the conduct of Ministers
opposite. What are we asked to con-
sider here ?

The Premier interjected.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Keep quiet.
Why cannot you behave yourself ¥ Do
not be a larrikin.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order!

Hon. FRANK WILSON: How can
I be expected to go on with these con-
tinued interjections from the Premier.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order!

Hon, FRANK WILSON : Will you
kindly call the Premier to order ?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order!

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am in
order ; it is the Premier who is out of
order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order,
order ! T must ask the leader of the
Opposition to withdraw the expression,
“ Do not be a larrikin.”
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
know what there is offensive in that
torm.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon.
member knows well that the term
‘“larrikin,” is offensive.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I have yet
to learn that, but if you say so, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, I will withdraw the
expression.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I trust
hon. members will not interject so much.
All these interjections tend to disorderly
behaviour.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : This motion
which we are asked to consider and, by
the way, I understand it has not yot
been read from the Chair—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think
the Speaker read it out.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No, Sir.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Then I
will read it. The motion is “ That the
Legislative Council be notified by Message
that the Legislative Assembly cannot
concur in and respeetfully repudiates
the report covered by Message No. 29,
which report reflects upon the members
of the Government and the party in
power and is not only unfair, but un-
supported by evidence.”

Mr. Elliott : There has been an amend-
ment moved to that.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Not since
I have been in the Chair.

Mr. Eliott: The member for Mur.
chison (Mr. Holman) moved an amend-
ment, I think.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I do not
think the hon. member moved an amend-
ment:.

The DEPUTY SPEAKTR:
he only suggested it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : What then
is the motion we are asked to agree to.
We are asked to state that the finding
of this select committee, which is based
on evidence taken by them, is unfair
and is unsupported by the evidence.
Well, I say at once, that I am not prepared
to endorse a motion of this description.
To my mind, so far as T have been able
to read the report, it is supported by the
evidence, whether that evidence be true
or untrue, correct or incorrect. In some

I think
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instances hon. members have complained,
and the member for Leederville (Mr.
Gill} has denied that he was in the City
at a certain hour upon a certain date.

Mr. Swan: And do you not believe
him ?

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Hon. FRANE WILSON: I am pro-
pared to accept the statement, but ab
an carlier period of the day he had been
in the town and in conjunction with
some other person had taken an active
part in that unfortunate tramway diffi-
culty. Members, including the Attorney
General have complained that they
were not called to give evidence hefore
this Committee, but did we not receive &
courteous request from another place
that the Honorary Minister (Mr. Angwin)
and the member for Mount Margaret
(Mr, Taylor) should be given permission
by this Honse to appear before that
select committee and give evidence.
That request was sent to us and it
ought to have heen complied with im-
mediately. Instead of that it was treated
discourtecusly by being shelved, and
the Premier on two occasions absolutely
declined to give the House an opportunity
of pranting the request.

The Premier : Because I knew what
they were up to. I knew their devious
ways.’

Mr. Foley: On a point of order, was
the leader of the Opposition in order in
saying that this House.was discourteous
to the other place by the manner in
which we received their Message.

Mr. SPEAKER : Certainly. 'The
leader of the Opposition is in order.
That is his opinion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: On one
occasion the member for York (Mr.
Monger} asked the Premier without

notice, whether he would afford the

House an early opportunity of con-.

sidering the request from the Legislative
Council that these two hon. merabers
should be granted permission to give
evidence, and the Premier said he did
not propose to give an early opportunity
3f dealing with the matter because there
was other business of more importance
before the House. A little later in the
session, on the 25th November, 1 also
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asked the Premier, in view of the state-
ment that the Honorary Minister had
made that he was quite prepared to give
evidence, and that I presumed the
member for Mount Margaret was also
desirous of giving evidence, whether he
would give the House the opportunity
of considering the request of the Legis-
lative Council. Then the Premier again,
in his off-hand, brusque, uncouth, flip-
pant and discourteous menner, said he
had already told the member for York
that there was more important business
to be considered.

Member suspended,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member must withdraw the word
“ unecouth.” It is moat discowrteous

to the Premier and it is most offensive.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: The word
*“uncouth ” is an everyday expression
and it only means clumsy.

Mr. SPEAKER : I do not-care what
it means ; I say the word is offensive.

Hon. FRANK WILSOX : I did not say
it in an offensive way.

Mr. SPEAKER : Will the hon. mem-
ber please take his seat ?

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Let us send
for a dictionary then and see what the
meaning ol the word is.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! I am going
to ask the hon. member to withdraw the
word ‘‘ uncouth.”

Hon, FRANK WILSON : T refuse to
withdraw it and I shall dispute your
ruling. Let us get Webster’s dictionary,
and see what the meaning is.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! I want to
give the hon. member an opportunity
to withdraw the remark.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : 1 refuss to
withdraw it,

Mr. SPEAKER : I amn going to make
the hon, member withdraw it. If he
does not withdraw it T shall name him.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Name me
then. I refuse to withdraw it.

Mr. SPEAKER : If the hon. member
persists in refusing I shall name him.

Hon., FRANK WILSON : Well, name
ne.

Mr. SPEAKER: I want the
membher to withdraw,

hon.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON : I refuse to
withdraw.

Mr. SPEAKER : If the hon. member
refuses to withdraw I am going to name
him.

Hon. FRANK WILSON :
name me.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not afraid to
name the hon. member.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Well name
me, narme me,

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member is
not in the habit of defying the Chair.
I know he is heated, but I do not want
to take drastic action. T want him to
withdraw.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Mr. Speaker,
I presume you are calling me to order
under rule of debate 131, that no mem-
ber shall use offensive or unbecoming
words in reference to any member of the
House.

Mr. SPEAKER : That is correct,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: 1 unsed the
word ‘“ uncouth ” as applicable to the
action of the Premier, and I still main-
tain here that the word is applicable,
and is not offensive nor unbecoming. The

You can

word. ‘“‘uncouth’ means awkward,
strange.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The hon.
member will take his seat. The hon.

member stated that when asked to
give opportunity to the House to con-
sider the request by the Legislative
Council, “ The Premier again, in his off-
hand, brusque, uncouth, flippant, and dis-
courteous manner said he had already
told the member for York that there was
more important business to be consider-
ed.” 1 am not concerned with what
the dictionary says about the word
‘“ uneouth.” I am interpreting the
word as opplied to the Premaier, and I

consider the remark offensive. I ask
that it be withdrawn,
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Wel, 1

regret more than I can say that you
deem it necessary to ask me to withdraw
the word “ uncouth.” T used it with
the full knowledge of its meaning, that
it means awkward, strange, clumsy, and
these were the terms I applied to the
Premier’s action in connection with this
matter, in refusing to give another place
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the opportunity of calling certain her
members as witnesses, in rofusing tc
give us an opportunity of considering
that request. I feel that if I am tc
accede to your request to withdraw
the word * uncouth,” there is no word ir
the English language which I can freely
use in this Chamber, and I must, there
fore, respectfully, with all due deference.
refuse to withdraw the expression,

Mr. SPEARKER: Then I am in the
same position as the hon. member. 1
cannot and will not allow him, or any-
body else, to flout my authoriiy, and
therefore with great reluctance I have
to name him. I ask the House to take
the action necessary in the circumstances,

The PREMIER : Mr. Speaker, ag
leader of the House, I am called upon
to support the Chair. In doing so I
have to move—

That the hon. member, having de
fied the Chair, be suspended for the
balance of the sitting.

Mr. George: Before you take action
on this matter, may I be permitted taq
say a few words.

The Attorney General : On a point of
order, the position is this: the hon.
member for Sussex having been named
and the motion stated, the only course
now is for the hon. member to make any
explanation he has to offer, and imred-
intely withdraw from the House, and
then the House can debate the question,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Under what
Standing Order ?

The Attorney General:
Order 72.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that
the hon. member for Sussex be suspended
from the service of the House.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You cannot do
it ; that motion cannot be moved under
the Standing Orders.

Mr. George: Sir—

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
cannot discuss it.

Mr. Elliott : Would I be in order—

Mr. SPEAKER : Certainly not.

Mr. George: Is it not competent for
us to discuss the motion ?

Mr. SPEARER : No.

Mr. Ceorge: Well, what is the neces-
sity for putting it ?

Standing
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
will reswme his seat. The Premier has
moved that the member for Sussex be
suspended from the service of the House.

Mr. McDowall: Does that mean a
‘week ?

Mr. SPEAKER : Standing Order 72
reads—

Whenever any member shall have
been named by the Speaker, or by the
Chairman of the Committee of the
whole House, immediately after the
commission - of the offence or disre-
garding the authority of the Chair, or
of abusing the rules of the House, by
persistently and wilfully obstructing
the business of the House, or other-
wise, then, if the offence has heen
committed by such member in the
House, the Speaker shall forthwith
put the question, on the motion being
made—no amendment, adjournment
or debate being allowed—* That such
member be suspended from the service
of the House ; ” and il the offence has
been committed in o Committee of the
whole House, the Chairman shall put
the same guestion in a similar way, and,
if the motion is carried, shall forthwith
suspend the proceedings of the Com.
mittee, and report the circumstances
to the House, and the Speaker shall
thereupon put the same question, with-
out amendment, adjonrnment or de.
bate, as if the offence had been com-
mitted in the House itself. If any
member be suspended under this order
his suspension on the first occasion,
shall continue for one week; on the
second oceasion, for a fortnight ; and
on the third, or any subsequent occas-
sion, for & month; provided always,
that: suspension from the service of the
House shall not exempt the member
so suspended from serving on any
Comumittee for the consideration of a
private Bill to which he may have
been appointed before his suspension.

The Premier has moved the motion, and
I will put it to the House. The motion
is that the hon. member for Sussex be
suspended irom the service of the House.

Mr. Elliott: For how long ?

Mr. SPEAKER : If the hon. member
will read the Standing Orders he will

[129]
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find cut. I do not intend to depart from
the position I have taken up, that the
authority of the Chair must be upheld.
I put this motion with the greatest re-
luctance ; I have given the hon. member
for Bussex an honourable opportunity
of ratracting and he has not done so.
Therefore I shall put the motion.

Motion {(Suspension) put and a division
called for,

. M. George: If that rule had been ap-
plied to you, Walker, you would have
gone out long ago.

- Mr. Elliott: Contrast that with what
the Attorney General said to-night.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! If the hon.
member for Geraldton  does not keep
order he will go out also.

Division resulted as follows :—

12 o'clock, midnight.

Ayes .. .. .o 21
Noes .. .. .. 11
Majority for .. 10
AYER.
Mr. Bath Mr. McDowall
Mr. Cliesson Mr, Mullany
Mr. Collier Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Gardiper Mr. Swau
Mr. Gil Mr. Thomas
Mr, Holman Mr. Turvey
Mr. E. B. Johuston Mr, Walker
Mr. Lander Mr. A. A, Wilscn
Mr. Lewlis Mr. Underwood
Mr. McDonald {Teller).
Noea,
Mr. Allen Mr. Monger
Mr. Broun Mr. A. E. Plesse
Ar. Elltott Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. George Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Harper Mr. Layman
Alr. Mlitchell

{Teller}.
Motion thus passed. ’
[Hon. Frank Wilson left the Chamber,
followed by the other members of the
Opposition.]
On the motion by the Premier debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 12-2 a.m. Thursdoy.




